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Profound Peace ſubſiſted between Great 
% Britain and Spain, when, on the 21ſt 
of January, 1790, Intelligence of a 
Britiſh Veſſel having been captured by a 
Spaniſh Officer was received, in a Letter from 
Mr. Merry, His Majeſty's Charge d' Affaires at 
the Court of Madrid, dated January 4, 1790. 


By this Letter Mr. Merry informed the 
Duke of Leeds, that 


es A ECOUNTS have juſt been re- 

rac ceived here from Mexico, That 

% one of the ſmall Ships of War on the 

« American Eſtabliſhment, commanded 

« by a Subaltern Officer of the Name of 

« Martinez, has captured an Engliſh 
* Veſſel in the Port of Nootka, (called 
i by the Spaniards San Lorenzo) in La- 
* titude 50 North of the Coaſt of Cali- 
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fornia. There are different Relations 
of this Event. Some of them ſtate, 
That the Vice-Roy of Mexico, having 
had Notice that the Engliſh were form- 
ing an Eſtabliſhment at the above- 
mentioned Place, ordered a Ship there 
to. take Poſſeſſion of it: That M. de 
Martinez found in the Port Two Ame- 
rican Veſſels, a Portugueze from Ma- 
cao, a Ruſſian from ſome Port of Her 
Imperial Majeſty's Eaſtern Dominions, 
and an Engliſh one, which had come 
direct from a Port of Great Britain, 
with People and Neceſſaries on Board, 
to form a Settlement: That the Ame- 
rican, Portugueze and Ruſſian Ships 
were ſuffered to depart, it appearing 
that they had only gone tl. ere to trade 
for Furs; and that the Engliſh one 
alone had been detained. Other Ac- 
counts mention, That the Spaniſh Ship 
had failed from St. Blas on a Voyage, 
which, it is ſaid, is annually performed, 
to reconnoitre the North-Weſt Coaſt 
of the Continent : That, when ſbe put 
into Port Nootka, the Engliſh Veſſel 


was not yet arrived: That the latter was 


« ſeized 
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ſeized as ſoon as ſhe appeared : That 
the Ruſſian and Portugueze Ships were 
alſo captured ; and that only the 
American were ſuffered to go away, 
The Name of the Engliſh Veſſel, or 
of the Maſter, is not mentioned in any 
of the Statements of the Tranſaction 
which I have yet been able to ſee; but 
they all ſay, that ſhe had been fitted 
out by a Company of Merchants in 
London, for the Purpoſe of forming 


a Settlement ; and that it had been 


diſcoyered that ſhe was to be followed 
by Two others. The different, Ac- 
counts alſo add, that ſhe had been 
manned with Spaniſh Seamen, and 
diſpatched with the News to the Vice- 
roy. of Mexico.” 


on the 2 5th of January a Letter arrived 
from Mr. Merry, dated the, 7th of January, 
with the following Extra& of a Letter from 
Mexico, containing, as he was aſſured, the 
moſt accurate Account of the Circumſtances 


of this Affair. This Letter is dated Mexico, 
Auguſt 28, 1789. 
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A Naval Expedition was ſent laſt Vear by 


this Government, in conſequence of 


« Orders from Court, for the Purpoſe of 
« reconnoitring the new Eſtabliſhments 
« of the Ruſſians to the North of this 
*« Continent. Two Veſſels were em- 


„ ployed on the Expedition, under the 
Command of Don Eſtevan Joſeph Mar- 


« tinez, one of the Firſt Pilots of the 
% Navy, with the Rank of Officer. 


-- ,..* Their Voyage was ſucceſsful. They 
+ © extended it as far as 61 Degrees North 


«© Lat. from whence, proceeding along 


- * the Coaſt towards the South-Eaſt, 
'* they entered the Port of Donalaſka, 
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See that the Governor of Kantinchaca, of 


EH 


* an Iſland ſituated at a ſmall Diſtance 
« from the Continent, in 54 Deg. Lat, 
« where the Ruſſians have the prin- 
% cipal Eſtabliſhment and Factory. Our 
* Crews had ſome Communication with 
t the Indians of that Nation, whoſe 


Commander gave them a friendly Re- 


« ception, and furniſhed them with all 
*« the Supplies and Information which 
« they aſked for. They learnt there, 


5 Men Kingdom the Crown of Dona- 
8; e laſka 


wu 
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4% laſka is dependent, had determined to 
« take Poſſeſſion of the Port of Nootka, 


% called by the Spaniards San Lorenzo, 


4 ſituated in 49 Degrees, 30 Minutes, 
« upon the Coaſt of New California; 
© and that he meant to convey there, in 
« in the Courſe of this Year, aboard of 
« Two Ships from the Peninſula of Kan- 
% tinchaca, the Troops and People ne- 
«« ceſſary for forming an Eſtabliſhment. 
Our Ships returned with theſe Accounts 
* to the Port of San Blas about the End 
% of October laſt Year. 

The Government here, being ſenſible of 
« the Importance of the News, and of 


« how much Conſequence it would be 


“to prevent a Foreigner from executing 
% a Scheme ſo prejudicial and hurtful to 
* the Intereſts of Spain, his Excellency 
« the Vice-Roy ordered another Expe- 
«« dition to be prepared, without Loſs of 
„Time, for the Purpoſe of taking Poſ- 
* ſeſſion and forming a Settlement in the 
« Port of San Lorenzo. Two Ships 
«« were fitted out at San Blas, and failed 
from thence the Beginning of March 
* of this Year, properly equipped and 

*« ſupplied 


[6] 
4 ſapplied for the Undertaking ; and, in 


the Month of April, a Snow was diſ- 


% patched with further Supplies of Stores 
„ and Proviſions. The Ships arrived at 
« San Lorenzo in May: They found 
« Four Foreign Veſſels in the Port; 
Two of them American, belonging to 
General Waſhington, commiſſioned by 
«© the United States to perform a Voyage 
round the World; a Portugueze and 
e an Engliſh which had come from Ma- 


4 cao to trade for Furs, which abound 


„ on that Coaſt, and are fold to great 
% Profit in Aſia. Martinez ſeized all the 
« Ships; but, it afterwards appearing to 
«© him that the Americans were not ſuſ- 
«© picious, he let them go away and de- 
* tained the Two others. He then com- 
* menced to form an Eſtabliſhment, by 


building ſome Houſes and Stores of 


«© Wood, and by erecting a Battery at 
« the Entrance of the Port. Whilſt he 
«was thus employed in the Execution 
« of his Orders, a ſtrange Veſſel entered 
„ the Port. As ſoon as ſhe had dropt 
Anchor Martinez went aboard, with 
„ his Poats armed. The Maſter of the 
* Veſſel 


E 
e Veſſel produced his Paſſport and Com- 
* miſſion, and declared that he came 
« direct from London, and that he 
« had been ſent by a Company of Mer- 
« chants. of that City, with Orders to 
*« fix an Eſtabliſhment, and prepare 
_ «« Habitations for ſome Engliſh Settlers, 
„ who were to embark this Year aboard 
« Two Ships, which were fitting out in 
„the River Thames. Martinez made a 
Prize of the Veſſel, and, having manned 
% her with Spaniſh Seamen, diſpatched 
* her to San Blas with the News. The 


* Engliſh Captain is arrived aboard her 
« at San Blas.“ 


By a Letter received the 2d of F "= 


(and dated Madrid, the 15th of January) 
Mr. Merry ſtates, That, having mentioned 
the above Circumſtances to Count Florida 
Blanca, the Count avoided explaining to him 
the Particulars of the Tranſaction, or avow- 
ing clearly the Seizure of the Veſſels ; neither 
did he enter upon the Queſtion of our Right 
to trade, or to form an Eſtabliſhment in that 
Part of the Continent of America ; but he 


informed Mr. Merry of ſome Circumſtances, 


(from 


( 8] 

(from the Mention of which the Reports 

ſeemed to be true) which, he faid, he would 

direct the Marquis del Campo to impart- to the 

Duke of Leeds. 

"On the Receipt of this REA and on the 

fame Day it arrived, the Duke of Leeds wrote 

to Mr. Merry, deſiring him, (until he could 
ſend him * poſitive Inſtructions in conſequence 

of any Communication from the Marquis del 
Campo) to be extremely guarded in what he 
might have to ſay on the Subject; it being a 
Matter of equal Delicacy and Importance, in 
which he ought to be very cautious of giving 
even a Hint, which might be conſtrued into 
a Dereliction of our Right to viſit for the 
Purpoſes of Trade, or to make a Settlement 
in the Diſtrict in Queſtion, to which we un- 
doubtedly had a compleat Right, to be aſſerted 
and maintained with a proper Degree of Vigour, 
ſhould Circumſtances make ſuch an Exertion 
on EEE 

His Grace alſo directed him immediately to 
ſend Information on the following Points, viz. 


ot what Size are che Ships, which ſailed 
a few Months ago for California, et 
. of M. Melaſpina? 


What 


1 9 1 
© What was the Number of their Guns and 
Men? | 
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Whether any ather \ Vellcls — failed on 
the ſame Expedition? And, if ſo, 
What prop, their Force, and the Num- 


bers o eir Guns and Men ? 


What was the Force which failed from 
Mexico for -San Lorenzo, under the 
Command of M. Martinez? And whe- 
ther any Ships, under the Command of 

any other Perſon, have ſailed to the 
ſame Deſtination ? 


8 was now ale State of 6 Affair: — 


A Rumour, undoubtedly extremely probable, 


conſidering the Quarter whence it. came, but 
perfectly unſupported by any Evidence, on 


which Government could proceed. 


On, the , 11th of February, however, addi- 
tional Light was thrown upon the Tranſaction, 
by a Letter which the Duke of Leeds re- 
ceived from the Marquis del Campo, dated 
Mancheſter-Square, February 10, 1790. ; 

By this the Marquis informed his Grace, that 
the Vice-Roy of Mexico had diſpatched Two 
n under the Command of Don Etienne 


B Joſeph 


1 10 J 


Joſeph Martinez, to make a Settlement in 
the Port of San Lorenzo, otherwiſe Nootka, 
fituated in Deg. 50. of which Poſſeſſion had 
already been taken: That, arriving there on 
the 24th of June, 1789, M. Martinez found 
a Frigate and Bilander belonging to Boſton in 
America, and Two Veſſels belonging to a 
Portugueze eſtabliſhed at Macao: That, on 
the 2d of July, an Engliſh Veſſel arrived, 
which had ſailed from Macao, for the Purpoſe 
of taking Poſſeſſion of Nootka in the Name 
of His Britannick Majeſty, and which had on 
Board a Bilander not put together: That 
M. Martinez, having otherwiſe diſpoſed of the 
Four other Veſſels, ſeized the Engliſh Ship 
named the Argonaut, Captain James Colnet, 
who had been fent out as Governor by the 

South Sea Company, and ſent her to San Blas. 
The Marquis then ſtates, That the Court of 
Madrid prays His Britannic Majeſty to puniſh 
thoſe of His Subjects who ſhould undertake 
foch- Enterprizes, and to prevent them from 
continuing on Territories for many Years 
viſited. and occupied by the Spaniards : That, 
ſo far from the Diſcovery of the Port in 
Queſtion having been made by Captain Cook, 
the above-mentioned Martinez was actually 
> | there 
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[1 1 
there with a Commiſſion in the Year 1774, 
and left with the Indians Two Silver Spoons, 
ſome Shells and other 1 which ee 
Cook found. 

The Marquis further obſerved, That, though 
the Engliſh Priſoners were ſet at Liberty from 
Reſpect to His Britannic Majeſty, His Ca- 
tholic Majeſty hoped the Court of London 


would give poſitive Orders to abſtain from ſuch 
PR" in future. | | 


Although this Repreſentation was, in Truth, 
an Avowal both of the Fact and of the Mo- 
tives which occaſioned it, it could not Fairly 
be deemed a juſt Occaſion for Immediate 
Hoſtilities : Nor, indeed, did the Tenor of 
our Spaniſh Correſpondence at the ſame Period 
Juſtify the Idea, that the Court of Madrid en- 
tertained hoſtile Views, or was making any 
Preparations to enforce a Compliance with 
That Requeſt, which, through the Marquis 
del Campo, ſhe prayed His Majeſty to grant, 
On the contrary, Mr. Merry, in a Letter dated 


Madrid, January 28, and received February 1 5. 
explicitly ſays, 


1 The Spaniſh Miniſter, in a Conference 
« the preceding Day, continued to ex- 
B 2 «« preſs 
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, preſs. the ſtrongeſt Deſire to ſee: that 
Harmony and Friendly  Correſpon+ 
. , dence, which at preſent ſo happily 

e ſubſiſt between the Two Courts, im- 

proved as far as poſſible. He re- 

10 marked, he ſaid, with the utmoſt Sa- 

cc —— that the Line of Conduct 

Fe purſued by His Majeſty, i in the preſent 

3 Situation of Affairs in Europe, was the 
* moſt wiſe and politic which could be 
„adopted; and he hoped that no Event 
“ might happen, which might cauſe 
“% Great Britain to deviate from hep 
«« preſent Pacific Syſtem.” 


HIS. Majeſty's Miniſters, however, con- 
ceiving the Circumſtance of Seizing @ Britiſh, 
Ship, in Time of Peace, to be an Offence 
againſt the Law of Nations, and an Inſult to 
His Majeſty, loſt no Time in taking the only 
Step i in their Power, uninformed as they were” 
of the Circumſtances attending the Tranſac- 
tion, unfurniſhed with any Proofs, except the 
Letter itſelf from the Spaniſh, Ambaſſador, 
and not even knowing whoſe Property, or 
whoſe Perſons, had thus been injured. This 
was done * a Letter from the Duke of f Leeds 
| : to 


1 


to the Marquis del Campo, dated February 
26, 1790 in which his Grace informs him, 
That he had His. Majeſty's. Orders to declare, 
that the Act of Violence, mentioned in his 
Letter, muſt; neceffarily.cauſe all Diſcuſſion on 
the Claims, therein alſo. mentioned, to be 
ſuſpended, until a Juſt and Suitable Satisfaction 
ſhould be made for a Proceeding. ſo. itjurious 
to Great Britain : That therefore it was, in 
the firſt Place, indiſpenſably neceſſary, that 
the Veſſel in Queſtion ſhould be Reſtored 5 
And that any, Detail of the Further Satisfac- 
tion to be expected muſt be poſtpaned, till a 
more ample. Information of the Cireymlances 
of the Affair could be receiyed, 

After the Delivery of this Letter, the i im- 
portant Buſineſs in Queſtion remained for ſome 
Time, in, Suſpence ; during which, the Intel- 
ligence received from, Spain continued to be of 
the ſame Pacific Import as that received from 
Mr. Merry on the 15th;pf February. That 


Gentleman, by a Letter, dated March 1, 1790. 
and received the 18th, ſays, 


« Count Florida Blanca gave me no. Hint 

*« of his having any Intention of Armings 
“ and, notwithſtanding the Reports which 
66 have continued to prevail here, with 


6 Regard 
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„ Regard to the Naval Preparations in 


the Spaniſh Ports, IJ cannot, on a moſt 

e diligent Enquiry, find that any are yet 

“ commenced, except for the equipping 

of Three Ships of the Line, Six Fri- 

gates, and Three Sloops of War, for 

e the Purpoſe of forming a wy of 
* W * 


e gain, in a Letter dated the 1 180 of 
March, 1790, Mr. Merry ſays, 


* Ks King of Spain has given Orders to 
I grant a free Licence to Prince Edward 
« to paſs and repaſs from Gibraltar to 

„ Spain, and to pay him the ſame Ho- 
ry nours as to an Infante de Caſtilla,” 85 


Ts wiel Interval Ane Government thought 
it adviſeable to take every poſſible Precaution, 
to prevent a Repetition of this extraordinary 
Conduct by the Spaniards, and to maintain the 
undoubted Right of This Country to an un- 
diſturbed Poſſeſſion of ſuch Parts of the North- 
Weſt Coaſt of America, as had been originally 
ſettled or viſited, for the Purpoſes of Trade, 
by the Engliſh. With this View, Orders 
were — 5 on the 31ſt of March, to Lord 

and 


and Commodore Cornwallis in the Eaſt Indies, 
directing them to diſpatch a Frigate to the 
Sandwich Iſlands, (where ſhe was to be met 
by the Gorgon and Diſcovery, ordered to ren- 
dezvous there, after calling at Port Jackſon 
in New South Wales) for the above. Purpoſe, 
with an Injunction to forbear from Hoſtilities ; 
but, at the ſame Time, to maintain the Britiſh 
Rights by Force, ſhould it be found neceſ- 
ſary. . 

The Effect produced by the Duke of Leeds 8 
Anſwer to M. del Campo at the Court of 
Spain, while it did not, on the one hand, 
ſeem likely to incline the Spaniards to recede 
from their excluſive Pretenſions, undoubtedly 
gave His Majeſty's Miniſters no Reaſon to 
apprehend the near Approach of Hoſtilities. 
Mr. Merry ſays, in a Letter dated Madrid, 


the 22d of March, 1790, and received .the 
8th. of April, 


„The Spaniſh ' Miniſter, peiking to me 
„Two Days ago, expreſſed much Diſ- 

« ſatisfaction at the Anſwer he had re- 
e ceived from the Court of London, on 


the 


„e Tue Opnlery wen, reclled o, the 3oth. of April 
when the General Preparations for Arming commenced, 
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„ the Sibje& of the Seizure of tlis 
« Eiglith Veſſel at San Lorenzo. The 

% Degtee of Ilt-Humour, which he ap- 

% peared to ſhew on this Occaſion, may, 

«© I conceive, more properly be conſtrued 

% jnto an Uneafineſs and Diffidence, on 

0 his Patt, with Reſpect to our Defigns ; 


not the Matter itſelf in oats, which 
affected him ſo much, as the Fear, 
that, from the Manner in which we 
m 1 taken it up, we may at any Time 
© make uſe of it as a Ground for Quar- 
. e Florida Blanca then 
« expreſſed his Opinion, that, in the 
« preſent Situation of Affairs, much de- 
« pehded on Great Britain and Spain re- 
% maining free and independent, and on 
„ their continuing on Terms of ſtrict 
« Harmony and good Underſtanding 
with each other; for which Reaſon he 
* had not choſen to form any cloſe Con- 
* netion in any other Quarter. 


And this Pacific Language was ſtill more 
forcibly confirmed, by a ſubſequent Conver- 
ation” Mr. Merry had Un Count Florida 

Blanca 


1 
Blanca on the 27th of March, contained in 
his Letter of the 29th, which was received on 
the 16th of April. In this Converſation his 


Excellency - 
* dwelt much on the Circumſtance of 
1 © Our demanding Satisfaction, before any 
« Diſcuſſion had taken Place of the 
8 « Matter of Right on either Side; and 
1 &« ſaid, from this, and, above all, from 
's * the Manner of our Expreſſions, he could 
bn © draw no other Conclufion, than that 
I * jt muſt be Our Wiſh to make the Af- 
on * fair in Queſtion a Ground for Quarrel- 
n * ling. He lamented greatly that any 
4 *« Cauſe of Miſunderſtanding ſhould exiſt 
” *« between the Two Courts, particularly 
ul *« at the preſent Juncture. He hoped, 
_ however, that nothing ſerious might 
Ct « enſue from it; that his Fears and Ap- 
ng cc prehenſions might prove ill- founded, 
he « and the Neceſſity of the Court of 
n- cc Spain coming to an Underſtanding with 
* other Powers might be avoided. He 
Tn concluded by faying, that he would 


endeavour to re-diſpatch the Meſſenger 
to London i in the Courſe of the Week, 


«ih „ and 
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„ and that he would ſoften his Reply as 
* much as poſſible, having nothing more 
„ at Heart than to preſerve Harmony 
% and Friendſhip with Great Britain.“ 


In the Concluſion of this Letter Mr. Merry 
ſaid, that 


The Court of Spain ſeems ſo ill prepared 
« for War in regard to their Forces, and 
« ſtill more ſo in reſpect to Credit, that 
« he conceives Count Florida Blanca 
* will have Prudence enough not to ſuf- 
* fer the Matter to come to Extremities.“ 


On the 18th of April another Letter was 
teceived from Mr. Merry, dated the 5th. In 
this he ſaid, 


« As the Spaniſh Miniſter, in his Diſ- 
* courſes with me upon this Affair, has 
* chiefly dwelt upon the Manner of our 
% Reply, I hope that what I have ſaid 
* to him may have operated to leſſen his 
% Apprehenſions, and that your Grace 
« will find, by the Marquis del Campo's 
« Communicaticns,. that the Language 
« from hence has that Degree of Softneſs, 

„ which 


* . 


1109 
* which Count Florida Blanca has pro- 
* miſed me he would uſe.” 


By the ſame Poſt, and in a Letter of the 
ſame Date, Mr. Merry added, that 


© The Alarm, which the Court of Spain 
* has taken at our Anſwer about the 
Affair of Nootka, is ſo great, that they 
* have given Orders for Reports to be 
* Immediately ſent from the Spaniſh Ar- 
« ſenals of the Quantity of Copper for 
* ſheathing Ships, which there is in the 
“ Storchouſes, and of the Number of 
“ Ships of the Line which can be got 
*« ready for Sea at a ſhort Notice.” 


Mr, Merry, however, at the ſame Time, 
expreſſed his Conviction, that Count Florida 
Blanca muſt be ſufficiently ſenſible of the un- 
fortunate State in which Spain is for the Sup- 
port of a War, to be defirous of avoiding it 
by every poſhble Means. 

By another Letter, received with the T'wo 


former, but dated the 6th of April, Mr. 


Merry gave Information, That the Treaſure, 
lately arrived at Cadiz from Spaniſh America, 
aboard the San Ramon Ship of War of 68 

| © £ Guns, 


LY 
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Guns, the Caſtilla of 58, and the Nueſtra 
Senora de las Mercedes Frigate of 36 Guns, 
amounted altogether, by the moſt exact Ac- 
count he had been able to obtain, to about 
Four Millions One Hundred and Thirty Thou- 
ſand Hard Dollars. 

He added, that the Fleet of Exerciſe, he 
had formerly mentioned, was now aſſembling at 
Carthagena ; and that the Letters from that 
Place mentioned, that it was expected All the 
Ships would be collected, and would be ready 
for Sea, in the Courſe of the preſent Month. 


THUS pacific appeared to be the Intentions 
of the Spaniards, who ſeemed anxious to diſ- 
claim All Idea of commencing Hoſtilities, 
while no Warlike Preparations in that Country, 
in any Manner, announced a ſecret Syſtem, 
contradictory of their F riendly Profeſſions, 
when, on the 20th of April, the Marquis del 
Campo addreſſed a Letter, of that Date, to 


the Duke of Leeds, by which he informed his 
Grace, that 


« Having communicated to his Court the 
« Duke's Anſwer of the 26th of Febru- 

« ary to his Memorial, concerning the 
ff Detention in the Port of Nootka of 
the 


ge 
66 
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1 
the Engliſh Veſſel called the Prince of 
Wales, he had received Orders to in- 
form the Britiſh Miniſtry, that, not- 
withſtanding the inconteſtable Rights 


e of Spain, founded on the moſt folemn 
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Treaties, on the Diſcovery of the 
Indies, on the ancient Laws, and on 
the immemorial Poſſeſſion of an ex- 


cluſive Sovereignty, Navigation and 


Commerce, which the Crown of Spain 
had conſtantly exerciſed over the Ter- 
ritories, Shores and Seas before-men- 
tioned, and which it has manifeſted 
by the Capture of thoſe who tranſ- 
greſſed againſt it; the Vice-Roy of 
Mexico, as appears by the laſt Intel- 
ligence, had releaſed the above-men- 
tioned Veſſel and Crew, being con- 
vinced that nothing but Ignorance of 
the Rights of Spain could have en- 
couraged the Individuals of any Nation 


* toreſort to that Coaſt, with the Idea of 


making an Eſtabliſhment, or of carry- 
ing on a Commerce there ; and havin 
poſitive Orders to ſhew every poſſible 
Attention to the Britiſh Nation, and 
to avoid every Thing which might be 
capable 


{ 22 ] | 

« capable of diſturbing the good Har- 

% mony and Friendſhip which happily 
“ ſubliſted between the Two Courts. 
* For theſe Reaſons, and to afford an 
« additional Proof of the King's Deſire 
«« to maintain and ſtrengthen this Friend- 
* ſhip, His Catholic Majeſty conſiders 

„ and underſtands this Affair to be at an 
« End, without entering into Diſputes or 
% Diſcuſſions on the indiſputable Rights 
*< of His Crown; and He flatters Him- 
« ſelf that His Britannic Majeſty will 
* command all His Subjects to reſpect 
* them, according to the Requeſt con- 
* in the Marquis's Firſt Letter.” 


This Letter, which, being ſent to the Duke 
of Leeds's Office at Night, was not ſeen by 
his Grace till the 21ſt, of courſe engaged the 
ſerious Attention of His Majeſty's Miniſters, 
It appeared evidently from it, that the Court 
of Spain was not diſpoſed to afford His Ma- 
jeſty any Satisfaction for the Inſult offered to 
Him, by the violent Seizure and Detention of 
His Subjects and their Property, or in any 
Degree to relax from thoſe excluſive and un- 


juſtifiable Claims of Dominion over the Whole 
of 
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of the Weſtern Coaſt of America, which they 
had invariably maintained, and which had ſo 
often been the Occaſion of Diſputes and Wars 
between the Two Countries. On the con- 
trary, His Catholic Majeſty, by ſtating the 
Releaſe of the Ship and Crew to have been 
done by Way of Compliment, and on a Pre- 
ſumption that nothing but Ignorance of His 
Rights could have induced any one to vilit or 
trade on that Coaſt, juſtified the Proceedings 
of His Vice-Roy and Officer; and, to pre- 
clude even a Poſſibility of Doubt as to His 
Determination to ſupport His extravagant 
Pretenſions, His Ambaſſador ſtated, at full 
Length, His excluſive Rights, and the Grounds 
on which they were claimed. 

Before any Determination, however, could 
be formed on this very important Buſineſs, 
a Circumſtance occurred, which contributed 
to throw many new Lights upon the Subject, 
and which proved the Conduct of the Spaniards' 
to have been infinitely more hoſtile and in- 
jurious towards His Majeſty, than either 
Mr. Merry's Information, or the Letters of 


the Marquis del Campo, had given Reaſon to 
imagine. 


The 
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- The Circumſtance alluded to was the Ar- 
rival of Captain Meares, the Gentleman who 
had commanded the Expedition to Nootka 
Sound, and who was materially intereſted in 
the Ships captured by Don E. J. Martinez. 

From him a more full, and probably a mote 
authentic, Account of this Tranſation was 
obtained, than had already been in the Poſ- 
m of Government. 

To underſtand this properly, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to recur ſhortly to the Origin of his 
Expedition, and trace it's Hiſtory from it's 
Commencement, in the Beginning of the 
Year 1786. | 
At that Time certain Merchants, refiding 
in the Eaſt Indies, communicated to Sir John 
Macpherſon, the Governor-General of India, 
a Plan of opening a Trade with the North- 
Weſt Coaſt of America, for the Purpoſe of 
Tapplying the Chineſe Market with Furs and 
'Ginſeng. Sir John, approving of the Plan, 
Joined in the Subſcription for it's Execution ; 
and Two Veſſels, called the Sea Otter and 
Nootka, were diſpatched to Prince William's 
Sound; the former under the Command of 
Mr. Tipping, the latter under that of Captain 
Meates, who was a Lieutenant in His Majeſty's 

Navy, 
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Navy, and now had the Direction of the Ex- 
pedition. 

They arrived in Prince William's Sound in 
September following; ſoon after which the 
Sea Otter was unfortunately loſt off the Coaſt 
of Kamſchatka. | 
Captain Meares paſſed the Winter in Prince 
William's Sound ; in the Courſe of which he 
opened an extenſive Trade with the Natives; 
and, having collected a Cargo of Furs, pro- 
ceeded to China in the Autumn of 1787, 
During his Continuance there he diſpoſed 
of the Nootka, and, in Conjunction with 
ſeveral Britiſh Merchants reſiding in India, 
(amongſt whom was nominally included Juan 
Carvallo, a Portugueze by Birth, who had been 
naturalized and reſided at Bombay, and traded 
from thence under the Protection of the Eaſt 
India Company, and who, from his Connec- 
tion with the Governor of Macao, had ob- 
tained Permiſſion from him to navigate under 
the Portugueze Flag, in order to evade the 
extravagant Port Charges of the Chineſe, and 
for. any other Purpoſe that might be found 
convenient) fitted out Two other Veſſels, 
called the Felice and Iphigenia, the former of 


D which 
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which was commanded by himſelf, the latter 
by Mr. William Douglas. 

| Sailing from China, Captain Meares reached 
the Port of Nootka in May, 1788, and Cap- 
tain Douglas arrived in Cook's River in the 
Month of June following. 

Immediately on his Arrival, Captain Meares 
purchaſed from Maquilla, the Chief of the 
Nootka Diſtrict, a Spot of Ground, on which 
he built a Houſe, and hoiſted the Britiſh Co- 
Jours. This Houſe he ſurrounded with a 
Breaſt-Work, in the Front of which he 
mounted One Three-Pounder. 

He then proceeded to trade on the Coaſt; 
taking a Southerly Courſe, while Captain 
Douglas, in the Iphigenia, failed to the North, 
They confined themſelves within the Limits 
of 60 Deg. and 45 Deg. 30 Min. North, and 
returned to Nootka Sound in the Month of 
September, 

By this Time, the People left there had 
finiſhed a new Veſſel of about 40 Tons, which 
they named the North-Weſt America. 

In the Courſe of his Cruize, Captain Meares 
obtained from Wickenaniſh, the Chief of the 
Diſtrict ſurrounding Port Cox and Port Ef. 
fingham, in Latitudes 48 and 49 Degrees, in 
Conſequence 


1271 

Conſequence of conſiderable Preſents, the Pro4 
miſe of a Free and Excluſive Trade with the 
Natives. of That Diſtrict, and his Permiſſion 
to build any Storehouſes or other Edifices 
which he might judge neceſſary. He alſo ac- 
quired the ſame Privilege of Excluſive Trade 
from Tatouche, the Chief of the Country 
bordering on the Straits of Juan de Fuca, and 
' purchaſed from him a Tra& of Land within 
the ſaid Strait, which one of Captain Meares's 
Officers took Poſſeſſion of in the King's Name, 
calling it Tatouche, after the Chief. 

On the 23d of September, Captain Meares, 
in the Felice, proceeded, with a Cargo of Furs, 
to China, leaving the Iphigenia and the North- 
Weſt America in Nootka Sound, with Orders 
to winter at the Sandwich Iflands, and to re- 
turn to the Coaſt in the Spring. 

Captain Meares arrived in China early in 
the Month of December, where he ſold his 
Ship and Cargo; and Two Ships, the Prince 
of Wales and Princeſs Royal, fitted out from 
the Port of London by Meſſrs. John and Cad- 
man Etches and Co. coming at this Time to 
Canton, from a trading Voyage on the North- 
Weſt Coaſt of America, Captain Meares and 
his Partners (excepting Carvalho, who had 
kn D 2 become 


| 
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become a Bankrupt, and who, from the Des 


miſe of the Governor of Macao, had loſt his: 
Influence there) affociated themſelves with 


thoſe Gentlemen, as they poſſeſſed Licences 


| from the Eaſt-India and South-Sea Companies, 


which would not expire till the Year 1790 ; 


and as the Trade on that Coaſt might ſuffer by 


a' Competition. An Agreement was therefore 


executed between Captain Meares and Mr. John 


Etches, Supra-Cargo of the Two Ships, ma- 
king a Joint Stock of All the Veſſels and 
Property employed in That Trade ; and, under 
That Firm, they purchaſed a Ship, which had 


been built at Calcutta, and called her- the 


Argonaut. | 
The Prince of Wales, having been chartered 


to load Teas for the Eaſt-India Company, 


ſoon afterwards returned to England ; and the 


Princeſs Royal and Argonaut were ordered to 


fail for the Coaſt of America, under the Com- 
mand of Mr. James Colnet, to whom the. 
Command of All the Concerns of the Com- 
pany on That Coaſt had been committed. 

He was inſtructed to fix his Reſidence at 
Nootka Sound, and to erect a ſubſtantial Houſe 
on the Spot purchaſed in the preceding Year 
by * tain Meares. | 
Mr. 
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Mr. Colnet, with Articles eſtimated. to be 
ſufficient for the Trade for Three Years, and 
with a Veſſel on Board in Frame, of about 
309 Tons Burthen, left China in the Months. 
of April and May, 1789 taking with him 
ſeveral Artificers of different Profeſſions, and 
near 70 Chineſe, as Settlers on the American 
Coaſt, in the Service and under the Protection 
of the Aſſociated Company. | 

On the 24th of April the Iphigenia —_— 
to Nootka Sound, and the North-Weſt America 
reached that Place a few Days after. On their 
Arrival they found Two American Veſſels, 
the Columbia and the Waſhington, which * 
wintered there. | 

On the 29th of the ſame Month the. North. 
Weſt America was diſpatched to the North- 
ward to trade, and to explore the Archipelago 
of St. Lazarus. 

On the 6th of May, while the Iphigenia Was 
lying at Anchor in Nootka Sound, a Spaniſh 
Ship of War called the Princeſſa, commanded. 
by Don Eſtevan Joſeph Martinez, and mounting 
26 Guns, anchored there. This Veſſel had 
failed from the Port of San Blas in the Pro- 
vince of Mexico. She was joined, on the 
I _— by a Spaniſh Snow of 16 Guns, called 

the 
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the San Carlos, which had ſailed from the 
ſame Port, loaded with * and othet 
Warlike Stores. 

From the Arrival of the Princeſſa to the 
14th of May, mutual Civilities paſſed between 
Captain Douglas and the Spaniſh Officers, and 
even Supplies were obtained from M. Marti- 
nez for the Uſe of the Ship. On that Day, 
however, Captain Douglas was ordered on 
Board the Princeſſa, and, to his great Sur- 
prize, was informed by M. Martinez, that he 
had the King of Spain's Orders to ſeize All 
Ships and Veſſels which he might find upon 
That Coaſt, and that he (Captain Douglas) 
was then his Priſoner. 

M. Martinez then ordered his Officers to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Iphigenia; which they 
accordingly did in the Name of His Catholic 
Majeſty ; and the Officers and Crew of that 
Ship were immediately conveyed, as Priſoners, 
on Board the Spaniſh Ships, where they were 
put in Irons, and were otherwiſe ill-treated. 


AS ſoon as the Iphigenia was thus ſeized, 
M. Martinez took Poſſeſſion of the Lands 
which had been purchaſed by Captain Meares, 
hoiſting the Standard of Spain on the Houſe 

| he 
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he had erected, and performing the other 
Ceremonies uſual on ſuch Occaſions. At the 
ſame Time he iſſued a Declaration, That All 
Lands, comprized between Cape Horn and 
the 6oth Degree of North Latitude, belonged 
to His Catholic Majeſty. He then proceeded 
to build Batteries, Storehouſes, &c.; in the 
Execution of which he forcibly employed 
ſome of the Crew of the Iphigenia, and ſe- 
yerely puniſhed many of them who attempted 
to reſiſt a Command, which they conceived to 
be injurious, 

After a long Continuance of this unjuſti- 
fable Conduct, and after compelling Captain 
Douglas to ſign a Paper written in Spaniſh 
(a Language which he did not underſtand) 
which proved to be an Obligation from him, 
on the Part of his Owners, to pay on Demand 
the Valuation of his Veſſel, her Cargo, &c. 
in caſe the Vice-Roy of New Spain ſhould ad- 
judge her to be lawful Prize, as having en- 
tered the Port of Nootka without the Per- 
miſſion of His Catholic Majeſty ; M. Marti- 
nez permitted Captain Douglas to reſume the 
Command of the Iphigenia, but reſtrained 
him from proceeding to Sea until the Return 
of the North-Weſt America, infiſting that he 
ſhould 
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ſhould then diſpoſe of her for 400 Dollars, 
the Price which one of the American Captains 
had ſet upon her. 

During the Time the Spaniards kept Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Iphigenia, ſhe was ftript of all 
the Merchandize which had been provided for 
Trading, of her Stores, Proviſions, Nautical 
Inſtruments, Charts, &c. and of every Article 
(except Twelve Bars of Iron) which could 


conveniently be carried away, even to the 
Maſter s Watch, and various Articles of Cloath- 
Thus circumſtanced, Captain wes ape 
plied to M. Martinez for Relief ; and, after 
much . Solicitation, obtained a trifling Supply 
of Stores and Proviſions, for the Payment of 
which he, was obliged to give Bills on his 
Owners. 

M. Martinez, finding at length that Cap- 
tain Douglas could not be induced to ſell the 
North-Weſt America, permitted him to de- 
part; and accordingly, on the 1ſt of June, he 
quitted Nootka Sound and returned to China. 

On the Eighth Day after his Departure, the 
Ship North-Weſt America, arriving off the 
Port of Nootka, was boarded and ſeized by 
Boats mannęd and equipped for War, com- 
Ep manded 
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manded by M. Martinez, which , towed her 
into the Sound, and, anchoring her cloſe to 
the Spaniſh Ships of War, took Poſſeſſion of 
her in the Name. of his Catholic Majeſty, as 
good and lawful Prize. The Officers and 
Men, with the Stores, Tackle, Furniture, 
Articles of Trade, and 215 Skins of the beſt 
Quality, were then removed on board the 
Spaniſh Frigate ; and Mr. Barnett, one of the 
Officers, and ſome of the Sailors, were after- 
wards put in Trons. The Ship was ſoon after 
employed by M. Martinez on a Trading 
Voyage, and brought Home a Cargo. for his 
Uſe of 75 Skins, purchaſed with Britiſh Mer- 
chandize, which, on a moderate Calculation, 
were worth 7,500 Dollars. 

On the 3d of July the Argonaut arrived 
off the Port of Nootka. As ſoon as M. Mar- 
tinez obſerved her in the Offing, he boarded 
her in his Launch, and with -much Civility 
promiſed Mr. Colnet, her Commander, every 
Aſſiſtance in his Power; in conſequence of 
which, and having no Suſpicion of the Spa- 
niards, he proceeded into the Sound. 

The next Day, however, M. Martinez ſent 
the Firſt Lieutenant of the Princeſſa, with a 
Military Force, to take Poſſeſſion of the Argo- 


E naut. 


1 4 


naut. They accordingly ſeized her in the 
Name of His Catholic Majeſty, and hoiſted 
on Board of her the Spaniſh Flag. Her Offi- 
cers and Men were made Priſoners, and Mr. 
Colnet was threatened to be hanged at the 
Yard-Arm, in caſe of his refuling to comply 
with any Directions which might be given to 
him. This Treatment had ſuch an Effect 
upon the unfortunate Gentleman, that his 
Faculties became deranged, and he continued, 
when the Account came away, in a State of 
Incapacity for the Conduct of any Buſineſs. 

Not ſatisfied with theſe Inſtances of uſurped 
Authority, M. Martinez appeared deſirous of 
ſeizing freſh Opportunities of inſulting the 
Britiſh Flag.—On the 13th of July the Sloop 
Princeſs Royal appeared off the Port of 
Nootka; and the Commander, approaching 
the Sound in his Boat, was ſeized, and made 
a Priſoner by M. Martinez, who forced him, 
by Threats of hanging him at the Yard-Atm, 

to ſend to his Officers to deliver up his Veſſal 
without Conteſt. Theſe Orders were dif- 
patched into the Offing by a Spaniſh Officer, 
and the Sloop was accordingly ſeized in the 
Name of His Catholic Majeſty, and brought 
io Fort. . NN were _ Priſoners, 
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and her Cargo, conſiſting | of 4737 Skins, was 
ſeized. 

After ſuffering, for ſome Time, an igno- 
minious and painful Captivity, the Crew of 
of the North-Weſt America was ſent by the 
Spaniards to China, The Argonaut, with her 
Officers and Men on Board, was ſent as a 
Prize to San Blas ; and, when the Account 
came away, it was ſaid that the Princeſs 
Royal, with her Crew, were to be ſent to the 
fame Place. M. Martinez, however, thought 
proper to detain the Chineſe, whom he com- 
pelled to enter into the Service of - Spain, and 
whom he employed to work in the Mines, 


which he had opened on the Lands ag 
by Captain Meare. 


Such was the Subſtance of the MES: 
received from Captain Meares. 


HIS Majeſty's Miniſters, who, "ill now, 
had - proceeded with that Caution, which the 
Uncertain Nature of the Intelligence they had 
received rendered eſſentially neceſſary, no 
Jonger having Room to doubt of the Inſult 
offered to the Britiſh Flag, and the Injury ſuſ- 
tained by -Britiſh Subjects, from the unwar- 
rantable and unprovoked Hoſtility of the 


E 2 Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh. Commander, loſt no Time in taking 
thoſe Meaſures, which were beſt calculated to 
vindicate the Honor of His Majeſty and the 
Britiſh Nation, and to prove to all Europe 
that His Majeſty, however deſirous of Peace, 
and however unwilling He might be to hazard 
the Proſperity of His Kingdoms on the Events 
of War, felt too much for the Dignity of 
His Crown and the Intereſts of His People, to 
ſuffer ſuch accumulated Wrongs to paſs with- 
out the Notice becoming the Monarch of ſo 
great a Kingdom. The Affair of Nootka, 
therefore, and the yarious other Grounds of 
Complaint, which the recent Conduct of the 
Spaniſh Court had occaſioned, immediately 
engaged their moſt ſerious Attention, Nor 
was it long before freſh Information from 
Madrid evinced-the Propriety of coming, to a 
ſpeedy Determination, and of putting. this 
Country into ſuch a State of Preparation, as 
might enable her tb iriforce her juſt Demands 
of Satisfaction, ſhould the Court of Spain think 
proper to avow'and ſupport- the Inſults offered 
by her Officers. 


On the 29th of April a Letter was received 
from Mr. Merry, dated Madrid, the r2th of 


April, 


t wi 


April, by which he informed — 
that 


« Don Franciſto: de: Borja; appointed to 
«* command the Fleet of Exerciſe aſ- 
«« ſembling at Carthagena, had received 
* Orders to proceed immediately with 
* the Fleet to Cadiz, where the Rendez- 
te vous was now to be, and where there 
were Three Frigates and Two Sloops 
“ of War ready to join him. That the 
« following were the Ships which were 
50 to fail from Carthagena, viz. 


« SHIPs or THE LINE. Guns, 
„ Europa = - = 74. 
«© San Pablo — — 74 
& San Fulgen cio 64 


« FRIGATES, 
« Santa Tereſa — 


34 
65. Mahoneſa - — 34 
Perla ©: 1.4 - 34 
E $LOOF. 
« Tarte „ n 18 


«© That Orders had arrived there for All 
* the Ships, which had. been reported 
— to 


BF 

«* to be fit for immediate Serviee, to be 
* ballaſted, and held in Readineſs to bg 
a rigged and equipped for Sea on the 
. firſt Notice. Their Number was ſaid 
. to be Twelve Sail of the Line, Four 
« Frigates and Six Xebecks. It was ſaid, 
* that Three Ships of the Line were. now 
«« getting ready for Sea at Ferrol. The 
% ſame Orders had been ſent to the 
« other Ports, as appear to have reached 
« Carthagena, for preparing the Ships 
© to be armed at a ſhort Notice. Mr. 
« Merry added, that, from the Reports 
„ which prevailed, he did not believe the 
% Preparations would be carried any farther 
% at preſent; and that it was not yet 
* known that the Spaniſh Government 

% was looking out for Money.” 


| By another Letter, dated the 1 5th of April, 
and received the 3d of May, Mr. Merry gave 
Notice, that an Order had juſt been iſſued by 
His Catholic Majeſty, abſolutely prohibiving 
for the preſent the Exportation of Specie from 
Spain, even of thoſe Sums for which Licences 
had already been granted by the Bank of St. 


Charles; and that, beſide the Treaſure lately 


brought 
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drought to Cadiz in the Ships of War, Advice 
had been received at Madrid of the Arrival i; in 
that Port, from Vera Cruz, of Two Merchant 
Ships, with near a Million of Hard Dollars 
on Board. | 


% 


Mr. Merit added, that 


« The Spaniſh Fleet at Curthagana.: had 
been joined by the Three Frigates and 
% Two -Sloops - of War from Cadiz, 
„ which he mentioned in his preceding 
« Letter; and that it was ſaid the Whole 
* was to proceed to the latter Port as 
* ſoon as the Wind ſhould allow them 
* to put to Sea.— That the Ships, re- 
« ported to be fitted out for Immediate 
« Service at Cadiz, conſiſt of 14 Sail of 
= the Line, 10 F rigates, and 2 Sloops: 
: That Two Ships of the Line had been 
* ordered to be armed at that Port; and 
00 that Directions had been given for the 
I Two, which were arrived with Treaſure 


'« from Spaniſh America, not to be. dif- 


hal armed,” * 
, L Ty I 22 — 4 * hs © : 1 " —T * 
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r elisa received about "the 1 
Time, the Authenticity of which could not 
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be doubted, His Majeſty's Miniſters were in- 
formed, That a large Fleet was fitted out at 
Ferrol, conſiſting of 13 Ships and 4 or.s 
Frigates : That a Report prevailed, that All 
the Veſſels in that Department were to be 
fitted out ; and that they were actually getting 


ready, with the greateſt Speed, the following 
Veſſels, viz. 
Guns. 


Medio Mundo 1 "> 124 
San Hermenigildo -= 124 
Conde de Regla 124 
Patriarca San Joſef -= 124 
San Rafael! — 80 
San Fernando -- — 90 
Brillante - - - - 74 
The Number of Frigates and their Deſtiny 
were, according to this Account, uncertain. 
The fame Intelligence gave Notice that, in the 
Courſe of the laſt Month, the Europa of 74 
Buns,' the Juno Frigate of 44, and the Santa 
Tereſa of 36 Guns, failed for Cadiz, where 
they now are, with Ten other Sail of the 
Line and Eight Frigates :—That,” in the other 
Departments, they were getting ready All their 
Ships: — That there had already been a Levy 
of 6, ooo Seamen from Galicia and the Aſtu- 

rias, 
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rias, and of 2,000 from Biſcay, and that Or- 
ders were iſſued for a further Levy of Twenty- 
four Thouſand Men :— And that the Regiments 
of Galicia, Murcia and Zamora were on their 
March from Pontevedra to Corunna. 


THE Meaſures adopted by His Majeſty's 
Miniſters were as Vigorous as the important 
Occaſion demanded, and their prompt Exe- 
cution correſponded with the Urgency of the 
Moment. On the 4th of May a Meſſenger 
was diſpatched to Mr. Merry at Madrid, con- 
veying to him Inſtructions to Repreſent to 
the Court of Madrid, that the laſt Commu- 
nication delivered by the Marquis del Campo 
is conſidered by His Britannic Majeſty as 
Unſatisfactory, and as not affording that Re- 


paration which His Majeſty had a Right to 
expect on this Occaſion; it being therein 


ſtated, that the Reſtitution of the Veſſel was 
made on the Ground of General Regard for 
the Britiſh Nation, and of a Suppoſed Ig- 


norance of the Property of Spain, which 
alone, as it is alledged, could have encouraged 


the Individuals of any Nation to reſort to 
thoſe Coaſts, in the Idea of Eftabliſhing them- 
ſelves there, or of carrying on their Commerce; 

| F a Claim 
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4 Claim on the Part of the Court of Spain 
being alſo therein diſtinctly aſſerted to the 
Excluſive Rights of Sovereignty, Navigation 
and Commerce in the Territories, Coaſts and 
Seas on the North-Weſt Coaſt of America; 
and no Satisfaction whatever being made or 
offered to His Majeſty, for a Proceeding ſo 
offenſive to the Honor of His Crown. That, 
in Addition to theſe Conſiderations, His Ma- 
jeſty had ſince received further Information of 
the Particulars of the Tranſaction in Queſtion; 
by which it appeared that the Spaniſh Officer 
did not confine himſelf to the Capture of One 
Veſſel alone; that he had alſo made Prize of 
a Veſſel called the Princeſs Royal, belonging 
to the Port of London, and had ſent her, 
with her Crew as Priſoners, to the Port of 
San Blas, having ſeized her Cargo, and made 
Uſe of it for the Purpoſe of carrying on a 
Commerce on the Coaſt, That it was doubt- 
ful whether One or Both of the Two Veſſels, 
mentioned in M. del Campo's Firſt Letter as 
belonging to a Portugueze, reſident at Macao, 
were not in Effect Britiſh Veſſels, navigated 
under ſuch Circumſtances as would, by the 
Laws of Nations, entitle them to the Pro- 
tection of His Britannic Majeſty. That it 


appeared, 


142 


appeared, that the Soil at Nootka, and in 
ſome other Parts of the Coaſt, particularly in 
a Strait in or about 40 Degrees, 50 Minutes 
of Latitude, had been, antecedently to this 
Tranſaction, purchaſed of the Natives by a 
Britiſh Subject, and the Britiſh Flag hoiſted 


thereon. 


. 


Mr. Merry was then directed to Repreſent, 
that, under theſe Circumſtances, His Majeſty 
had felt it due to the Honor of His Crown, 
and the Rights of His People, to require the 
full and entire Reſtitution of All the ſaid 
Veſſels, with their Property and Crews, or 
of as many of them as ſhould, on fair Exa- 
mination of what can be alledged on both 
Sides, be found to have been Britiſh Veſlels, 
entitled as ſuch to His Majeſty's Protection; 
and to inſiſt on an Indemnification to the In- 
dividuals concerned in the ſaid Veſſels, for 
the Loſſes ſuſtained by their unjuſt Detention 
and Capture: And, above all, on an adequate 
Reparation to His Majeſty for the Injury done 
by an Officer, commanding His Catholic Ma- 
jeſty's Veſſels of War, to Britiſh Subjects, 
trading, under the Protection of the Britiſh 
Flag, in thoſe Parts of the World, where the 
Subjects of His Majeſty have an Unqueſtion- 
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able Right to a Free and Undiſturbed Enjoy- 
ment of the Benefits of Commerce, Naviga- 
tion and Fiſhery ; and alſo to the Poſſeſſion 
of ſuch Eſtabliſhments, as they may form with 
the Conſent of the Natives, in Places un- 
occupied by Other European Nations. 

Mr. Merry was finally directed to Demand 
a Speedy and Explicit Anſwer to This Com- 
munication; at the ſame Time expreſſing the 
ſincere Wiſhes of His Britannic Majeſty, that 
the Iſſue of the preſent Buſineſs may be ſuch, 
as to remove any Grounds of Uneafineſs, and 
continue and confirm Harmony and Friend- 
ſhip between the T'wo Nations. 


THE ſame Meſſenger, who was charged 
with this Repreſentation, carried alſo a Letter 
from the Duke of Leeds to Mr. Merry, in- 
forming him that Mr. Fitz-Herbert was di- 
rected to repair Immediately to Spain, in order 
to carry on ſuch Negotiations as may be ne- 
ceſſary:— That His Majeſty had found it in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to make Preparations, for 
enabling Himſelf to Act as the Exigency of 
Affairs may require ;—That His Majeſty con- 
tinues to entertain a ſincere Deſire for Peace, 
and will embrace with Satisfaction the firſt 
85:7 5 Opportunity 
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Opportunity of Diſcontinuing His Prepara- 
tions, and reducing His Forces to a Peace 
Eſtabliſhment, when He ſhall be fatisfied 


that ſimilar Meaſures will be taken by the 


Court of Spain, and when He ſhall have ob- 
tained an adequate Reparation, and ſufficient 


Security for the Future; Objects which His 


Majeſty cannot relinquiſh, being fully deter- 
mined to ſupport to the utmoſt the Honor of 


His Crown and the Juſt Rights of all His 
Subjects. 


On the ſame Evening, a Notification of the 
Buſineſs in Agitation was tranſmitted to His 
Majeſty's Conſuls in the different Ports of 
Spain, and a General Preſs took Place, which 
proved the Firſt Public Notice of the Diſpute 
between the Two Crowns; the whole Affair 
having hitherto been conducted with a Secrecy 
unknown on any former Occaſion, and having 
been confined to thoſe few Perſons only, who, 
from their peculiar Situations of Confidence, 
were neceſſarily employed in it's Conduct. 


On the following Day, His Majeſty was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to ſend a Meſſage to each Houſe 
of Parliament ; of which, and of the Orders 


which 
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which were made by them for Addreſſes to 
His Majeſty, the following are Copies : 


His MAJESTY's moſt Gracious MESSAGE 
to the LORDS Spiritual and Temporal, 
in Parliament aſſembled, 


Wedneſday, May 5, 1790. 

_ HIS Majeſty has received Information, that 
Two Veſſels, belonging to His Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, and navigated under the Britiſh Flag, 
and Two others, of which the Deſcription is 
not hitherto ſufficiently aſcertained, have been 
captured at Nootka Sound, on the North- 
Weſtern Coaſt of America, by an Officer com - 
manding Two Spaniſh Ships of War ; that the 
Cargoes of the Britiſh Veſſels have been ſeized, 
and that their Officers and Crews have been 
ſent as Priſoners to a Spaniſh Port. 

The Capture of One of theſe Veſſels had 
before been notified by the Ambaſſador of His 
Catholic Majeſty, by Order of his Court, 
who, at the ſame Time, deſired, that Meaſures 
might be taken for preventing His Majeſty's 
Subjects from frequenting thoſe Coaſts, which 
were alledged to have been previouſly occupied, 
and frequented by the Subjects of Spain. 

Complaints 


19 
Complaints were alſo made of the Fiſheties 
carried on by His Majeſty's Subjects in the 
Seas adjoining to the Spaniſh Continent, as 
being contrary to the Rights of. the Crown of 
Spain. In conſequence of this Communi- 
cation, a Demand was immediately made, by 
His Majeſty's Order, for adequate Satisfaction, 
and for the Reſtitution of the Veſſel, previous 
to any other Diſcuſſion, 

By the Anſwer from the Court of Spain, it 
appears, that this Veſſel and her Crew had 
been ſet at Liberty by the Vice-Roy of Mexi- 
co; but this is repreſented to have been done 
by him, on the Suppoſition that nothing but 
the Ignorance of the Rights of Spain en- | 
couraged the Individuals of other Nations to | 
come to thoſe Coaſts, for the Purpoſe of 
making Eſtabliſhments, or carrying on Trade, 
and in Conformity to his previous Inſtruc- 
tions, requiring him to ſhew all poſſible Re- 
gard to the Britiſh Nation. 

No Satisfaction is made or offered, and 2 
direct Claim is aſſerted by the Court of Spain 
to the excluſive Rights of Sovereignty, Navi- 
gation, and Commerce in the Territories, 


Coaſts, and Seas in that Part of the World. 
His 
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His Majeſty has now directed His Miniſter 
at Madrid to make a freſh Repreſentation on 
this Subje&; and to claim ſuch full and ade- 
quate Satisfaction as the Nature of the Caſe 
evidently requires. And, under theſe Circum- 
ſtances, His Majeſty having alſo received In- 
formation that conſiderable Armaments are 
carrying on in the Ports of Spain, has judged 
it indiſpenſably neceſſary to give Orders for 
making ſuch Preparations as may put it in His 
Majeſty's Power to act with Vigour and Effect, 
in Support of the Honour of His Crown and 
the Intereſts of His People. And His Majeſty 
:doubts not but He ſhall have the Concurrence 
and Support of this Houſe (on whoſe Affection 
and Zeal. He perfectly relies) in taking ſuch 
Meaſures, and making ſuch Augmentation of 
His Forces, as may be eventually neceſlary for 
this Purpoſe. 

It is His Majeſty's earneſt Wiſh that the 
z Juſtice of His Majeſty's Demands may inſure, 
from the Wiſdom and Equity of His Catholic 
- Majeſty, the Satisfaction which is ſo unqueſ- 
tionably due; and that this Affair may be ter- 
minated in ſuch a Manner as to prevent any 

_. Grounds of Miſunderſtanding in future, and 

- 40 continue and confirm that Harmony and 

Friendſhip 
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Friendſhip which has happily ſubſiſted be- 
tween the Two Courts, and which His Majeſty 
will always endeavour to maintain and im- 
prove, by all ſuch Means as are conſiſtent with 
the Dignity of His Majeſty's Crown, and the 


eſſential Intereſts of His Subjects. 
| | . N. 


ORDER of the Houſe of LORDS for an 
AppREss to His MAJESTY. 


OrDrRreD, Nemine diſſentiente, 


THAT an humble Addreſs be preſented 
to His Majeſty, to return His Majeſty the 
Thanks of this Houſe for His moſt Gracious 
Meſſage, acquainting this Houſe with thoſe 
Circumſtances relative to the Capture of 
Britiſh Veſſels on the North-Weſtern Coaſt 
of America, and to the Conduct of the Court 
of Spain on this Occaſion, which have induced 
His Majeſty to give Orders for making ſuch 
Preparations as may put it in His Majeſty's 
Power to act with Vigour and Effect, in Sup- 


port of the Honor of His Majeſty's Crown, 


and of the Intereſts of His People; and to aſ- 
G ſure 
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ſure His Majeſty of Our ready Concurrence 
and. Support, in taking ſuch Meaſures, and in 
making ſuch Augmentation of His Majeſty's 
Forces, as may eventually be neceſſary on this 
Occaſion. / 

That We truſt that the Juſtice of His Ma- 
jeſty's Demands will enſure, from the Wiſdom 
and Equity of His Catholic Majeſty, the Sa- 
tisfation which is ſo unqueſtionably due to 
His Majeſty ; and that. We ſhall ſincerely re- 
Joice in ſuch a Termination of the Diſcuſſions 
now depending, as may prevent any Grounds 
of Miſunderſtanding in future, and may con- 
tinue- and confirm that Harmony and Friend- 
ſhip, which has happily ſubſiſted between 
Great Britain and Spain : But that We, at the 
ſame Time, feel it Our indiſpenſable Duty 
to aſſure His Majeſty of the Determination of 
this Houſe to concur with His Majeſty, in the 
moſt zealous and effectual Manner, in ſuch 
Meaſures as may become requiſite, for main- 
taining the Dignity of His Majeſty's Crown, 
and the eſſential Intereſts of His Majeſty's Do- 
minions, | 


His 


En 


His MAJESTY's moſt Gracious MESSAGE 
to the Honourable the Houſe of CO M- 
MONS, in Parliament afſembled. 


Wedneſday, May 5, 1790. 
Hs Majeſty has received Information, that 
Two Veſſels belonging to His Majeſty's Sub- 
jets, and navigated under the Britiſh Flag, 
and Two others, of which the Deſcription is 
not hitherto ſufficiently aſcertained, have been 
captured at Nootka Sound, on the North- 
Weſtern Coaft of America, by an Officer com- 
manding Two Spaniſh Ships of War; that 
the Cargoes of the Britiſh Veſſels have been 
ſeized, and that their Officers and Crews have 
been ſent as Priſoners to a Spaniſh Port. 

The Capture of One of theſe Veſſels had 
before been notified by the Ambaſſador of His 
Catholic Majeſty, by Order of His Court, 
who, at the ſame Time, deſired, that Meaſures 
might be taken for preventing His Majeſty's 
Subjects from frequenting thoſe Coaſts, which 
were alledged to have been previouſly occupied, 
and frequented by the Subjects of Spain. 
Complaints were alſo made of the Fiſheries 
carried on by His Majeſty's Subjects in the 

G 2 Seas 
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Seas adjoining to the Spaniſh Continent, as 
being-contrary to the Rights of the Crown of 
Spain. In conſequence of this Communi- 
cation, a Demand was immediately made, by 
His Majeſty's Order, for adequate Satisfaction, 
and for the Reſtitution of the Veſſel, previous 
to any other Diſcuſſion, 
By the Anſwer from the Court of Spain, it 

appears, that this Veſſel and her Crew had 
been ſet at Liberty by the Vice-Roy of Mexi- 
co; but this is repreſented to have been done 
by him, on the Suppoſition that nothing but 
the Ignorance of the Rights of Spain en- 
couraged the Individuals of other Nations to 
come to thoſe Coaſts, for the Purpoſe of 
making Eſtabliſhments, or carrying on Trade; 
and in Conformity to his previous Inſtructions, 
requiring him to ſhew all poſſible Regard to 
the Britiſh Nation. 
No Satisfaction is made or offered, and a 

direct Claim is afferted by the Court of Spain 
to the excluſive Rights of Sovereignty, Navi- 
{gation and Commerce in the Territories, 
Coaſts, and Seas in that Part of the World. 
- His Majeſty has now directed His Miniſters 

at Madrid to make a freth Repreſentation on 
w_ * and to claim ſuch full and ade- 


quate 
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quate Satisfaction as the Nature of the Caſe 
evidently requires. And, under theſe Circum- 
ſtances, His Majeſty having alſo received In- 
formation that conſiderable Armaments are 
carrying on in the Ports of Spain, has judged 
it indiſpenſably neceflary to give Orders for 
making ſuch Preparations as may put it in 
His Majeſty's Power to act with Vigour and 
Effect, in Support of the Honor of His 
Crown, and the Intereſts of His People. And 
His Majeſty recommends it to His faithful 
Commons (on whoſe Zeal and Public Spirit 
He has the moſt perfect Reliance) to enable 
Him to take ſach Meaſures, and to make 
ſuch Augmentation of His Forces, as may be 
eventually neceſſary for this Purpoſe. 

It is His Majeſty's earneſt Wiſh, that the 
Juſtice of His Majeſty's Demands may inſure, 
from the Wiſdom and Equity of His Catholie 
Majeſty, the Satisfaction which js ſo unqueſ- 
tionably due ; and that this Aﬀair may be ter» 
minated in ſuch a Manner as to prevent any 
Grounds of Miſunderſtanding in future, and 
to continue and confirm that Harmony and 
Friendſhip which has ſo happily ſubſiſted be- 
tween the Two Courts, and which His Maw 
5 will always endeavour to maintain and 

improve, 
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improve, by all ſuch Means as are conſiſtent 
with the Dignity of His Majeſty's Crown, 
r — elſeacial Intereſts of His Subjects. 
G. R. 


The RESOLUTION of the Houſe of 
"COMMONS for an AnDRESY to His 
err. 

Jovis, 6® Die Maii, 1790. 
RxsoLvzp, Nemine contradicente, Ny 


THAT an humble Addreſs be preſented 
to His Majeſty, to return His Majeſty the 
Thanks of this Houſe, for His moſt Gracious 
Meſſage, acquainting this Houſe of thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances relative to the Capture of Britiſh 
Veſſels on the North-Weſtern Coaſt of Ame- 
rica, and to the Conduct of the Court of 
Spain on this Occaſion, which have induced 
His Majeſty to give Orders for making ſuch 
Preparations as may put it in His Majeſty's 
Power to act with Vigour and Effect in Support 
of the Honor of His Majeſty's Crown, and of 
the Intereſts of His People; and to aſſure His 
Majeſty, that We ſhall readily proceed to enable 
His Majeſty to take ſuch Meaſures, and to 
make * Augmentation of His Majeſty's. 


Forces, 


ay 1 
Forces, as may eventually be neceſſary on this 
Occaſion. 

That We truſt that the Juſtice of His Ma- 
jeſty's Demands will enſure, from the Wiſdom 
and Equity of His Catholic Majeſty, the Sa- 
tisfaction which is ſo unqueſtionably due to 
His Majeſty ; and that We ſhall ſincerely re- 
joice in ſuch a Termination of the Diſcuſſions 
now depending, as may prevent any Grounds 
of Miſunderſtanding in future ; and may con- 
tinue and confirm that Harmony and Friend- 
ſhip, which has happily ſubſiſted between Great 
Britain and Spain : But that We, at the ſame 
Time, feel it Our indiſpenſable Duty to aſſure 
His Majeſty of the Determination of His 
faithful Commons to afford His Majeſty the 
moſt zealous and effectual Support, in ſuch 
Meaſures as may become requiſite, for main- 
taining the Dignity of His Majeſty's Crown, 
and the eſſential Intereſts of His Majeſty's 
Dominions. 


WHILE theſe Steps were taking, to vin- 
dicate the Honor of the Britiſh Crown, and 
to obtain an adequate Satisfaction from the 
Court of Spain, the other Departments of Hig: 
Majeſty's Government were employed in ta- 
king 
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king every Meaſure which was proper, for 
carrying. into Effect His Majeſty's vigorous 
Counſels, and for putting His Diſtant Poſ- 
ſeſſions into a State of adequate Defence. 
For this Purpoſe, immediate Notice, with 
proper Inſtructions for their Conduct at ſo 
critical a Period, was ſent to the ſeveral Con- 
ſuls on the Coaſt of Barbary, and to Major- 
General O'Hara, commanding at Gibraltar.“ 
Lord Heathfield, the Governor of that im- 
portant Fortreſs, ſolicited and obtained His 
Majeſty's Permiſſion to reſume his Command, 
and ſet out on his Return to the Garriſon. 
The Seventh Regiment of Foot was ordered 
to embark without Delay to the ſame Place, 
to join their Colonel His Royal Highneſs 
Prince Edward. | 


At the ſame Time every Attention was ſhewn 
to the Security of His Majeſty's Poſſeſſions in 
America and the Weſt Indies, which might 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be more open to any 
ſudden hoftile Attack, 


i Lord © GDP the Governor of Canada, 
who had ſignified his Intention of returning to 
England the enſuing dummer. was directed + 
2 to 


* May 6. + Same Date. 
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to remain in his Government, where his Ex- 
perience and Abilities were judged to be of 
the greateſt Importance. As it was doubtful 
whether, conſiſtently with the other Exigencies 
of the State, a Reinforcement of Troops could 
be ſent out this Year to Canada, his Lordſhip 
was directed to take proper Meaſures for em- 
bodying the Militia in that Province, ſhould 
ſuch a Meaſure, in the Courſe of Events, ap- 
pear to him to be neceſſary: And he was 
further inſtructed to cultivate, as much as poſ- 
ſible, the Friendſhip of the Inhabitants of 
Vermont, in order to prevent any Alarm which 
might ariſe on the Part of the United States 
of America. 

As this was an Occurrence on every Account 
to be deprecated, and againſt the Poſſibility of 
which it behoved the Wiſdom of His Majeſty's 
Government to provide as certainly as the-Exi- 
gencies of the Moment would permit, Lord 
Dorcheſter was directed to adopt every Means 
in his Power to influence the Americans in 
Favor of the Britiſh Nation; and to prevent 
them from being induced, by any Repreſen- 
tations of the Court of Spain, or by any Offers 
which might be held out to them by that 
Power, to join with Her in the Event of Her 


H Conteſt 
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Conteſt with England. For this Purpoſe, in 
Addition to the friendly Profeſſions, which he 
had conſtantly held out to them ſince the 
Peace, he was inſtructed to explain to them 
the real Nature of the Spaniſh Pretenſions; by 
which an Excluſive Claim, as againſt all the 
World, was advanced by them to the Poſſeſſion 
and Dominion of the Whole Weſtern Coaſt of 
America and the adjoining Seas; a Claim, 
which, if admitted, muſt of courſe operate as 
ſtrongly and as diſadvantageouſly againſt the 
Americans as againſt the Engliſh, and muſt put 
an End to the Proſecution of their Fur Trade, 
which was become ſo material for the carrying 
on of their Commerce to China. He was alſo 
directed to ſuggeſt the important Conſequences 
which might reſult from the Navigation of the 
Miſſiſſippi being opened to them; Advantages 
at leaſt as great, as could poſſibly be expected 
from their becoming poſſeſſed of the Forts on 
the Frontier of Canada; particularly when it 
was contidered, that they might acquire the 
former, by the Aſſiſtance of Great Britain, 
much more eaſily than they could hope to poſ- 
ſeſs the latter, againſt Her Will, by _ wy 
ef Fein. 


Notices 
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Notices of the Diſcuſſions in Queſtion were 
ſent to the Governors of Barbadoes, St. Vincent, 
the Leeward and Bahama Iſlands, Dominica, 
Cape Breton and Nova Scotia, with Directions 
to tranſmit the earlieſt Intelligence in their 
Power of the State and Preparations of the 
Spaniards and French in thoſe Parts of the 
World, together. with accurate Statements of 
the Forces under their reſpective Commands; 
and the Governors of thoſe Places, where 
Works of Defence were carrying on, had Or- 
ders to expedite them as quickly as poſſible, 
and to take the proper Steps for calling out 
their ſeveral Militias, ſhould Circumſtances 
render ſuch a Meaſure adviſeable. 

As an Increaſe of our Military Force in the 
Weſt Indies was deemed expedient, the Thir- 
teenth and Fifteenth Regiments of Foot, which 
had been on the Iriſh Eſtabliſhment, were or- 
dered to embark immediately at Cork, having 
previouſly been augmented to Seventy Men, 
beſide Officers and Non-commiſſioned Officers, 
per Company: And the Forty-ſeventh and 
Sixty-ſecond Regiments, which had lately been 
ſent to Nova Scotia, for the Purpoſe of relieving 
the Fifty-fourth and Fifty-ſeyenth Regiments, 


H 2 (whoſe 
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{whoſe Removal was now countermanded) 
were ordered to the Weſt Indies; the former 
to the Bahamas, ' and the latter to Jamaica. 
They were to he tranſported in the Endymion 
and Actæon, each of Forty- four Guns, which 
were directed afterwards to join the Squadron 
on the Jamaica Station. Orders were alſo ſent || 
to Governor Parry at Barbadoes, and to Lieu- 
tenant-General Matthews at Grenada, to pro- 
vide Quarters for a confiderable additional 
Force, which might probably be ſent to thoſe 
Iſlands in the Event of a War: And Major- 
General Williamſon was directed immediately 
to repair to Jamaica, as Commander of the 
Forces. 

That nothing might be omitted in that 
Quarter of the World, which might tend to 
the Security of His Majeſty's Subjects, the 
Earl of Effingham, who had recently arrived as 
Governor in the Iſland of Jamaica, was directed 
* to pay a particular Attention to the Settlers in 
the Honduras. Though it was impoſſible for 
His Majeſty, conſiſtently with good Faith, 
to ſend Troops or other Articles of Military 
Preparation there, previouſly to an actual Rup- 
ture with Spain, yet it was extremely defireable 


that 
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that Preparations ſhould be made for ſending 
down, immediately and without the ſmalleſt 
Delay, both Advice and Aſſiſtance to the Set- 
tlers in caſe of Neceſſity. Lord Effingham, 
therefore, was apprized of this Circumſtance, 
and was particularly directed, on the firſt 
Notice he might receive from Home of a War, 
or on any other ſufficient and authentic In- 
formation of the actual Commencement of 
Hoſtilities, to diſpatch a Veſſel to the Hon- 
duras, for the Purpoſe of conveying Notice of 
ſuch an Event to the Britiſh Settlers, and of 
carrying to them a ſufficient Supply of Arms 
and Ammunition. | 

Within a very ſhort Time after this Inſtruc- 
tion was ſent, His Majeſty's Miniſters, reflect- 
ing on the Importance of the Settlement in 
Queſtion, and, conceiving that, on many Ac- 
counts, it might become an Object of early 
Attack to the Spaniards, thought proper Þ to 
diſpatch a Sloop of War directly to the Hon- 
duras, to guard the Settlers againſt any Sur- 
prize, and to convey ſuch a Quantity of Arms 
and Ammunition, as might enable them to 
defend themſelves in caſe of Neceſſity. The 
Commander of the Sloop, however, was ſtrict- 


ly 
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iy charged to abſtain from giving any Cauſe 
of Complaint to Spain, and not to land the 
Arms and Ammunition he conveyed, unleſs 
formally required ſo to do by Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Hunter, the Superintendant of the Set- 
tlement. In caſe of ſuch a Requiſition being 
made, he was ordered to land them, and to 
co-operate to the utmoſt of his Power with 
Colonel Hunter and the Settlers. And, that 
every Thing might be done which could con- 
duce to the Safety of theſe Perſons, Lord 
Effingham was, at the ſame Time, directed to 
ſend them a Supply of Proviſions. from Ja- 
maica. 
While thus every Meaſure was adopted, 
which could tend to the Security of His Ma- 
jeſty's Weſtern Poſſeſſions, His Confidential 
Servants were not leſs attentive to. the Eaſt 
Indies, nor leſs prompt -in providing againſt a 
poſſible Attack in that Quarter, or for an ef- 
fectual Exertion of the Britiſh Force, ſhould 
the Conduct of the Spaniards juſtify ſuch an 
Enterprize. Inſtructions were ſent Þ over Land 
by an Officer, and by the Company's Ships 
then under Diſpatch, to Earl Cornwallis, 
Governor General of Bengal, directing him, 

| 1 
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in concert with General Medows and Com- 
modore Cornwallis, to take all preparatory 
Steps for getting ready One Regiment of the 
King's Troops at Bengal, One at Bombay, and 
Two at Madras, with as many Madras or Bom- 
bay Seapoys as might, in the whole, conſti- 
tute a Force of about Five Thouſand Men, 
for the Purpoſe of acting offenſively from the 
Eaſt Indies againſt the Spaniſh Settlements in 
the Phillippines, or on the Weſtern Coaſt of 
America, ſhould Orders come out from Eng» 
land to that Effect: And he was further in- 
ſtructed to provide a ſufficient Quantity of 
Shipping to convey theſe Troops, and to cole 
lect a Sufficiency of Artillery, Camp Equipage, 
and other Stores, as well as Salt Proviſions. - 

This Diſpatch had left England a very ſhort 
Time, when a Piece of Intelligence arrived, 
which made it neceſſary in ſome Degree to 
alter the Inſtructions thus ſent out. An At- 
tack had been made by Tippoo Sultan on an 
Ally of the Eaſt India Company, which, it 
was apprehended, might occaſion the Britiſh 
Government in that Peninſula to interfere, 
and might lead on to a War with that powerful 
Prince. In conſequence of this Event, His 
Majeſty's Miniſters conceived that it would 


not 
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not be adviſeable to detach ſo many Men from 
that Country on an Expedition againſt the 
Spaniards, as had been mentioned in the pre- 
ceding Letter. A freſh Inſtruction was there- 
fore ſent ® to Lord Cornwallis, by the Swal- 
low Packet, directing him to hold in Readi- 
neſs Two Battalions of Europeans, and as 
many Native Troops as might make the whole 
Force amount to 1,500 or 2,000 Men, for the 
Purpoſe of making an Attack on Manilla, and 
which probably would prove adequate to that 
Expedition. 

At the ſame Time, One Ship of the Line 
and Two Frigates were ordered to proceed im- 
mediately to India, to join the Fleet under 
Commodore Cornwallis. One Fifty Gun 
Ship and One Frigate were ordered to fail for 
Canton, to convoy through the Indian Seas 
the Company's China Ships, which were or- 
dered to fail in Two Diviſions, the Firſt in 
: January next, the Second in February ; and, 
having performed this Service, to join Commo- 
dore Cornwallis, either at the Manillas or in the 
Bay of Bengal, according to the Information 
they ſhould receive. Beſides theſe Reinforce- 
ments, a Quantity of Salt Proviſions, ſufficient 
| | for 
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for the Uſe of Five Thouſand Men for Six 
Months, was ſent in Tranſports to the Eaſt 


Indies, as it was apprehended a Difficulty 


might be found in procuring that Article 
there: 


Having thus taken a View of the Meaſures 
adopted by His Majeſty's Miniſters, for put- 
ting His diſtant Poſſeſſions into a State of ade- 
quate Defence, and for making ſuch Prepa- 
rations for active Service as Circumſtances 
might require; it will be proper to return to 
the great Queſtion agitating with the Court of 
Spain, and to follow the King's Servants in 
the Negotiations which it occaſioned in various 


Parts of Europe. 


THE happy Termination of the Diſputes 
in Holland in the Vear 1787, by which the 
preſent Government of the United Provinces 
was eſtabliſhed on its preſent Footing, and 
which was in a great Meaſure owing to the 
vigorous and effectual Interference of His Ma- 
jeſty, having united Great Britain and that 
Country in ſtrict Friendſhip, and having been 
followed by a Defenſive Alliance between 
Them and the King of Pruſſia, it was, on 


every Account, proper, that the earlieſt In- 


I timation 
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timation of the impending Buſineſs ſhould be 
ſent to thoſe Courts. Accordingly, on the 
4th of May, every requiſite Information on 
that Subject was ſent to Lord Auckland, His 
Majeſty's Ambaſſador to the States General ; 

and his Excellency was inſtructed to ſtate to 
the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, the Grand 
Penſionary and the Grefher, that the King, 
relying with Confidence on the Juſtice of His 
Cauſe, as well as on the Sincerity of His 
Wiſhes to avoid, if poſſible, the Interruption 
of Peace with Spain, was confident of the 
Meaſures He had adopted being approved in 
Holland ; and that, ſhould the Injuries of 
which He complained not be redreſſed, He 
made no Doubt of the Support of His Allies, 
if the Conteſt, which then would be inevitable, 
ſhould make it neceſſary for His Majeſty to 
call upon them to fulfil the Engagements of 
the Alliance. 

A fimilar Communication was made on the 
7th to the Court of Berlin. 

By another Letter to Lord Auckland, alfo 
dated the 4th of May, the Duke of Leeds 
defired his Excellency to inform him, previous 
to any Demand of the Succours ſtipulated by 


Treaty being made, whether a certain Num- 
ber 
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ber of Ships might not be furniſhed by the 
Republic, to a& in concert with us (in caſe 
of War) though not upon the preciſe Footing 
of Auxiliaries under Treaty; and upon what 
Terms ſuch Afiſtance might be procured, 
before a Formal Demand of a Naval Force, as 
ſpecified in the Treaty, His Grace conceived 
there was no Doubt but that, on the ſtricteſt 
Interpretation of our Alliance, This is a Caſe 
in which we ſhould be intitled to call on the 
Republic to furniſh it's Contingent z but that 
it might perhaps be worth while, at an earlier 
Stage of the Buſineſs, to induce the Republic 
to make Immediate Preparations for equipping 
a Squadron, under an Engagement from us to 
contribute to the Extraordinary Expences'ari- 
ſing from that Meaſure ; and that ſuch a De- 


monſtration, made in concert with us at the 


Outſet, might have the greateſt Effect in pre- 
venting actual Extremities, and might thereby 
equally promote the Views and the Intereſts of 
This Country and of Holland. This the Duke 


ſtated to his Excellency in perfect Confidence, 


with a View to his making ſuch Enquiries as 
could be made with Diſcretion, in order to give 
His Majeſty's Miniſters the neceſſary Informa- 
tion on the Subject; and Lord Auckland was 
further directed to ſend over, with the utmoſt 

I 2 Expedition, 
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Expedition, an accurate Account of the whole 
of the Dutch Naval Force, eſpecially of that 
Part ſerving on Foreign Stations, diſtinguiſhing 
the ſeveral Stations. 
.- Theſe neceſſary Steps having been taken to» 
wards Holland and Pruſſia, and a Foundation 
having been laid for Support and Aſſiſtance in 
the Event of a War, His Majeſty's Miniſters 
thought it adyiſcable to purſue ſuch a Line of 
Conduct towards France, as ſhould prevent 
that Power from taking a Part againſt us in 
Favor of Spain, With this View, a Commu» 
Nication of all the recent Circumſtances was 
made, on the 7th of May, to Lord Robert 
Fitz-Gerald, His Majeſty's Charge d' Affaires 
at Paris; and he was directed to take an early 
Opportunity of explaining the Whole of this 
Buſineſs to Monſieur de Montmorin, and to 
aſſure him, in the moſt explicit Manner, that 
the Preparations going forward in This Coun- 
try were made ſolely with a View to the Situa- 
tion, in which His Majeſty found Himſelf in 
relation to the Court of Spain, and for the 
Purpoſe of defending His juſt Rights: That 
the King was ſincerely deſirous of terminating 
the Affair by Negotiation, if it could be ef- 
fected on fair and honourable Grounds; and t 


hat 
He 
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He was perſuaded the Court of France would 
ſee, in it's juſt Light, the Conduct which His 
Majeſty found Himſelf indiſpenſibly obliged to 
adopt on this Occaſion. Lord Robert was alſo 
inſtructed to repeat the Aſſurances which, 
from Time to Time, he had been inſtructed 
to make, of His Majeſty's ſincere Defire to 
preſerve the Harmony and Good Underſtanding 


at preſent happily ſubſiſting between This 
Country and France. 


At the ſame Time, Circular 1 were 
written to all the King's Miniſters reſiding in 
the different Courts of Europe, acquainting 
them with the Buſineſs in Diſcuſſion, and re- 
quiring them to ſend. Home the earlieſt and 
moſt compleat Accounts of every Thing which 
might have a relation to it. 


ON the 10th of May, a Letter arrived from 
Mr. Merry to the Duke of Leeds, dated Aran- 
juez, April 22, by which it appeared that the 
Warlike Preparations in Spain were continued. 
Mr. Merry relates, that the Fleet under Lieu- 
tenant-General Borja, conſiſting of Three Ships 
of the Line, Six Frigates and Two Sloops, had 
failed on the 14th Inſtant from Carthagena, 
and had taken a Weſterly Courſe: That Or- 
ders had been ſent to that Port, for Six Sail 


of 
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of the Line and Two Frigates to be prepared 
for Sea with all poſſible Expedition: That 
Four Line of Battle Ships (Two of them Firſt 
Rates) and ſome Frigates, were arming at Ca- 
diz: That One Ship of 112 Guns, One of 84, 
another of 74, a Frigate, and Two Store- Ships 
of 40 Guns each, were arming at Ferrol; and 
that, upon the whole, it would appear that 
there were about Twenty Sail of the Line at 
that Time preparing for Immediate Service in 


the Spaniſn Ports. 


LORD Auckland, to whom, as it has al- 
ready been ſtated, a very delicate and important 
Commiſſion was intruſted by the Duke of 
Leeds's Private Letter of the 4th Inſtant, loſt 
no Time in carrying into Effect His Majeſty's 
Wiſhes. Having communicated to the Prince 
and Princefs of Orange, the Penfionary, and 
the Greffier, the Contents of that Diſpatch, 
he was deſired by them to expreſs their grate- 
ful Acknowledgements for ſo early a Communi- 
cation of this very important Buſineſs, which 
they conſidered as a Mark of particular At- 
tention, exciting them to Alacrity and Ear- 
neſtneſs in our Cauſe. This Acknowledge- 
ment was followed by the moſt active and 
friendly Exertions, and by the moſt unequi- 

| yocal 
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vocal Proofs of the good Diſpoſition of that 
Government, to go even beyond His Majeſty's 
Deſires, in their Efforts to aſſiſt this Country 
in the Event of a War. Lord Auckland re- 
ceived an Account of the Dutch Navy, by 
which it appeared, that the Number of Ships 
of the Line, in actual Exiſtence, in the dif- 
ferent Ports of the Republic, was near Forty, 
upon the Eſtabliſhment and Annual Repar- 
tition of the Provinces: That of theſe, about 
Half the Number was in a very good State, and, 
ſhould His Majeſty wiſh to have them imme- 
diately, in Part, or in the Whole, fitted for 
Service, the States General would agree to it, 
provided Great Britain would charge herſelf 
with the Expence. Of this, however, Lord 
Auckland promiſed to ſpeak more preciſely in 
his next Diſpatch. Of Ships immediately in 
Readineſs, beſides the Frigates in the Eaſt and 
Weſt Indies, there were ſtationed in the 
Texel and Uliſſengen, One Ship of Seventy. 
Guns, Two of Sixty, One of Fifty, Two of 
Forty, Two of Twenty, beſides ſome Cutters 
and armed Brigs; and, in the Mediterranean 
and Archipelago, Two Ships of Forty and 
Forty-four Guns, One of Thirty-ſix, and One 
of Twenty-four, The Veſſels in the Texel 
. | | | and 
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and Uliſſengen might be ſent to Sea in the 
Caurſe of a Month; and, within Three 
Months, the Squadron might be increaſed by 
One Seventy Gun Ship, and Five of Sixty. 
Such were the important Advices received 
from Lord Auckland on the 13th of May; 
affording an unequivocal Proof of the Friendly 
Diſpofition of the States General, as well as of 
the Zeal and Ability of His Majeſty's Ambaſ- 
fador. 


Mr. Fitz-Herbert, who had been charged 
with the arduous Taſk of conducting at the 
Court of Madrid the Negotiation alluded to in 
Mr. Merry's Letter of the 4th Inſtant, having 
left London on the gth, and arrived at Paris 
on the 11th following, no Time was loſt in 
reparing and in forwarding to him, at that 

lace, the Inſtructions, by which his Conver- 
fations with the Spaniſh Miniſtry, and his 


Conduct in every poſſible Contingency, were 


| Theſe were forwatded on the 1 6th of May. 
; In the Firſt of theſe Diſpatches, Mr. Fitz- 


Herbert was directed to maintain, on the 
ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt Grounds, (namely, the Memorial 
delivered by Mr. Meares, and the Vouchers 
ſupporting it) the Juſtice of His Majeſty's 
Demands ; and, at the ſame Time, to endea- 
vour, by a frank and open Communication, to 
make the Court of Spain ſenſible of the Real 
Motives which actuated His Majeſty's Conduct 
on this Occaſion ; which were only to obtain an 
adequate and neceſſary Reparation, in conſe- 
quence of an Inſult clearly indefenſible, and 
to eſtabliſh ſuch an Arrangement, reſpecting 
the Points in Queſtion, as might do Juſtice to 
the fair Rights and Intereſts of Both Countries, 
and remove Occaſions of nn OX or 
Uneaſineſs in future. 

His Majeſty, far from having hoſtile Views 
againſt the Court of Spain, would, with fin- 
cere Concern, find Himſelf under the inevi- 
table Neceſſity of proceeding to Extremities, 
and of foregoing thereby thoſe Advantages of 
Peace, which His Majeſty would greatly prefer 
to any Succeſſes which could be derived from 
War. Should a ſimilar Diſpoſition exiſt on 
the Part of the Spaniſh Court, the Interruption 
of Tranquillity might ſtill be prevented, by 
a full and ſatisfactory Explanation. 5 
| K It 
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It was then ſtated, that the Obtaining of 
Thar Reparation which His Majeſty had de- 
manded, in the firſt Inſtance, was Indiſpenſible; 
and that This Point muſt be aſcertained, in ſome 
regular Mode, before any Formal and Miniſterial 
Diſcuſſion, could take Place with regard to the 
other Queſtions, Mr. Fitz-Herbert, therefore» 
was inſtructed to take the firſt Opportunity of 
ſtating to the Spaniſh Miniſter, that he was 
not at Liberty to give or to receive from him 
Miniſterially any Projet for any Ulterior Ar- 
rangement, until it had been firſt agreed that 
Adequate Satisfaction is to be given; at the 
ſame Time, however, he was to add, that he 
was inſtructed, in caſe the Point of Satisfac- 
tion ſhould be ſettled, to diſcuſs, in the fulleſt 
and moſt amicable Manner, the Principles on 
which His Majeſty conceived a proper Arrange» 
ment might be formed to n Diſputes in 
future. 

The Particulars of the Satisfaction to be de- 
manded, which were no more than what was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Honor of His Majeſty's 
Crown, and which, it was hoped, the Equity 
of the Catholic King would induce Him rea- 


dily to agree to, were Theſe ; — 
| That 


188 


That a Declaration ſhould be given, in the 
Name of His Catholic Majeſty, ſtating in 
Subſtance, that, in conſequence of the Com- 
plaints made by His Majeſty of the Conduct 
of the Spaniſh Officer at Nootka, His Catholic 
Majeſty, in order to ſhew His Defire to remove 
any Cauſe of Miſunderſtanding between the 
Two Crowns, has agreed to make n 
for the Injury complained of. | 

That His Catholic Majeſty ſhould undertake 
to reſtore whichever of the Two Ships (viz. 
the Argonaut and the Princeſs Royal) has not 
been reſtored already, and alſo to reſtore the 
North-Weſt 'America, if that Ship ſhall be 
proved to be Britiſh Property, and to have 
been navigated under ſuch Circumſtances as 
would, according to the eſtabliſhed Laws and 
Practice of Nations, entitle it to the Protection 
of His Majeſty : And further, that His Catho- 
lic Majeſty ſhould engage to make Full Com- 
penſation to the Owners, as well of theſe 
Ships as of the Iphigenia, (ſuppoſing the latter 
alſo to be proved to be Britiſh Property.) 
That the Fact, whether the North-Weſt 
America, or the Iphigenia, ſhould be con- 
fidered as Britiſh Property, and alſo the 
Amount of the Loſſes to be compenſated, may, 
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[1 
if neceſſary, be referred to be aſcertained by 
Commiſſaries, or may be regulated by — 
Examination and Diſcuſſion. 
Should theſe Stipulations be agreed to, doch 
a Declaration of an Intention to give Satiſ- 
faction, together with the Reſtitution and In- 
demnification as above ſtated, would be con- 
ſidered by His Majeſty as adequate Satisfac- 
tion; and His Majeſty would authorize a De- 
claration to be made, in His Majeſty's Name, 
ſtating, that He accepted it as ſuch. 


The Second Diſpatch to Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
contained the Outline of ſuch Ideas, as ſhould 
form the Groundwork of his Converſations 
with the Spaniſh Miniſters, if, by giving the 
Reparation demanded, the Court of Madrid 
ſhould open the Way for further Diſcuſſion, 
reſpecting the Rights and Intereſts of the 
Two Nations, as connected with the Points in 
Queſtion between them, 

For this Purpoſe he was oft, that 
His Majeſty's only Object was to obtain ſuch 
Security, as ſhould protect His Subjects in 
ſuture in the Exerciſe of their juſt Rights, 
and ſhould remove all Grounds of Miſunder- 
Randing berween the Two Courts, 
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Some Stipulation or Agreement for this 


Purpoſe appeared to be rendered neceſſary by 


the Nature of the Spaniſh Claims. Theſe, it 
was indiſpenſible, ought not only to be for- 
mally denied by His Majeſty, but His Majeſty, 
with a View to the Security of His Subjects, 
and to the future Harmony between the Two 
Courts, ſhould be ſatisfied that the Court of 
Spain has no Intention of enforcing them 
againſt His Majeſty's Subjects in future. 

It was further ſtated, that it was not His 
Majeſty's Wiſh to go beyond theſe Points into 
Queſtions of Abſtract Right, unleſs the Court 
of Spain ſhould render it unavoidable ; it being 
more adviſeable to endeavour to form proſpec- 
tively ſuch a Settlement, as might ſecure the 
juſt Intereſts of Both Parties, and diſtinctly 
aſcertain their relative Situation for the future : 
That, however, it would be proper for Mr. 
Fitz- Herbert to ſtate, that, if the Court of 
Spain ſhould make it unavoidable to reſt the 
Diſcuſſion on this Queſtion of Right, His 
Majeſty can never admit the Territorial Claim 
of That Court, extending as it does to Places, 
which can in no Senſe be alledged to be either 
poſſeſſed or occupied by the Subjects of that 


Crown; ſuch a Claim being contrary both 


to 


[1 
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to the eſtabliſhed Principles of the Law of 


Nations, and to the plain Senſe of the Treaties 
ſubfiſting between the Two Courts, clpecully 
that of 1670. 

The Claim of Excluſive Navigation or Com- 
merce in the American or Pacific Seas was ſtated 
to be equally inadmiſſible ; as, according to the 
Principles of the Law of Nations, and the fair 
Conſtruction of Subſiſting Treaties, the Rights 
of Spain can extend only to exclude Britiſh Ships 
from the Ports of Countries Actually in the 
Poſſeſſion of Spain, and to carry into Effect 
the neceſſary Regulations for preventing a 
contraband Trade with their Colonies or Set- 
tlements; and that, conſequently, the Court 
of Spain can have no Ground for aſſerting a 
Right to obſtruct the General Freedom of 
Navigation and Fiſheries in the American or 
| Pacific Seas; or to prevent any other Nations 
from frequenting any of the te Parts of 
the American Continent. 

Should the Court of Spain adopt the Mode 
of proceeding to an Arrangement, which ſhould 
only look forward, and remove Occaſions of 
Miſunderſtanding in future, Mr, Fitz-Herbert 
was inſtructed, that the Firſt Point would be, 
to ſecure His Majeſty's Subjects in carrying on 

Ts | the 
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the Fiſhery for Whales and Seals, in any Part 
of the American Seas or of the Pacific Ocean. 
For this Purpoſe it ſhould be ſtipulated, that 
they ſhould meet with no Moleſtation from 
the Officers or Subjects of His Catholic Ma- 
jeſty when ſo employed, or in coming on Shore 
for the Purpoſe of their Fiſhery, or for that 
of getting Wood, Water, or other Refreſh- 
ments in any of the Unſettled Parts of the 
American Continent, or in any Unſettled 
Iſlands in thoſe Seas. In framing ſuch. an 
Article no Words ſhould be uſed, which.might 
make this Agreement appear a Conceſſion on 
the Part of Spain, and might thereby imply 
an Admiſſion on our Part of their Sove- 
reignty. TT 

That every Jealouſy on this Subject might 
removed, Mr. Fitz-Herbert was authorized to 
expreſs His Majeſty's Readineſs to agree to 
any proper Proviſions which could be pro- 
poſed, for effectually preventing His Subjects 
from making the Fiſhery a Pretext for carry- 
ing on any Contraband Trade with any of the 
Spaniſh Settlements in America; and to pro- 
poſe a General Article, engaging that His 
Majeſty will take the moſt effectual Meaſures 
in His Power for this Purpoſe. 


An 


[ 8 ] 

An Excluſive Right in the Court of Spain 
'to-any Territorial Claim was declared to be 
Inadmiſſible, unleſs founded on Actual Occu- 
pation and Eſtabliſhed Poſſeſſion, prior to any 
other European Nation. This cannot be 
proved to have been the Caſe, prior to the 
late Tranſaction, in any Part of the Conti- 
nent North of the Spaniſh Settlements in 
California, but eſpecially not at Nootka 
and, if any Part of that Coaſt has been oc- 
cupied by Spain, fince the Date of the Vio- 
lence committed by the Spaniſh Officer, That 
Occupation cannot be conſidered as giving any 
Excluſive Right againſt the Britiſh Crown. 

There having been ſuch a bona-fide Oc- 
cupation of Nootka Sound by Britiſh Subjects, 
as would give a Title to the Lands occupied 
by them, and a Right to carry on their Com- 
merce there, unleſs a Prior Poſſeffion on the 
Part of Spain or of any other Nation (of which 
His Majeſty's Miniſters are not yet apprized) 
can be proved; His Majeſty's Subjects, unleſs 
this is the Caſe, muſt be reſtored to the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Lands purchaſed by them in 
thoſe Places. 


With 
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With reſpect to the Permanent Principle, 
vn which the Right of making Further Eſta- 
bliſhments on any Part of the Coaſt in future 
ſhould be regulated, it was ſtated to be evi- 
dently reaſonable, that All European Nations 
ſhould be competent to make ſuch Eſtabliſh- 
ments by a boni-fide Purchaſe, Occupation 
and Poſſeſſion; though it would not be juſt, 
that ſuch Eſtabliſhments ſhould exclude Other 
Nations from a Commerce which they had 
previouſly carried on upon ſuch Coaſt, A Sti- 
pulation to this Effe& ſhould therefore be in- 
ſerted in any Treaty or Convention to be made 
on This Subject. 

Mr. Fitz-Herbert was further inſtructed, 
not to conclude any Thing Definitively, with- 
out freſh Inſtructions, and to take, ad refe- 
rendum, any Modifications, or any Different 
Propoſals, which might be ſuggeſted by the 
Court of Spain; and was informed, that, to 
prevent any Jealouſy which Spain might feel 
as to our Intention of making Settlements in 
South America for the Purpoſe of facilitating 
a Contraband Trade, His Majeſty might poſ- 
fibly be induced to enfer into an Agreement 
with His Catholic Majeſty, by which the Two 
Crowns thould bind themſelves not to make 

L in 
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in future any Settlement on the Continent of 


Iſlands of South America, to the Southward 
of the Parts now occupied by Spain, except 


in the Event of a Settlement being made by 


any other Nation. 


In the Third Diſpatch of the ſame Date, 


Mr. Fitz-Herbert was inſtructed, in the Event 


of a Poſitive Denial of Satisfaction being given 
to Mr. Merry, or even an Order to quit Ma- 
drid, (of which he would become apprized 
by opening the Diſpatches of any Meſſenger 
from Mr. Merry whom he might meet on his 
Road) not to proceed in his Journey without 
further Inſtructions. 

As there was One other Contingency till 
to be provided for, namely, the Circumſtance 
of the Court of Spain determining to ſupport 
it's. preſent Pretenſions, and Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
being ordered to quit Madrid, it will be pro- 
per in this Place to mention that, on the 25th 
of May, that Miniſter was directed (by a Diſ- 
patch ſent in the moſt expeditious Manner) in 
ſuch, a Caſe. Immediately to repair to Liſbon, 
wont: a Frigate would be ready for his own 
Conveyance, and ſome Sloops for the Purpoſe 
of carrying any Diſpatches he might have Oc- 
wen. to forward, Should the Court of Spain 


however, 
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however reſolve upon a War, but ſhould tick 
order Him to quit Madrid, Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
was directed Immediately to ſend the Duke of 
Leeds Notice of that Event, and to remain 
there until he ſhould receive Freſh Inſtructions 
for his future Conduct. 


While His Majeſty's Confidential Servants 
were thus exerting themſelves, to provide for 
every. poſſible Contingency which might ariſe 
from the pending Negotiation, Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert, whom a ſlight Indiſpoſition had de- 
tained at Paris, and Lord Robert Fitz-Gerald, 
loſt no Time in communicating to the French 
Miniſtry the actual State of the Buſineſs, and 
in ſounding their Diſpoſition, as well as that 
of the National Aſſembly, towards this 
Country. As the. Intereſts of theſe Two 
Bodies were evidently diſtin, it is no ſurpri- 
Zing that a Communication of this very in- 
tereſting Nature ſhould have affected them 
differently ; and that while, on the one Hand, 
the French Miniſtry caught at an Opportu- 
nity, which they deemed favourable for the 
Recovery of that Power of which the King 
_ been deprived, the National Aſſembly 
L 2 ſhould 


WJ 
ſhould have ſeized it as the Means of curtailing 
ſtill more the Royal Authority. 

Monſ. de. Montmorin accordingly took an 
early Opportunity of expreſſing his Regret, 
and that of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, at the 
Miſunderſtanding ſubſiſting between the Bri- 
tiſh and Spaniſh Courts; and, with many Ex- 
preſſions of Friendſhip and Deſire of preſer- 
ving Harmony between them, inſinuated an 
Offer of Mediation on the Part of his Royal 
Maſter. At the ſame Time, however, he 
thought proper to obſerve, that the Britiſh 
Armament rendered it neceſſary for France to 
arm on Her Part; but that this was merely a 
Meaſure of Precaution, which the French King 
would be very deſirous to terminate as ſoon as 
poſſible. He concluded by faying, that, in 
this Hope, the French King would ftrenuouſly 
ſecond our Negotiation at Madrid, in the 
Confidence, that Nothing would be propoſed 
to the King of Spain, which could affect His 
Dignity, His Rights, or the Eſſential Intereſts 
of His Crown, . 

This Declaration to our Miniſters was im- 
mediately followed by an Order for fitting out 
Fourteen Sail of the Line, and by a Commu- 
nication of that Order to the National Aſem+, 


bly, 


Wi 
bly, to whom, from the Change which had 
taken Place in that Country, it now was be- 
come neceſſary to reſort, for the Purpoſe of 
receiving the Sanction of that Body, and of 
obtaining a Supply neceſſary for carrying the 
Meaſure into Execution. | 

On the Communication being made, the 
Sanction and the Supply demanded were granted 
without Heſitation. But as, from the inſidious 
Language held in that Aſſembly by many of it's 
Members, who were known to be attached to 
the Royal and Ariſtocratical Parties, it plainly 
appeared that they were anxious to avail them- 
ſelves of this Opportunity to bring on a War, 
in the Hope that the general Diſtreſs and Con- 
fuſion, which muſt almoſt inevitably follow, 
might ultimately tend to the Re-eſtabliſhment 
of the Royal Authority on it's former Footing, 
the Democratical Part of the Aſſembly, aware of 
their Drift, eagerly caught at the Moment for 
carrying into Execution their Plan of transfer- 
ring the Power of making War and Peace from 
the Crown to the National Aſſembly. 

A Meaſure of this Magnitude, on which fo 
much was expected to depend, and which 
called forth the ſtrongeſt Exertions on cither 
pide, divided the National Aſſembly inta 


Three 
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Three Factions. Of theſe, tlie W We 
cudus conſiſted of violent Republicans, whoſe 
Object was to deprive the King altogether of 
that Prerogative, which they contended be- 
longed ſolely to the Nation. The Second was 
the Ariſtocratical Party, which, in a Manner 
equally violent, endeavoured to veſt this Power 
excliifively in the King. The Third, which 
was a Branch of the Republican Party, but 


more moderate in Principle, exerted itſelf ta 


place this Prerogitive in the Hands of the 


King, ſubject, however, to certain Reſtrictions 
and Limitations, This Party, which proved 


to be the moſt numerous and powerful, at 


length prevailed in the Aſſembly ; and, after 


a Debate, which continued by Adjourments 


for near a Week, a Decree was made, which, 
by ſteering between the two Extremities, and 


by endeavouring to reconcile contradictory 


Propoſitions, left the Buſineſs in a State of 


conſiderable Uncertainty, and in a Way which 
could not pleaſe either the Royaliſts or the 
Republicans; but which might hereafter be 


conſtrued in a Senſe agreeable to the Views of 
either Party as it became predominant, and 


might equally aſſiſt the Operations of Executive 


deter nente or be an Engine in the Hands ; 


of 


1 
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of Oppoſition, to cramp or to impede. the 
Royal Exertions. 


This remarkable Decree, which, as it 100 
ſibly may operate ſtrongly in the future Inter- 
courſe, between this Country and France, it 
may be proper to give ſomewhat in detail, 
contains Ten Propoſitions. 


The Firſt declares the Right of Peace and 
War to belong to the Nation. 


The Care of watching for the External 
Safety of the Kingdom, and of maintaining it's 
Rights and Poſſeſſions, is, by the Second, de- 
clared to belong to the King. On Him like- 
wiſe is devolved the Right of keeping up Fo- 
reign Political Relations, the Conducting of 
Negotiations, the Choice of Agents, the ma- 
king of Warlike Preparations proportioned to 
thoſe of the Neighbouring States, the Diſtri- 
bution of the Military and Naval Force in ſuck 
Manner as He may deem expedient, and the 
Command and Direction of it in caſe of War. 

By the Third, the King, in the Caſe of 
Hoſtilities, whether Impending or Commenced, 
ariſing from Commercial Intereſts, from the 
Support of an Ally, or from a Neceſſity of 


maintainin 8 


1 38 ] 

maintaining by Arms a Right, is bound to 
notify ſuch a Circumſtance, without any Delay, 
to the Legiſlative Body ; to explain it's Cauſes 
and Motives; and, if the Legiſlative Body 


ſhould not be actually fitting, to convene it 
immediately. 


On ſuch a Notification, if the Legiſlative 
Body ſhould be of Opinion, that the Hoſtilities 
ſo commenced have ariſen from a culpable 
Aggreſſion on the Part of the Miniſters, or any 
other Agent of the Executive Power, the 
Fourth Propoſition declares, that the Author of 
ſuch Aggreſſion ſhall be proſecuted for the Crime 
of L*ze-Nation. And the Article concludes 
by a Declaration, (which, whatever it's Pro- 
priety may be, certainly has little Connection 
with the preceding Paragraph) that the French 
Nation renounces every Species of Conqueſt, 
and that it will never employ it's Force againſt 
the Liberty of Any People. 


If, however, on ſuch a Notification as that 
juſt mentioned, the Legiſlative Body ſhall de- 
cide againſt: a War, the Executive Power is, 
by the Fifth Article, bound immediately to 
take proper Meaſures to put an End to it, and 
to prevent Hoſtilities ; the King's Miniſters 
| being 
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being reſponſible for any Delay which may 
ariſe in ſo doing. 


By the Sixth, the Terms in which every 
Declaration of War is to be couched are, 


De la Part du Roi, au Nom de la Nation. 


The Seventh declares the Power of the 
Legiſlative Body, in Caſe of an exiſting War, 


to require the Executive Power to conclude a 
Peace. 


By the Eighth it is provided, that, on the 
Termination of a War, the Legiſlative Body 
ſhall have the Power of fixing the Time for 
diſbanding the Extraordinary Troops, and for 
reducing the Army to a Peace Eſtabliſhment. 

It is alſo declared, that the Pay of the Extra- 
ordinary Troops ſhall ceaſe at the Time fixed 
for their being diſbanded ; after which, if they 
remain embodied, the Miniſters ſhall be re- 
ſponſible, and ſhall be proſecuted for L#ze- 
Nation. This Reſponſibility of Miniſters, 
however, appears to be left a little unſettled, 
as the Concluſion of this Article contains an 
Injunction on the Committee of Conſtitution, 
immediately to enter on the Taſk of aſcertain- 
ing the Mode, by which Reſponſibility can 

M be 
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be made to attach on the Servants of the 
Crown. 


The Ninth Article gives to the King the 
Power of concluding and of figning with Fo- 
reign Powers ſuch Conventions as He may 
judge neceſſary for the Good of the State; 
with a Proviſo, however, that Treaties of Peace, 
of Alliance, and of Commerce, ſhall be exe- 
cuted only ſo far as they ſhall be Ratified by 
the Legiſlative Body. 


By the Tenth Article (which appears to be 
rather an Addition to the Firſt) it is declared, 
that no War ſhall be decided upon, except by 
a Decree of the National Aſſembly, made in 
conſequence of the Formal and Indiſpenſible 
Propoſition of the King, and Sanctioned by 
Him. 


THIS Decree received the Royal Sanction 
on the 28th of May; when, on the Requiſi- 
tion of the King, an Occaſional Decree was 
paſſed, purporting, that Sailors for Manning 
the Navy ſhould be levied as uſual. 


WHILE theſe Matters were tranſacting at 
Paris, His i i Servants at Home were 
— anxiouſly 


1 

anxiouſly employed in carrying on the neceſ- 
ſary Preparations, that every Thing might be 
ready, ſhould a Refuſal on the Part of the 
Spaniards, to comply with the King's Requi- 
fition, compel this Nation to embark in a 
War; and in making ſuch Arrangements as 
the Neceſſity of the Times appeared to re- 
quire. 


Of theſe a material one was the Appoint- 
ment of Earl Gower as Ambaſſador Extraordi- 
nary at the Court of France. This Nomina- 
tion was notified to the French Miniſtry on 
the 21ſt of May, and ſhortly afterwards his 
Lordſhip ſet out for that Court. 


As Monſ. de Montmorin, in his Anſwer to 
the Communication made to him by Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert and Lord Robert Fitz-Gerald, had 
thought proper to inſinuate, on the Part of 
his Royal Maſter, an Offer of Mediation be- 
tween England and Spain; and as this was a 
Circumſtance which His Majeſty could by no 
Means agree to, or wiſh, even by His Silence, 
to ſuffer to paſs without Contradiction: Lord 
Gower, in Addition to his General Inſtructions, 
was directed to-beſtow a particular Attention to 
the Nature of the Converſation he was to hold 

| M 2 with 


( 92] 
with Monſ. de Montmorin, on the Subject of 
the Differences ſubſiſting between His Majeſty 
and .the Catholic King. He was inſtructed, 
not to fail to repeat to That Miniſter the 
Aſſurances already given to him, of His Ma- 
jeſty's earneſt Wiſh to preſerve entire and 
unabated that Harmony at preſent ſo happily 
ſubſiſting between England and France ; aſ- 
ſuring Monſ. de Montmorin, that it was the 
King's Real Deſire to ſettle the preſent Dif- 
ferences with the Court of Madrid in a ſatiſ- 
factory and friendly Manner. His Excellency 
was directed at the fame Time carefully to 
avoid giving any Degree of Encouragement to 
France to offer their formal Mediation ; and, 
ſhould any Offer be made to him, either of 
Mediation or of Good Offices, he was in- 
ſtructed to take it only ad Referendum ; the 
Injury received by His. Majeſty being of a 
Nature not to allow the Mediation of a Third 
Power ; and as, in any Caſe, the Mediation of 
either France or Spain could not be admitted, 
with Propriety, whenever This Country had 


any Difference to adjuſt with One of Thoſe 
Powers, 


His 


Woot 
His Majeſty's Miniſters expreſſed their Opi- 


nion to Lord Gower, that ſuch Influence, as 
the French Court might poſſeſs over the Coun- 
cils of That of Madrid, might perhaps have a 
good Effect, if exerted with a View to incline 
Spain to Pacific Sentiments ; that This, how- 
ever, muſt be Spontaneous on the Part of 
France, as it could not, in any Shape, be applied 
for by us. 


With reſpe& to the Armaments ordered in 
the French Ports, Lord Gower was told, it 
ſeemed not adviſeable to take any further No- 
tice of them, at preſent, than to conſider them, 
as they had been repreſented by Monſ. de 
Montmorin to the Marquis de la Luzerne, and 
by him to the Duke of Leeds, only as a Mea- 
ſure of pure Precaution. For, although His 
Majeſty's Miniſters would not ceaſe to be at- 
tentive to what is paſſing in France, a Formal 
Repreſentation on the Subject, under the pre- 
ſent Circumſtances of That Country, might 
perhaps, in the Event, promote ſome Meaſure, 
which, even if it ſhould not be attended with 
any ſerious Effect, might make, for the preſent, 
an Unfavourable Impreſſion, and render an 
Amicable Termination of the Diſcuſſions with 


Spain 
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Spain leſs likely. Lord Gower, however, was 


directed to be particularly attentive to the 
Nature and Progreſs of theſe Armaments, as 
well as to the Means by which it was propoſed 
the Expences of them ſhould be defrayed. 


LORD Auckland having, as has already 
been ſtated, obtained the Concurrence of the 
Prince and Princeſs of Orange, the Grand 
Penſionary and the Greffier, with His Ma- 
jeſty's Propoſal, loſt no Time in promoting 
the great Obje& intruſted to him. Having 
prevailed on the Greffier to make a Confiden- 
tial Communication of the Buſineſs in Queſ- 
tion to the Secret Committee of Their High 
Mightineſſes, he received from him on the 
12th of May a Copy of the Reſolution en- 
tered into by That Aſſembly. By this They 
gave the moſt poſitive Aſſurance of their ac- 
compliſhing, on eyery Occafion, their Engage- 
ments with His Majeſty, as an Indiſpenſible 
Duty, however difficult or painful ſuch Ob- 
ſervance might be on particular Occaſions. 
Of theſe Sentiments they declared themſelves 
ready to give unequivocal Proofs, in every Caſe 
where the Treaty of Defenſive Alliance could 
attach ; and, for this Purpoſe, they ſtated them- 
| ſel yes 
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ſelves to be ready Immediately to take ſuch 
Steps as the Nature of their Government would 
permit. 

As a Proof of the Sincerity of this Aſſurance, 
the Recruiting of Sailors was diligently proſe- 
cuted; and Orders were given for adyancing 
the Preparation of ſeveral Veſſels, as far as it 
could. be done without riſquing material Ex- 
pence, and for coppering ſome Ships of the 
Line, already fit for immediate Service. By 
theſe Meaſures, a conſiderable Advantage was 
derived from the Provinces being fully pre- 
pared by them for the Demand of the Suc- 
cours ſtipulated by Treaty, in cafe of an actual 
War; and it was extremely ſatisfactory to diſ- 
cover, as happily was the Caſe, that the 
Alarm under ſuch a Probability had been 
much leſs, even at Amſterdam, than could 
have been expected. 

Lord Auckland was not leſs attentive to the 
other important Buſineſs committed to his 
Charge, of aſcertaining whether a certain 
Number of Ships might not be furniſhed by 
the Republic, to act in Concert with His Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet, in caſe of War, though not on 
the preciſe Footing of Auxiliaries under Trea- 
ty; and upon what Terms ſuch Aſſiſtance 


. might 
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might be procured. Upon theſe Points his 
Activity enabled him to procure very ſatisfac- 
tory Information, which he tranſmitted to the 
Duke of Leeds on the 1 5th of May. 

By this it appeared, that the Seventy Gun 
Ship, the T'wo of Sixty, and the One of Fifty, 
mentioned in his preceding Letter, as equipped 
and ready for Sea, being manned only on the 
Footing of Peace, required 450 Men to com- 
pleat them to the War Eſtabliſhment. That 
it would be eaſy to bring forward into Imme- 
diate Preparation for Service One other Veſſel 
of Seventy Guns, then coppering, and Five 
of Sixty Guns, for which 3250 Men would 
be neceſſary. This, being computed at 40 
Florins (21 d. per Florin) per Man per Month 
(the Ordinary Eſtimate, including Wages, 
Proviſions, and Wear and Tear) would amount 
to 130,000 Florins, or about 11,6001, Ster- 
ling. The Levying of theſe Sailors was to 
be eſtimated at Sixty Florins per Man ; which 
would come to 195,600 Florins, ' or about 
L 17,400 Sterling. The Expence, therefore, 
of the Ten Ships of the Line, to be com- 
pleated and taken into His Majeſty's Service, 
would be, For One Month, J 29,000 :— 
For Two Months, £ 40, 600: — For Three 

Months, 
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Months, 1 52, 200. From this, however, 
would, of courſe, be deducted a Sum propor- 
tioned to whatever number of men might be 
wanting to compleat the full Eſtabliſhment. 
Upon this Scale, as his Excellency was aſſured 
by the Fiſcal Van der Hoop, the Republic 
could, in a few Months, furniſh double the 
Number of Ships above ſtated, though it 
probably might be neceſſary to increaſe the 
Levy Money. 

As ſoon as this important Information 
arrived, the Duke of Leeds, having received 
His Majeſty's Commands, wrote to Lord 
Auckland, “ authoriſing his Excellency in- 
ſtantly to accept of the propoſed Terms, and 
to promote, as far and as expeditiouſly as poſ- 
ſible, the Equipment of an Armament of ten 
Sail of the Line, the Expence of which would 
be without Difficulty or Delay defrayed by 
this Country, His Excellency was alſo de- 
fired, to give the earlieſt Information of the 
Mode in which the Payment could be made in 
Holland, conſiſtently with that Degree of Se- 
crecy, which the Nature of the Service | 
ſcemed to render extremely deſireable. 


N This 
: F May 18, 
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This Diſpatch was received by Lord Auck- 
land on the 2oth of May, and, on the Day fol- 
lowing, his Excellency received from the Gref- 
fier a Copy of the Reſolution of the Deputies of 
Their High Mightineſſes for Foreign Affairs, 
by which he was informed, that They Kad pro- 
viſionally addreſſed the Prince Stadtholder, as 
Admiral General of the Union, to enquire of 
the Deputies of the different Colleges of the 
Admiralty then at the Hague, in what Time, 
and at what Rate, they could put the Ships of 
the Line actually equipped on the War Eſta- 
bliſhment, as well as ſix other Ships of the 
Line not yet equipped, in caſe Their High 
Mightineſſes ſhould think proper to make 
ſuch an Armament ; and to acquaint them 
with the Reſult of His Enquiries. 

In conſequence of this Reſolution, and as 
all the Principal Officers of the Admiralty 
had been previouſly aſſembled at the Hague, 
Orders were, in the Evening of the ſame Day, 
given to them, to expedite all Preparations as 
much as poſſible. The Prince and Princeſs 
of Orange, with the Grand Penſionary, - ſet 
out on the 24th for the Texel, to viſit the 
Fleet, and afterwards proceeded to Amſterdam, 
for the Purpoſe of aſcertaining the Approbation 


of 


199 


of the principal Perſons there, and thereby to 
compleat the whole Meaſure. 

Previouſly to their Departure, the Admiral- 
ties made a Report of the Expence of fitting 
out Ten Ships of the Line; in which it was 
rated conſiderably higher than it had been in 
the former Communication to Lord Auckland. 
According to this Eſtimate, the Expence of 
compleating to the War Eſtabliſhment the 
Four Ships of the Line already on the Peace 
Service, and of adding Six more of the Line, 
(One of 74, and Five of 60 Guns) and of 
Equipping and. Manning them Immediately, 
and of Maintaining the Whole for Twelve 
Months with all Charges, would be about 
2,600,000 Florins, or about 239,0001. Ster- 
ling. The Grand Penſionary, however, ex- 
preſſed his Opinion, that This Report would 
not occaſion any Difficulty in the Equipment; 
and Meaſures were, without Delay, taken to 
advance the actual Preparations in every Branch 
of the ſeveral Admiralties. 

In conſequence of theſe Circumſtances, Lord 
Auckland, having conferred with the Stadt- 
holder, ſubmitted, on the 25th of May, to 
the Duke of Leeds, that the Sum or Subſidy 
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to be furniſhed ſhould be on the following 


Grounds, viz. 


1ſt, That the Levy Money on 32 50 Men 
(or ſuch further Number as might be wanted) 
ſhould not exceed Sixty Florins per Man, or 
195,000 Florins : Such Savings as could be 
made from this Sym, (which probably might 
amount to One- ſixth) to be deducted in the 
Final Settlement, 


zd, That, for the Men already levied, a 
Sum ſhould be allowed, not exceeding Twenty- 
four Florins per Man, or about 30,000 Flo. 
rins. 

3d, That, for the Wages, Proviſions, Wear 
and Tear, &c. the Eſtimate ſhould be at the 
Rate of Forty Florins per Man per Month ; 
which, on the Number of Men above-men- 
tioned, would be 520,000 Florins for Four 
Months. This Sum to be ſubject to the 
ſeyeral Savings which probably Aga be made 
from it, 


The Negotiation, having been thus rapidly 
and ſucceſsfully brought to ſo fortunate a 
Point, appeared to leaye little for His Majeſty 
or 


E 


or His Miniſters to expect, or even to wiſh 
for, on the Part of the States General. The 
Attachment and Generoſity of thoſe Allies, 
however, did not ſuffer them to ſtop here: 
for, on the Grand Penſionary's Return from 
Amſterdam, which was about the Twenty- 
ninth of May, he informed Lord Auckland 
that he had found the Burgomaſters of that 
City well diſpoſed to be convinced, that the 
Republic ought to arm Immediately ; that, 
under ſuch a Conviction, they did not think 
it either juſt or becoming for theſe Provinces, 
which, certainly, poſſeſs a conſiderable Degree 
of Opulence, to be a Charge to their Allies, 
or to be Subſidized ; that they had accord- 
ingly recommended to the Stadtholder and to 
Him, to take all neceſſary Meaſures for putting 
the Armament into forwardneſs, and at the 
ſame Time to apply for the Charge and Ex- 
pence, in the uſual Form, by Petition, to be 
originated by the Stadtholder, and circulated 
to the ſeveral Regencies, to which they wiſhed 
them to conſider Their Conſent as in Effect 
already given ; that it ſhould be returned by 
Them without Delay when applied for Offi» 
cially; and even that they would pay the 
Whole Expence, if (as often happens) the 
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Penſionary added, that, under theſe Aſſuranccs, 
the Stadtholder and Himſelf had, before they 
left Amſterdam, ſeen the Principal People of 
the Admiralties, and had given the neceſſary 
Directions; and he concluded by an Aſſurance 
that, in a very ſhort Time, (his Expreſſion 
was En tres peu de Semaines ” ) the Whole 
would be ready; and that, though he muſt 
wait for the Prince's Return, who was upon 
a Fortnight Viſit to the different Garriſons, 
before he could give the Conſtitutional Forms, 
This would not affect the Subſtance of the 
Buſineſs, but would leave him Time to adjuſt 
with the other Provinces, ſo as to prevent 
the Whole Charge from falling upon Holland, 
which he ſhould be ſorry to ſee happen. 

In this State the Aﬀair was carried, on the 
31ſt of May, before the States General, where, 
after a moſt friendly Diſcuſſion, a Reſolution 
was paſſed to forward the Plan, grounded on 
the above-mentioned Ideas, as quickly as poſe 
ſible. 


AS ſoon as this agreeable Intelligence was 
received in England, the Duke of Leeds, by 
His 


other Provinces ſhould Demur. The Grand | 
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His Majeſty's Command, + expreſſed to Lord 
Auckland His particular Satisfaction at ſuch a 
friendly Demonſtration on the Part of His 
Allies; and, as it was probable that His Ma- 
jeſty would ſend a Squadron, of about Twenty 
Ships of the Line, to cruize off the Coaſts of 
Spain, for the Protection of the Britiſh Com- 
merce, and in order to be ready to act, if the 
Negotiation with the Court of Spain ſhould 
fail, or Events ſhould ariſe to require it, his 
Grace ſuggeſted, that it would be extremely 
deſireable to have the Dutch Squadron fail for 
Portſmouth ; and, although Circumſtances 
might perhaps not render it neceſſary for them 
to proceed further, in the firſt Inſtance, than 
merely to demonſtrate the friendly Connection 
ſubſiſting between the Allies, it would be very 
important for the Common Cauſe, that the 
Squadron ſhould be ſupplied with every poſſi- 
ſible Preparation for Service, and the Com- 
manding Officer furniſhed with Diſcretionary 
Inſtructions, to act in ſuch a Manner, in 
conjunction with His Majeſty's Fleet, as Cir- 
cumſtances might render neceſſary. 


t June 8. 


On 
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On the 1oth of June this Diſpatch arrived 


at the Hague; and, on the 13th, the Duke of 
Leeds was informed by a Letter from Lord 
Auckland, dated the 11th, that nothing pre- 


vented the Sailing of the Dutch Squadron, 
under Admiral Kingſbergen, but the Want of 
Inſtructions from the Stadtholder, who was at 
Breda; that He would immediately be written 
to for them; and that, on their Receipt, the 
Fleet would proceed on it's Cruize, and go 
immediately to Portſmouth. With Reſpect to 
the Diſcretionary Inſtructions to be furniſhed 
to the Commanding Officer, the Grand Pen- 
fionaty was of Opinion, that it would be pre- 
mature to Recommend to the Prince to take 
upon Himſelf to give ſuch Inſtructions; and 
that, until the Neceſſity ſhould be more appa- 
rent, it would not be prudent to make the 
Propoſal to the States General, who might 


feel themſelves obliged to refer it to the Pro- 
VINCES. 


THE Court of Berlin, to whom, as has 
been ſtated, a Communication of the depending 
Buſineſs had been made on the 7th of May, 
loſt no Time in tranſmitting an Anſwer, de- 
monſtrative of their friendly Intentions to- 


wards 
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wards His Majeſty. On the 2oth of May, 
the Pruſſian Miniſters delivered to Mr. Ewart, 
on the Part of the King their Maſter, a written 
Aſſurance, that His Pruſſian Majeſty, ſenſible 
of the Confidence repoſed in Him by the 
King, perfectly approved of the active Mea- 
ſures adopted by His Majeſty, and of the Ar- 
maments in Preparation; that the King of 
Pruſſia would ſtrenuouſly exert Himſelf to 
fulfil the Engagements of His Alliance with 
England, if the Conſequences of the exiſting 
Diſpute between Great Britain and Spain ſhould 
render it neceſſary ; that His Pruſſian Majeſty, 
however, conceived it to be impoſſible that Spain 
ſhould riſque the engaging in a War under 
ſuch evident Diſadvantages, , unleſs She had 
ſome other Motive than That alledged by 
Her, and unleſs She were negotiating an Alli- 
ance with Ruſſia and Auſtria, to which Den- 
mark would be invited to accede ; of which 
His Pruſſian Majeſty ſuggeſted He had poſitive 
Proofs, 


WHILE theſe important Matters were 
tranſacting at Home, and in thoſe Courts of 
Europe to which His Majeſty had thought 
proper to make particular Communications, 
O the 
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the Two Meſſengers, who had been diſpatched 
to Mr. Merry previous to His Majeſty's Meſ- 
ſage to Parliament, arrived at Madrid; the 


former on the 14th, the latter on the 16th of 
May. 


As Count Florida Blanca was to attend Their 
Catholic Majeſties the next Day, on an Excur- 
fion They were about to make to Toledo, Mr. 
Merry obtained an Interview with his Excel- 
lency before his Departure. The Count ap- 
peared nearly prepared for what Mr. Merry 
had to communicate to him, by the Informa- 
tion he had received from the Marquis del 
Campo. His Manner and his Language, how- 
ever, were much milder than uſual. When 
Mr. Merry began to read the Memorial, which 
the Duke of Leeds had inſtructed him to de- 
liver, the Count interrupted him by ſaying, 
That the whole Matter was reduced to One 
Point, namely, Whether we had, or had not, 
an Intention to Quarrel ; that, if we were re- 
ſolved to make Uſe of the Affair in Queſtion 
as. a Pretext to. break with Spain, nothing 
which he could in Reaſon do would prevent 
it ; but that, if we had no. other View than 
That which appeared, he truſted the Buſineſs 


might, 


Eu 


might, on a fair Diſcuſſion, be brought to an 
amicable Adjuſtment. The Count aſſured 
Mr. Merry, that he knew of no more than 
One Engliſh Veſſel which had been ſeized at 
Nootka ; and, after repeating nearly the ſame 
Circumſtances in Support of the Right of 
Spain to the Poſſeſſion of that Part of the 
Continent as were ſtated in M. del Campo's 
Communications, he threw out ſome Expreſs 
fions, which denoted a Diſpoſition to relin- 
quiſh ſomewhat upon that eſſential Point. He 
faid, it might be poſſible in This, as had hap- 
pened in Other Caſes, for the Two Courts to 
eſtabliſh Limits by a Convention, which would 
prevent ſuch Miſunderſtandings in future; 
but he conſtantly returned to his Apprehen- 
ſions, that our Real Object in this Buſineſs 
might be of a more extenſive Nature. 

As the Spaniſh Miniſter ſeemed to be ſo 
impreſſed with this Idea, Mr. Merry judged 
it adviſeable to read to him the Duke of 
Leeds's Secret and Confidential Diſpatch. 
His Excellency liſtened to it with great At- 
tention, In Reply, he dwelt a little on the 
Subject of our Commercial Complaints, ſay- 
ing that he was endeavouring to get Things 
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arranged differently; and then, adverting to 
the Spaniſh Military Preparations, he perſiſted 
in the Aſſurance he had before given, that they 
had principally been occaſioned by the Fear of 
Diſturbances breaking out in their Colonies ; 
though he allowed that Some Augmentation 
of the Force had taken Place in conſequence 
of the Diſpute with us. He then haſtily 
ended the Converſation, by going into ſome 
General Remarks on the preſent State of Af- 
fairs in Europe, 

Mr. Merry, at parting, told the Count that 
he ſhould ſend him, in the Courſe of the 
Evening, a Copy of the Memorial, with 
another in the Original Language, for fear of 
there being any Miſtake in the Tranſlation ; 
and he left him, ſatisfied with his Manner, 
and with a Hope that the Determination of 
the Court of Madrid would be ſuch, as to give 
Room for the Negotiations which Mr. Fitz, 
Herbert was to carry on. 

In purſuance of his Promiſe, Mr. Merry, 
in the Courſe of the Evening, ſent the Me- 
morial to the Spaniſh Miniſter, with a Private 
and Confidential Letter to his Excellency, by 
which he hinted at his Intention to diſpatch 
to England one of the Meſſengers who were 


with 
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with him, before he received from the Count 
his Formal Anſwer to the Memorial accom» 
panying his Letter, provided his Excellency 
would furniſh him with the Opportunity he 
wiſhed, of ſending by him ſome favorable 
Intelligence relating to the Buſineſs in Queſ- 
tion ; as he was perſuaded it would be very 
acceptable to his Court, as well as extremely 
conſolatory to an Infinity of People. 

To this, on the 19th of May, he received 
an Anſwer, dated at Toledo, the 18th; 
by which the Count informed Mr. Merry, 
that His Catholic Majeſty deſired Nothing 
ſo much, as to ſettle amicably the Dif- 
ferences ſubſiſting with England; that, for 
this Purpoſe, he hoped the new Ambaſſador 
would come ſufficiently authorized and diſ- 
poſed. That His Catholic Majeſty alſo wiſhed 
a Reciprocal Diſarmament might be regulated 
as ſoon as poſſible, proportioned to the preſent 
State of Both Powers, and to their Internal 
and External Situation ; that He alſo flattered 
Himſelf, that, by His Britannick Majeſty 
knowing the Diſpoſition of His Heart, the 
Diſagreements between the Two Crowns might 
not only terminate well and be avoided in fu- 
fure, but that They might mutually agree on 
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the Means of employing Their Influence with 
good Succeſs towards the general Pacification 
of Europe. His Excellency then quoted the 
Steps taken for-this Purpoſe by His Catholic 
Majeſty as a Proof of His Pacific Intentions, 
as a contrary Conduct might have prevented 
England from arming or attending to the Af- 
fairs of Spain. He inſiſted there muſt be ſome 
Miſunderſtanding or Miſtake about the Affair 
complained of by the Engliſh Miniſtry, as 
His Catholic Majeſty knew only of one Prize, 
and that a Merchant Veſſel, under an Appear- 
ance of carrying on an illicit Trade within a 
Port where the Spaniſh Nation was already 
eſtabliſhed ; that, however this might be, His 
Catholic Majeſty would never pretend to more 
than what might belong to Him by Treaties, by 
Right, and by Immemorial Poſſeſſion; on which 
the Diſcuſſions and proper Regulations would 
turn when they ſhould commence; and that He 
would always diſapprove and puniſh in His 
Subjects whatever might exceed thoſe Titles and 
Limits, and would provide a Remedy to pre- 
vent it in future. His Excellency concluded 
by faying, that, ſhould the Court of London 
make a Reciprocal Offer, the Mode of with- 
holding the Armaments and their Conſequences 


might 


1a 


might be agreed upon without Loſs of Time, 
and Notice might be given of our conſtant 
Friendſhip to All Parts of the World where 
the Two Courts have Dominions ; an Event 
very deſirable at preſent, for the Purpoſe of 
re-eſtabliſhing a Confidence; for Want of 
which both Countries might continue (perhaps 
againſt their Wills) their Preparations, their 
Expences, and the Motives for ſome Dif- 
agreeable Accident. 


On the Receipt of this Paper, Mr. Merry, 
apprehenſive, from the Stile of it, that it 
might poſſibly be the Spaniſh Miniſter's Wiſh 
or Intention that it ſhould paſs as an Anſwer 
to the Memorial, thought it adviſeable imme- 
diately to clear up this Point, by replying ta 
Count Florida Blanca's Letter, and letting him 
know that he ſtill waited for a Formal and 


Decifive Anſwer from the Court of Spain to 
his Repreſentation. 


In the Diſpatch to the Duke of Leeds, 
which contains theſe Particulars, and which 
was received at Whitehall on the 1ſt of 
June, Mr. Merry gave it as his Opinion, 
that, after taking every Thing into Con- 


ſideration, 
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fideration, it ſeemed almoſt impoſfible t6 
believe that it could be the real Intention of 
the Spaniſh Court to come to a Rupture with 
Great Britain : That, by leading them gently, 
but with unremitting Firmneſs, they would 
come down as low as we pleaſed ; but that, 
ſhould they be puſhed or driven too hard, 
their Pride and Haughtineſs might impel them 
to ſhew ſome Reſiſtance, notwithſtanding that 
ſuch a Meaſure would certainly, in the End; 
render their Humiliation the greater. Mr. 
Merry concluded by faying, that if, contrary 
to his Expectations, the Formal and Explicit 
Anſwer to the Memorial ſhould be delayed be- 
yond a reaſonable Time; and if, inſtead of a 
Diſpoſition to ſee Harmony re-eſtabliſhed, he 
ſhould obſerve Meaſures of a different Ten- 
dency, he ſhould immediately diſpatch a 
Meſſenger with ſuch Information as Circum- 
ſtances might render it neceſſary to tranſmit 
with Expedition. 


Though the Tone of the Spaniſh Court on 
this Occaſion was undoubtedly more concilia- 
ting, and leſs haughty and overbearing than it 
had uſually been on any Occaſion when a Re- 


monſtrance was made againſt any Part of it's 
: Conduct ; 


1 


Conduct; and though there appeared to be 
more Temper in the Manner in which Count 


Florida Blanca treated the Subject, than was 
to be expected either from his Conſtitution or 


his Prejudices, the Anſwer of that Miniſter 


contained nothing, which could afford any 


reaſonable Ground for depending on an Ac- 
quieſcence with His Majeſty's Demands, or 


which could juſtify any Relaxation in thoſe 


Warlike Preparations, which had now for ſo 


long a Time been going forward in this 
Country. Under this Perſuaſion His Majeſty's 
Miniſters continued to perfect their Arma- 
ment, as the ſureſt Means either of accelera- 
ting a Peace, or of effectually carrying on a 
War, ſhould that Contingency ultimately occur. 
Theſe vigorous Exertions, indeed, appeared to 


be ſtill more neceſſary, in conſequence of freſh 


Accounts of a later Date from Mr. Merry, 


which were received on the 1oth of June. 


By theſe Mr. Merry informed the Duke of 
Leeds, that Count Florida Blanca's Language 


to the Foreign Miniſters at Aranjuez, (ſub- 


ſequent to the Conference mentioned in the 
preceding Diſpatch) was uniform as to One 
Point, namely, that he was perſuaded the 
Engliſh had, at all Events, taken the Reſolu- 
P 


tion 


E 
tion of breaking with Spain: That he looked 
upon His Majeſty's Meſſage to Parliament as 
almoſt equivalent to a Declaration of War: 
That his Conviction of the hoſtile Intentions 
of England was the more increaſed, by the 
Information he had received of our having 
diſpatched Advices to all our Settlements 
Abroad : That the Tone of Language held 
by England towards Spain was Inſufferable; 
and that, while he ſtill wiſhed, on his Part, 
to preſerve Peace, he thought that Spain would 


unavoidably be driven to the Neceſſity of de- 
fending Herſelf, 


As it was natural that ſuch a firm Perſuaſion 
: ſhould be accompanied by Meaſures requiſite 
to prepare for the expected Event, Mr. Merry 
acquainted the Duke that they were actually 
taking, though, ſo far as he could learn, not 
with any great Rapidity. One Circumſtance, 
however, was of Importance; for the Bankers 
and Trading Companies at Madrid, having 
been applied to by the Court for Money, had 
between them agreed to furniſh about Four 
Millions Sterling. 


On 
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On the th of June, a Meſſenger arrived 


at Whitehall, with Letters from Mr. Merry, 
containing the Anſwer of the Court of Spain 


to the Memorial delivered by him on the 16th 


of laſt Month, which was received on the 4th 
of June. 


By this Anſwer the King of Spain repeated 
His Aſſurance, that He never had pretended, 
nor would pretend in this Affair, nor in the 
Seas and Territories in Queſtion, to more than 
what might belong to His Crown by Solemn 
Treaties with all Nations, and particularly 
with Great Britain, by Right grounded on 


the ſame Treaties, and on the Conſent of 
Nations, and by a well proved Immemorial 
Poſſeſſion: That the Examinations and Diſ- 


cuſſions for a Pacific and Amicable Negotiation 
would turn upon theſe Points, as ſoon it ſhould 
be ſet on Foot with the New Ambaſſador ; 
and that the Catholic King's unalterable Juſ- 
tice would indemnify the concerned, and con- 
demn and puniſh His Subjects, if they had 
gone beyond thoſe lawful Titles; it being 
proper that this Satisfaction and Offer ſhould 
ſerve as an Example to the Court of London, 
Reciprocally to do the ſame on Her Part. 


P 2 His 
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His Catholic Majeſty obſerved, that the 
Went of Information had occaſioned a Varia- 
tion in the Expoſition of Facts, and in the 
Manner of conſidering them: That it appeared 
by late Letters from New Spain, that the 
Engliſh Ship the Argonaut was not confiſcated, 
but only detained 'till a Judicial Sentence 
ſhould take Place; that the fame happened to 
the Schooner the Princeſs Royal ; and that the 
Vice-Roy had reſolved to reſtore them either 
freely, or on the Maſter's Rond, to be anſ werable 
for their Value ſhould they be declared to be 
lawful Prizes, as had been done to a Portugueze 
Veſſel from Macao and Two Americans from 
the Colonies ; ſo that they muſt already have 
been reſtored. 

That many Circumſtances, now known, 
could not appear in the Firſt Memorial de- 
livered on the 1oth of February by the Mar- 
quis del Campo; ſtill leſs the Repeated Acts 
of the Poſſeſſion of Spain on that Coaſt and 
Port, Before and After thoſe mentioned in 
T hat Paper, or the Other Titles which would 
be brought forward in a calm and pacific Ne- 
gotiation, That, had the Court of London 
replied to the Complaints which were made 
py the Catholic King againſt Navigators, 
| Su whom 
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whom He conſidered as Uſurpers and Vios 
Jators of Treaties, with the Defire ſhe now 
ſhewed of Examining and Accommodating theſe 
Diſputes Amicably, much Expence and Diſ- 
guſt would have been avoided. That the Tone 
and diſagreeable Conciſeneſs of the Anſwer of 
the Britiſh Miniſtry, at a Time when they 
confeſſed they had no Information of what 
had happened, made the Spaniſh Cabinet ſuſ- 
pet that it was their Intention to magnify 
this Diſpute, in order to avail themſelves of 
it as a Pretext for a Rupture ; on which Ac- 
count ſome Precautions were taken. His 
Catholic Majeſty further obſerved, * that in 
Truth the Manner, more than the Subſtance, 
had been the Origin of the Noiſe occaſioned 
by the preſent Diſpute. 

His Catholic .Majeſty proceeded to contra- 
dit a Report, that Spain meant to carry Her 
Rights and Pretenſions to All the South Sea 
as far as China, This He declared is meant 
to go no further than to the Indian Continent, 
Iſlands and Seas, which, by Diſcovery, Trea- 
ties, or Immemorial Poſſeſſion, have belonged 
and do belong to Her, by the Acknowledge, 
ment and Acquieſcenee of All Nations ; and, 
though the Subjects of ſome of theſe have 


infringed | 


Hans 


infringed upon the Spaniſh Rights, they have 
been. puniſhed when detected. 

The Catholic King, however, denied, that 
the Circumſtance of Spain not having fixed 
Eſtabliſhments on a Coaſt, Port, or Bay, is a 
Proof that it does not belong to Her. That, 
were this admitted, any Nation might eſtabliſh 
Herſelf on the Coaſts of the Dominions of 
another Nation in America, Aſia, Africa, or 
even Europe, where there ſhould be no fixed 
Eſtabliſhment ; a Thing which, His Catholic 
Majeſty remarks, it would be abſurd to think 
of. 

Reſerving however the Matter of Right to a 
further Examination and Negotiation, the King 
of Spain inſiſts, that the effective Seizure of 
the Engliſh Veſſels was remedied by the effective 
Reſtitution decreed by the Vice-Roy; that 
the Judging of this Reſtitution, and whether 
the Prize were good or bad, depended on the 
Matter of Right, which was to be examined and 
decided upon on the Ground of the Treaties, 
Right, and Poſſeſſion of Spain; that the Satiſ- 
faction and Indemnification was to be given upon 

the ſame Principles and thoſe of Reciprocity ; 
and finally that, if it be the With to regulate 
thoſe Matters for the future, which the Catho- 

lic 
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lic King meant to look upon as finiſhed, it 
ſhould be treated upon, that it may not be 
ſaid He refuſes any Means of Conciliation, or 
eſtabliſhing a ſolid and permanent Peace, not 
only between Spain and Great Britain, but be- 
tween all Nations. 


This Anſwer was accompanied with a Note 
from Count Florida Blanca, containing a Re- 
petition of his Propoſal of a Reciprocal Diſ- 


armament. 


Mr. Merry obſerved upon this Communi- 
cation, that he conceived there is little or no 
Room left to expect, that any Change would 
now occur in the Sentiments of the Spaniſh 
Court : That the Delay of His Catholic Ma- 
jeſty in replying to our Memorial had probably 
been occaſioned by the fluctuating Advices from 
France; and that he could attribute the Con- 
duct of Spain, on this Occaſion, to no other 
Motive, than an Hope that the Circumſtance 
of Her being attacked by England might put 


France under the Neceſſity of engaging in the 
War, 


Mr. 


= = 
Mr. Fitz-Herbert, as it has been ſeen, 
being on his Journey to Madrid, a ſhort In- 
terval of Suſpence occurred, productive of no 
Event of Importance, except an Information 
from Lord Auckland, that the Prince Stadt- 
holder had ſent Orders to Admiral Kingſbergen 
to proceed with the Dutch Fleet to Portſ- 
mouth; and except another from Lord Robert 
Fitz-Gerald at Paris, reſpecting the Altera- 
tion which he perceived to be riſing in the 
Public Opinion relative to the Diſpute be- 
tween England and Spain. 


In his Diſpatch, dated the 18th of June, 
and received the 21ſt, his Lordſhip remarked, 
that a viſible Change had taken Place in the 
Minds of the People at Paris, reſpecting the 
Part to be taken by France, ſhould a War un- 
happily take Place between Great Britain and 
Spain ; that the Moderation, which had diſ- 
tinguiſhed the Majority of Opinions in that 
Capital, no longer exiſted, but had made Way 
for new Ideas of National Honor and Grati- 
tude, both of which, it was now ſaid, called 
for the Support of France, ſhould Spain ſtand 
in Need of Her Aſſiſtance. His Lordſhip did 


not, 
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not, however, conclude from this, that War 
was a Meaſure ſought for or defired ; but only 
that the Unanimity of Sentiment (which pre- 
vailed Generally, except among the Miniſters 
and the Major Part of the Nobility and Clergy) 
in Favor of Inaction, and againſt the Family 
Compact, had ſuffered a conſiderable Change. 
This his Lordſhip aſcribed to the Influence, 
which the Cabinet was daily gaining, in the 
National Aſſembly, and to the known Senti- 
meats of Monſ. de la Fayette, which had the 
greateſt Weight with the People, and which 
were by no Means inimical to Miniſterial 


Meaſures. 


ON the Evening of the 26th of June, a 
Meſſenger arrived at Whitehall, with Diſ- 
patches from Mr. Fitz-Herbert, dated at Aran- 
juez, the 16th of the ſame Month. 


By theſe his Excellency acquainted the Duke 
of Leeds, that having reached Madrid the gth 
of June, he proceeded next Day to Aranjuez, 
and, on the following Morning had an Inter- 
view, by Appointment, with Count Florida 
Blanca, : 


Q Conceiving 
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Conceiving that the Paper, delivered by the 
Count on the 4th of June, muſt neceſſarily 
be conſidered by His Majeſty as falling ſhort 
of His Juſt Expectations in every Particular, 
and eſpecially with regard to His Preliminary 
Demand of Redreſs and Satisfaction, Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert confined his Converſation with the 
Spaniſh Miniſter almoſt entirely to the Con- 
tents of that Paper, ſtrongly urging him to do 
away their ill Effects, by enabling Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert to tranſmit to his Court, without 
Loſs of Time, ſome more e Com- 
munication. 

Count Florida Blanca replied, that, as the 
Circumſtances of the preſent Caſe were ſuch, 
that a Compliance on the Part of Spain with 
the Preliminary Demand in Queſtion would 
neceſſarily invalidate Her Claims of Territorial 
Right, She could not but continue to inſiſt, 
that the Diſcuſſion of Both thoſe Points ſhould 
by carried on at the ſame Time, and parti paſſu : 
That ſuch a Conceſſion (conſidering the Lan- 
guage which had been held on both Sides) 
would be no leſs injurious to His Catholic 
Majeſty's Honor than detrimental 'to His In- 
tereſts; and that therefore, in a Word, the 
Paper in — contained the Utmoſt that 

the 
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the Court of Spain ought to grant. Count 
Florida Blanca, however, qualified this laſt 
Declaration, by ſtating it as his own individual 
Opinion, and requeſted Mr. Fitz-Herbert to 
deliver to him, in Writing, the Subſtance of 
what he had then urged, for the Information 
of His Catholic Majeſty, and his own Col- 
leagues in Office. This Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
accordingly did on the Morning of the 13th. 


On the ſame Day his Excellency was ad- 
mitted to his Audiences of Introduction to 
the King and Queen of Spain ; and, on the 
14th, he dined with Count Florida Blanca, 
with whom he had a ſhort Converſation, in 
the Courſe of which the Count gave him to 
underſtand, that the Letter he had ſent to him 
on the 13th would be laid forthwith before the 
Spaniſh Cabinet, and that an Anſwer ſhould 
be given to it very ſhortly. 


From the above Circumftances, and from 
every Thing he had obſerved and learned 
ſince his Arrival at Aranjuez, Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert drew this Concluſion, that he had 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to be perſuaded, that the 
Catholic King and His Miniſters were en- 


22 tirely 
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tirely bent upon a War with Great Britain, 
though they refrained from commencing Hoſ- 
tilities, on a Preſumption, that their perſiſting 
in their preſent Denial of Satisfaction would 
produce ſuch Repriſals on our Part, as might 
afford them a colorable Pretext to complain of 
a hoſtile Aggreſſion, and on that Ground, to 
demand the Aſſiſtance of France. His Excel- 
lency however thought it was by no Means 
eaſy to aſcertain the real Motives of This Re- 
ſolution; as it wes ſcarcely poſſible to ſuppoſe, 
conſidering the relative Strength of the Two 
Powers, that the Spaniſh Miniſtry could ſe- 
riouſly entertain any Hopes of wreſting from 
Great Britain either Gibraltar or any of Her 
Weſt India Poſſeſſions; or that they ſhould 
have had recourſe to the Expedient of a Fo- 
reign War, in order to obviate any ſuppoſed 
Danger of a Revolution in the Government of 
Spain, ſimilar to that which had taken place 
in France; not the ſmalleſt Symptom of any 
ſuch Spirit of Innovation having hitherto 
manifeſted itſelf in any Part of the former 
Country. On theſe Accounts his Excellency 
was inclined to think, that the hoſtile Diſpo- 
fitions of the Spaniſh Cabinet originated ſolely 
in that exceſſive Proneneſs to Jealouſy and Miſ- 

truſt, 
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truſt, which conſtitutes the leading Features 
of Count Florida Blanca's Character, and in 
conſequence of which he had perſuaded himſelf 
that, far from confining our Purſuits to the Fur 
Trade and Fiſheries on the North-Weſt and 
Southern Coaſts of the Continent of America, 
our real Object was to eſtabliſh in the Firſt In- 
ſtance a direct Commercial Intercourſe with 
the Spaniſh Colonies, and finally to ſeparate 
them entirely from the Dominion of the 
Mother Country. This Sort of Language 
had, for ſome Time paſt, been publicly held 
by Count Florida Blanca himſelf; and, he 

alſo had ſaid, that, being confident that what- 
ever Conceſſions might be made by Spain under 
ſuch Circumſtances, they would ſerve only 
for Great Britain to take Poſt upon, as it were, 
in order to lay Claim to ſomething more, he 
had judged it to be ſafer, as well as more 


honorable, to make a vigorous Stand in the 
firſt Inſtance. 


Mr. Fitz-Herbert informed His Majeſty's 
Miniſters, that Meſſengers were continually 
paſſing between Aranjuez and Paris; though 
the Diſpoſitions of the latter Court, in regard 
to the Buſineſs in Queſtion, were little known. 


It 
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It was only certain that Monſ. de Montmorin 
had written to Count Florida Blanca to the 


Effect which he had ſtated to Mr. Fitz- 


Herbert when he ſaw him at Paris, and that 
the latter expreſſed great Diſſatisfaction at the 
Contents of this Letter; obſerving, that the 
Data on which it was founded were entirely 
erroneous, and that, in ſo plain a Caſe as the 
preſent, he ſtood in no Need cf Advice. 
As Count Florida affected to treat the French 
Alliance as a Reſource on which he placed 
little Confidence in the preſent Conjunc- 
ture, and as it did not appear that his 
Negotiations at St. Peterſburgh and Vienna 
were likely to end in any cloſer Connection 


between Spain and thoſe Courts, Mr. Fitz- 


Herbert was inclined to think that his prin- 
cipal Reliance was on the Aſſiſtance of the 
American States, to which Power he had lately 
made ſome Advances, which he thought would 
be decifive in engaging them to take Part 


with Spain in the preſent Conteſt, In Fact, 


Mr.. Fitz-Herbert obſerved, the American 
Charge d' Affaires at Madrid, Mr. Carmichael, 
was greatly careſſed at Court, and had artfully 
availed himſelf of the preſent Conjuncture, 


in procuring from the Spaniſh Miniſter the 


Liquidation 


E 
Liquidation of a Number of Private Claims; 
the Payment of which he had before ſolicited 
without the ſmalleſt Chance of Succeſs, 
This Gentleman's Private Opinion, however, 
appeared to be, that Count Florida Blanca's 


American Negotiation would not be attended 
with Succeſs. 


On the Third Day after the Receipt of this 
intereſting Intelligence, a Meſſenger arrived at 
Whitehall with another Diſpatch from Mr. 
Fitz-Herbert, dated at Aranjuez, the 19th of 
June. 


In this was contained Count Florida Blanca's 
Anſwer to the Letter which Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
fent to him on the 13th Inſtant, | 


The Count by this diſputed the Principles 
laid down by Mr. Fitz-Herbert, and inſiſted 
that the Detention of the Veſſels in Queſtion 
took Place in a Port—on a Coaſt—or in a Bay 
of Spaniſh America, the Commerce and Navi- 
gation of which belonged Excluſively to That 
Crown, by Treaties made with All Nations, 
particularly with England. He alſo inſiſted, 
that Mr. Fitz-Herbert's Principles could not 
apply to a Caſe like the preſent, where the 

Veſſel 
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" Veffel which was detained endeavoured to form 
an Eſtabliſhment, and to make itſelf Maſter 
of a Port already poſſeſſed by Another Nation 
the Spaniſh Commander having ſuch Poſſeſſion 
at Nootha, and the Enghſh Aggreſſor not giving 
Way to his Amicable Repreſentations for De- 
ſiſting from or Suſpending his Enterprize. 
The Count denied that the Veſſels ſo de- 
tained were as yet proved to have been navi- 
gated with the Licence and under the Flag of 
Great Britain, although the Veſſels themſelves 
and ſome Individuals on Board of them might 
have been Engliſh ; as there was Reaſon to 
believe they had entered the Port of Nootka 
with Portugueze Paſſports, given by the Go- 
vernor of Macao, merely as Trading Veſſels, and 
not belonging to the Royal Marine : That be- 
ſides, the Veſſels, with their Crews and Cargoes 
(or the Value of the latter) having been reſtored, 
or being about to be reſtored, in conſequence 
of the Reſolution taken by the Vice-Roy of 
Mexico, and approved, for the Sake of Peace, 
by His Catholic Majeſty, every Thing was 
reſtored to it's original State; nothing being 
wanting but the Indemnification of the Parties 
aggrieved, and the Satisfaction for the Injury; 
Which 


] 
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which ſhould alſo be ſettled, as ſoon as the 


Circumſtance of ſuch an Injury having been 
committed ſhould be aſcertained, which hither- 
to had not been done. 

Notwithſtanding this however, the Count 
added, that, in order to avoid a Difpute about 
Words, which might involve Two friendly 
Nations in an unfortunate War, he was or- 
dered by the King to fay, that His Catholic 
Majeſty would make the Declaration propoſed 
by Mr. Fitz-Herbert, and would offer His 
Britannic Majeſty a juſt and ſuitable Satisfac- 
tion for the Injury offered to the Honor of 
His Flag ; provided that, to theſe words, One 
of the following Explanations were ſubjoined, 
VIZ. 


1mo. © L'on offrira une telle Satisfaction, 


* VTInjure et la Satisfaction mme Etant eſti- 


«© mes et califices, dans la Subſtance et dans 
«« la Forme, par un Arbitre, lequel ſera un 
*« des Rois de I Europe; dont le Roi mon 
Maitre laiſſe VEle&ion, en entier, à Sa 
% Majeſte Britannique : Car il ſuffit à la Juſ- 
e tice inalterable du Monarque Eſpagnol, 
qu'il y ait une Tee Couronnee, qui, bien 


« informee des Faits, en decide comme Elle 
le trouvera juſte.“ 


R ado. 
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Ado. L'on offrira la Satisfaction juſte et 
**-convenable, toutefois que dans le Progres 
* d'une Negotiation qui devra Etre entamee, 

« 5] ne reſultera pas des Faits qu'il n'eſt pas 
«« juſte qu'elle ſoit donnee, ou que la Grande 
«© Bretagne n'a point pu Vexiger, n'y ayant eu 
d' Injure portee a ſon Pavillon.“ 


ztio. Que la dite Satisfaction ſera donnee, 
« pourvii qu'il ne s en ſuive pas que I Eſpagne 
*« auroit renoncee aux Droits qui Lui appar- 
« tiennent dans cette Affaire, non plus qu'au 
« Droit qu'Elle auroit d'exiger de la Part de 
% la Grande Bretagne une Satisfaction Egale 
« ou Equivalente, s il etoit demontre dans une 
« Negotiation Amicale, que le Roi eſt dans 
le Cas de la demander, pour I'Aggreflion et 
F Atteinte reelle et veritable d'une Uſurpa- 
tion de Territoire Eſpagnole en Contraven- 
1 tion aux Traites.” 


The Count concluded his Letter by faying, 
that the Court of St. James's might chuſe 
which of theſe Three Explanations or Addi- 
tions to the propoſed Declaration She pre- 
ferred, or All of them if ſhe thought proper ; 
pointing out any Difficulty which might occur, 

ar 
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or ſuggeſting any other Mode, which She might 
conceive to be more honorable, reciprocal, or 


likely to conduce to a avon, equally deſirable 
by all, 


On this Letter Mr. Fitz-Herbert obſerved, 
that the Mezzo Terminis, thus ſubmitted to 
His Majeſty's Option, were in his Opinion 
Inadmiffible, as reſting alike on one and the 
fame Erroneous Principle. He conceived, 
however, that there certain Expreſſions in this 
Paper, which ſeemed to corroborate a Sur- 
mize ſtrongly current at Aranjuez, that the 
Court of Spain (from whatever Reaſons) was 
become fincerely deſirous of an Accommoda- 
tion, provided it could be accompliſhed on 
Terms not incompatible with what they con- 
ſidered as their Point of Honor: though his 
Excellency thought that this Conjecture car- 
ried little Weight with it, when oppoſed to 
the various and almoſt irrefragable Proofs, 
which the Spaniſh Court continued to furniſh 
of a Contrary Diſpoſition, In purſuance of 
this Idea, His Excellency expreſſed his Deter- 
mination, ſhould any Inſtructions be on their 
Way from England tending to bring the de- 
2 Diſpute to an Immediate and Speedy 


R 2 Iſſue, 
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Iffue, not to delay the Execution of thoſe 
Commands, in Expectation of any Anſwer 


from the Duke of Leeds, on the Subject of 
the above Letter. 


- Mr. Fita- Herbert alſo mentioned, that the 
Nayal Arrangements throughout Spain were 
going on with the moſt unremitting Activity; 
and that an Attempt had been made, on the 
18th Inſtant, to aſſaſſinate Count Florida 
Blanca, by a Frenchman of the Name of Pe- 
rez, who had ſlightly wounded him in Two 
Places with a Stilletto, and had afterwards, on 
being apprehended, attempted to kill him- 
felt. 


HIS Majeſty's Miniſters, being now in Poſe 
ſeſſion of the Spaniſh Pretenſions, and of the 
Terms which that Country propoſed as the 
Condition of acceding to the Preliminary De- 
mand of Satisfaction made by His Majeſty, loſt 
no Time in taking this important Buſineſs 
into Conſideration, and in preparing ſuch an 
Anſwer as the Occaſion required. 


On the 5th of July a Meſſenger was again 
(patched to Madrid with Inſtructions to Mr, 
Fitz» 
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Fitz-Herbert, containing the Determinatien 
of His Majeſty on the depending Buſineſs, and 
Drafts of the Declaration and Counter-Decla- 
ration to be delivered by Count Florida Blanca 
and his Excellency, in caſe the Court of Spain 
ſhould think proper to acquieſce in His Ma- 


jeſty's juſt Demand. 


In the Firſt of theſe Diſpatches Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert was informed, that the Anſwer to the 
Paper delivered to Mr, Merry on the 4th of 
June was delayed, in the Hope that his Ex- 
cellency might, on his Arrival, he enabled to 
tranſmit ſome more ſatisfatory Communica» 
tion: That it was now thought right, on 
full Conſideration, to inſtruct his Excellency 
to deliver the encloſed Memorial, infiſting 
upon His Majeſty's Demand of Satisfaction 
(of which a fuller Detail will be giyen) that 
though the Spaniſh Claims did not appear ta 
be capable of being ſuſtained on the Grounds 
of Reaſon or Juſtice, even with a View to ſube 
ſequent Negotiation, His Majeſty would ne- 
vertheleſs be willing, when the Satisfaction 
ſhould once be given, to enter on a fair and 
temperate Diſcuſſion of them, and of every 
Thing which the Court of Spain might be 
5 to alledge, ſo far as they reſt on Grounds 

diſtinct 
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diſtin from that on which the Queftion of 

Satisfaction itſelf neceſſarily depended. | 
It was further ſtated, That, as His Majeſty 
conſidered the giving the Satisfaction muſt 
amount to an Admiſſion, that the Court of 
Spain was not in Poſſeſſion of an Actual, 
Known and Acknowledged Sovereignty and 
Dominion at Nootka, which could juſtify de- 
taining the Ships of other Nations, in order 
to condemn them in the regular Courſe of 
judicial Proceeding, for a Violation of eſta- 
bliſhed Laws, founded either on the Stipula- 
tions of Treaties, or on the General Rights of 
Sovereignty ; no fubſequent Diſcuſſion could 
therefore take Place on this Point, after the Sa- 
tis faction had been given. That, if the Court of 
Spain were able to prove that Nootka was, at 
the Time of the Seizure, in the Predicament 
above ſtated, the Time for offering ſuch: Proof 
muſt be Before the Point of Satisfaction is 
fettled ; as it would, if eſtabliſhed, remove the 
Ground on which the Demand of Satisfaction 
was Originally made, and was now inſiſted upon. 
But it was evident, from all the Circumſtances 
preceding and attending the Tranſaction, even 
according to the Spaniſh Statement of it, as 
well as from the Nature of their Allegations, 
ks that 
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that no ſuch Proof could be adduced ; and 
therefore the Satisfaction was inſiſted upon. 
The Duke of Leeds added, that any other 
Grounds of Claim, founded on any Thing 
ſhort of ſuch an Actual, Known and Eſta- 
bliſhed Poſſeſſion of Sovereignty and Juriſdie- 
tion as before deſcribed, would be ſtill open 
to Diſcuſſion, and would in no Degree be pre- 
cluded by the Satisfaction. That all the 
Grounds referred to in the Anſwer. delivered 
by Count Florida Blanca, or in the Paper de- 
livered by the Marquis- del Campo, appeared 
to fall under this Deſcription : That therefore 
there could be no Objection to Mr. Fitz-Her- 
bert's ſtating theſe Notions as expreſsly and 
diſtinctly as poſſible, either in Converſation 
or in Writing, to the Spaniſh Miniſter : That 
it was to be wiſhed that, after ſuch an Expla- 
nation, the Spaniſh Court might be induced 
to give the Satisfaction demanded, without in- 
ſerting in the Declaration for that Purpoſe 
any Words of Reference to the Claims to be 
afterwards brought forward, on the Principles 
before ſtated, in the ſubſequent Negotiation. 
Mr. Fitz-Herbert, however, was informed, 
that, if he ſhould find the Spaniſh Court could 
not be induced to make the Declaration re- 

ad: quired 
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quired without ſome Words Expreſsly Re- 
ſerving the Future Diſcuſſion of their Claims, 
His Majeſty, from a Defire to go as far as 
far as poſſible towards an Accommodation, 
would not object to Words being added for 
this Purpoſe, provided they were ſuch as were 
conſiſtent with the before-mentioned Ideas, 
and not m any Degree implying, that the 
Claims reſerved could affect the Ground on 
which the Satisfaction was given. A De- 
claration and Counter-Declaration, drawn up 
on this Principle, were incloſed to his Excel- 
leney, both of which will be given at Length 
at the Concluſion of the Detail of this Diſ- 


patch. 


Mr. Fitz-Herbert was further informed, 
that His Majeſty had been induced to authorize 
him, in caſe the Satisfaction could not be 
_ otherwiſe obtained, to propoſe exchanging the 
Declarations in this Form, as approaching, in 
ſome Degree, to one Part of the Third Expe- 
dient ſtated by Count Florida Blanca in his 
Letter of the 18th of June, and which was 
the only Part of what was there propoſed 
which was conſidered as being in any Reſpect 
admiſſible: That the Expreſſions were how- 

ever 


1 
ever different from thoſe propoſed by Count 


Florida Blanca in the Beginning of his Third 


Propoſal; becauſe the General Expreſſion, 
«© Aux Droits qui Lui appartiennent dans ces 
Affaires, might go beyond the Principles 
explained in this Diſpatch, and might be ſup- 
poſed to reſerve the Diſcuſſion of the Grounds 
on which the Satisfaction was required. 


The Duke of Leeds further ſtated, that the 
latter Part of Count Florida Blanca's Propoſal, 
relative to a Right to claim Reciprocal Satiſ- 
faction, was Wholly Inadmiſſible; it being 
impoſſible for His Majeſty to admit, as a 
Qualification of the Satisfaction to which He 
was clearly intitled, a Clauſe which appeared 


Inconſiſtent with the very Principles on which 


the Satisfaction was demanded: That, at the 
ſame Time, there could be no Difficulty in his 
Excellency's ſtating to the Spaniſh Miniſter 


the Ground on which this was objected to, 


and, at the ſame Time, aſſuring him there 


never could be a Doubt but that, whenever 


any Caſe ſhould ariſe, of a Nature ſimilar to 
that on which His Majeſty's Claim of Satiſ- 
faction was made, His Majeſty's Juſtice would 
not refuſe to the Court of Spain, or to any 


72 8 other 
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other Power, a Satisfaction ſimilar to That now 
demanded by Him. 

With regard to the Firſt and Second of the 
Propoſals made by Count Florida Blanca, Mr. 
Fitz-Herbert was informed, they were ſuch as 
could not be adopted ; the Idea of an Arbi- 
tration, on a Subject of this Nature, being 
entirely out of the Queſtion ; and as a Reſer- 
vation, ſuch as That contained in the Second 
Propoſal, would render the Satisfaction nuga- 
tory, as it would refer to Subſequent Diſcuſ- 


ſion the very Gounds on which that Satisfac- 
tion was demanded. 


The following is the Memorial contained 
in the preceding Diſpatch. 


The Paper tranſmitted by Count Florida 
Blanca to Mr. Merrry, in Anſwer to the Re- 
preſentation made by that Miniſter, in His 
. Majeſty's Name, having been laid before the 
King, the Underſigned (&c. &c. &c.) is di- 
rected to Repreſent to the Court of Madrid, 
that His Majeſty has ſeen with Concern, that 
the Paper in Queſtion does not offer That 
Satisfaction which His Majeſty had demanded, 
and which He had ſo juſt a Title to expect. 


Neither 


1 


Neither does That Paper contain any juſt or 
ſufficient Ground for delaying a Compliance 
with That Demand, or for Referring it to 
Subſequent Negotiation. Whatever the Pre- 
tenſions may be, which Spain may think Her- 
ſelf juſtified to advance with reſpect to Nootka 
Sound, founded either on an Alledged Prior 
Diſcovery, or on the Application of the Ge- 
neral Words of Former Treaties to that par- 
ticular Place, it is clear that She had not ſuch 
an Eſtabliſhed Poſſeſſion and Acknowledged 
Dominion there, as could alone juſtify the 
Seizure of the Britiſh Veſſels. A Right to 
proceed in that Manner, in the Firſt Inſtance, 
could, according to the Law of Nations, re- 
ſult only from a Right of Territory, mani- 
feſted by Open Poſſeſſion, and by the Actual 
Exerciſe of His Catholic Majeſty's Authority 
and Laws therein ; and This confirmed by an 
Expreſs or Tacit Acknowledgement of other 
Nations. | 

That no ſuch Eſtabliſhed Poſſeſſion or Ju- 
riſdiction exiſted at Nootka, at the Time when 
the Tranſaction in Queſtion took Place, is 
manifeſt, both becauſe His Majeſty's Subjects, 
and thoſe of Other Nations, had, for ſeveral 
Years previous to that Time, frequented that 
| S 2 Place, 
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Place, and carried on an uninterrupted Com- 
merce with the Natives; and becauſe the State- 
ment, given of this Affair by the Court of 
Spain uſelf, proves, that it was not till a few 
Days before 'the Capture that the Spaniards 
attempted to make a Settlement there, 

Under theſe Circumſtances, the Pretenſions 
of Spain, of whatever Nature they might be, 
ought evidently to have been the Subject of 
Amicable Repreſentation, in the firſt Inſtance, 
and can, in no Degree, afford a Juſtification 
for an Act of Violence, like that of which 
His Majeſty now complains. 

The Honor of His Majeſty's Crown makes 
it neceſſary therefore that This Act ſhould be 
Immediately and Compleatly done away, be- 
fore Any Negotiation can take Place, with a 
View to a Future Adjuſtment of the Claims 
and Intereſts of the Two Nations in that Part 
of the World. This cannot be conſidered to 
have been effected by the Reſtitution of the 
Veſſels ſtated to haye been ordered by the 
Vice-Roy of Mexico; becauſe it appears that 
ſuch Reſtitution has been only Conditional, 
and unagcompanied by Sufficient Indemni- 
cation to the Parties injured; and becauſe 
This AQ includes No Reparation on the * 
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of the Court of Spain, for the Inſult offered 
to the Britiſh Flag by the Seizure and Deten- 
tion of Britiſh Veſſels, 

His Majeſty therefore finds Himſelf obliged 
to renew, in the moſt Dire& and Unequivocal 
Terms, His Claim for That Satisfaction which 
He has already demanded, and which can no 
longer be delayed, without producing Thoſe 
Conſequences which His Majeſty is ſincerely 
deſirous to avoid. 

When His Majeſty's juſt Expectations in 
this Reſpect ſhall be ſatisfied, the Under- 
ſigned is prepared, as he has already informed 
Count Florida Blanca, to enter into ſuch an 
Amicable Negotiation on the Subject of the 
Reſpective Rights and Intereſts of Great Bri- 
tain and Spain, with reſpect to Territory, 
Navigation, Commerce and Fiſheries in that 
Part of the World, as may tend to prevent 
all Diſputes between the Subjects of the Twa 
Crowns, in the ſame Manner as His Majeſty 
would have done, if Spain had proceeded, 
in the firſt Inſtance, in the Way of Amicable 
Repreſentation, inſtead of having Recourſe 
to Unjuſtifiable Acts of Violence. 


The 
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The following are the Drafts of the Decla- 


ration and Counter- Declaration incloſed in the 
foregoing Diſpatch to Mr. Fitz-Herbert. 


[lr seen 
to be delivered by Count Florida Blanca. 


HIS Britannic Majeſty having complained 
of the Capture of certain Britiſh Veſſels at 
Nootka Sound, on the North-Weſt Coaſt of 
America, by an Officer of the King of Spain, 

the Underſigned (&c. &c. &c.) has been 
authorized by His Catholic Majeſty to Declare, 
and Declares, that His Catholic Majeſty is 
willing to make Satisfaction to His Britannio 
Majeſty for the Injury of which he has com- 
plained ; and His Catholic Majeſty engages to 
make Full Reſtitution of ſuch Britiſh Veſſels 
as were captured at Nootka, and to Indemnify 
the Owners for the Loſſes which They have 
ſuſtained, as ſoon as the Amount of the ſaid 
Loſſes ſhall have been aſcertained, 


It being underſtood that this Declaration 
ſhall not preclude or prejudice the future Diſ- 
cuſſion of any Claims, which His Catholic 
Majeſty may make to form an Excluſive Eſta- 
- bliſkment at Nootka Sound, 

COUNTER=< 


11 


COUNTER-DECLARATION, 
to be delivered by Mr. Fitz-Herbert. 


HIS Catholic Majeſty having declared His 
Willingneſs to make Satisfaction for the In- 
jury done to His Britannick Majeſty by the 
Capture of certain Britiſh Veſſels at Nootka, 
and the Count Florida Blanca having, in His 
Catholic Majeſty's Name, ſigned a Declaration 
to this Effect, engaging alſo that His Catholie 
Majeſty will make full Reſtitution of the Veſ- 
ſels ſo captured, and will alſo indemnify the 
Parties concerned for the Loſs they have ſuſ- 
tained in conſequence of the ſaid Capture, the 
Underſigned (&c. &c. &c.) in the Name of 
His Britannic Majeſty, and by virtue of the 
Expreſs Authority given him for that Purpoſe, 
accepts the ſaid Declaration, and declares that 
His Britannic Majeſty will conſider the ſaid 
Declaration, together with the Performance 
of the Engagements contained therein, as a 
Full Satisfaction for the Injury of which His 
Majeſty has complained. 

The Underſigned declares at the ſame Time, 
that it is to be underſtood that Nothing in the 
ſaid Declaration ſigned by Count Florida 


Blanca, 
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Blanca, nor the Acceptance thereof in the 
Name of His Britannick Majeſty, ſhall pre- 
clude or prejudice the Claims of His Britannic 
Majeſty to any Eſtabliſhment formed or to be 
formed at Nootka Sound. 


IN a ſeparate Diſpatch which accompanied 
the preceeding, Notice was taken of the Pro- 
poſal made by the Court of Spain for a Mutual 
Agreement to diſarm during the Negotiation. 
The Duke of Leeds ſtated that the Reaſons he 
had given in his other Diſpatch of this Date 
were ſufficient to ſhew the Impoſſibility of His 
Majeſty's diſcontinuing His Armaments in the 
preſent State of the Buſineſs. That as, ſhould 
the Court of Spain Ultimately agree to grant 
the Satisfaction required, it was probable 
that the ſame Idea of diſarming would be 
brought forward by them, as a proper Preli- 
minary to the ſubſequent Negotiation. Mr, 
Fitz-Herbert was inſtructed to be particularly 
careful not to give the ſmalleſt Encouragement 
to this Idea, as His Majeſty could not conſent 
to diſcontinue His Preparations, till He ſhould 
have ſecured, by ſufficient Stipulations, the 
Freedom of Navigation, Commerce and Fiſh- 
eries for His Subjects, in conformity to the 

Principles 
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Principles explained to his Excellency in 4 
former Diſpatch. 


As this Propoſal for Diſarming was repre- 
ſented by Spain as having been originally made 
by Mr. Merry, in a Private Letter to Count 
Florida Blanca of the 16th of May, Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert was deſired to obſerve, that Mr. Merry 
did not, even in that Private Letter, make any 
Direct Propoſal of that Nature; and that there 
was not the ſmalleſt Ground for ſtating, that 
any ſuch Offer had been made on the Part of 
this Court. The Duke added, that he parti- 
cularly mentioned this Circumſtance, in order 
to prevent the Poſſibility of Miſtake, on a 
Point of ſo much Importance, 


From the Time the Meſſenger was diſpatched 
with theſe Papers, to the Moment of his Re- 
turn, a Period of Suſpence intervened ; during 
which the ſeveral Letters received from Mr. 
Fitz-Herbert contributed only to increaſe the 
Uncertainty of the Spaniſh Determination, 
which his preceding Diſpatches had occa- 
ſioned. 


In the Firſt of theſe, dated at Aranjuez the 
24th of June, his Excellency informed the 
* p Duke 
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Duke. of Leeds, that, though Count Florids 


Blanca was ſo far recovered, as to be able to 
tranſat Buſineſs with the King, and was ex- 
pected immediately to reſume the Duties of 
his Office, his Excellency had had no Oppor- 
tunity of converſing with him on Buſineſs ; 
and that he ſeemed reſolved not to enter into 
any farther Explanation, till he ſhould be ap- 
prized. of the Sentiments of His Majeſty's 
Miniſters. on. his: Memorial of the 4th In- 
ſtant. 


With reſpect to the Overture which Count 
Florida Blanca might have conveyed to the 
American States, Mr. Fitz-Herbert had not 
been able to learn any Thing poſitive. He 
was, however, confident, that no Communi- 
cations from the latter had ever been received 
by the Spaniſh: Court, indicative of a Diſpo- 
ſition on their Part to enter into Terms of 
Good Underſtanding with, Spain, either with 
regard to it's preſent Diſcuſſion with Great 
Britain, or on any other Suhject. On the 
contrary, he was afſured they had repeatedly 
manifeſted, toward the Court of Madrid, the 
moſt marked Symptoms of Coldneſs and III- 
will ; and particularly when, i in the Year 1787, 

| 23 Count 
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Count Florida Blanca, defirous of making 
Common Cauſe with France in the War which 
then ſeemed to be depending, tranſmitted to 
the American States a Direct Demand of Even- 
tual Aſſiſtance, the latter never deigned to re- 
turn a Syllable of Reply. 


In a Letter dated Aranjuez, the 28th of 
Jane, Mr. Fitz-Herbert ſtated, that, conceiving 
the various groundleſs Miſrepreſentatiohs of 
Facts, contained in Count Florida Blanca's 
Letter to him of the 18th, ought not to paſs | 
uncontradicted, he had tranſmitted to that Mi- 
niſter a Kind of Proviſional Reply to it, toge= | 
ther with - an Abſtract of Captain Meares's 
Memorial, Notwithſtanding this, the Count 
ftill declined to ſee him on Pretence of Indiſ- 
poſition, although, in Fact, he was in perfect 
Health; and, beſides tranſacting Buſineſs daily, 
both at his own Houſe and at his Office, fre- 
quently made his Appearance in Public. 


This Affectation of declining all Commu- 
fication with Mr. Fitz- Herbert, however, at 
Length ceaſed ; and (as appears from a Letter 
of his Excellency, dated Aranjuez, July 1) 
an 1 between him and the Spaniſh 

T 2 Miniſter 
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Miniſter took Place there on the 3oth of June, 
In this, after waving for the preſent all men- 
tion of the Point of Satisfaction, They talked 
over (ex miniſterially) the Ulterior Arranger» 
ments which might be neceſſary, in order to 
remove every future Ground of Miſunder+ 
ſtanding between the Two Courts. On this 
Head Count Florida Blanca declared, that he 
had been buſying himſelf on a Plan, which he 
thought would entirely fulfil the Views and 
Objects of Both Parties, and which he pro- 
miſed to ſhew to Mr. Fitz-Herbert, confiden- 
tially, on the Return of the Court to Madrid, 
which wauld take Place in a few Days. His 
Excellency alſo acquainted him, that the 
Commanding Officers at Cadiz, Carthagena, 
&c. had applied to the Marine Office at Ma- 
grid, for Inſtructions as to the Conduct they 
were to obſerve with Regard to ſome Britiſh 
Ships of War, which had been ſeen hovering 
at the Entrance of thoſe Ports, for the Pur- 
pole, as was preſumed, of reconnoitring ; 
and that, in conſequence of this Application, 
His Catholic Majeſty had ſent the ſtricteſt 
Orders to thoſe Officers, as well as to all other 
Naval Commanders, to conduct themſelves 
Wh regard to all Britiſh Ships, including 

thoſe 
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thoſe in Queſtion, with the ſame Degree of 


Civility and Attention as in Times of pro- 
found Peace: And Count Florida Blanca alſo 
declared, that it was the Determination of his 


Court, not to grant Convoys for the preſent 
to the Spaniſh Merchantmen. 


From what paſſed at this Meeting, Mr, 
Fitz-Herbert was ſatisfied that Count Florida 
Blanca's Language and Manner were in reality 
(from whateyer Cauſe) far more Temperate 
and Conciliating than at the former Meeting ; 
and from this Circumſtance, joined to that of 
his having actually prepared the Plan of an 
Ulterior Arrangement, he was almoſt inclined 
to hope that he might have ſecretly reſolved 
to give Way on the Point of Satisfaction; 
although it was evidently impoſſible to draw | 
any further Explanation from him on that 
Head, 'till the Arrival from England of the 
Anſwer to his Memorial of the 14th of June, 
which was daily expected, . 


Although this Account ſeemed to carry an 
Appearance favorable to the depending Nego- 
tiation, that pleaſing Proſpe& was a good deal 
darkened by the next Letter received from our 
| Ambaſſador 
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Ambaſſador at Madrid, dated the gth of July z 
in which he informed the Duke of Leeds that 
Orders had been ifſued for the Cadiz Squadron 
to put to Sea at the ſhorteſt Notice, and that 
a Lift of the Spaniſh Naval Armaments, in 
Europe and America, had been juft publiſhed 
at Madrid under the Sanction of Government. 
As this was a Step entirely inconfiſtent with 
the Natural Referve of the Spaniſh Court, 
Mr. Fitz-Herbert was unable to attribute it 
to any Thing, except the extreme Anxiety of 
Count Florida Blanca to infpire Confidence 
into the Public at large at a Moment of alarm- 
ing Crifis. And he was confirmed in this 
Opinion by finding that, conformably to the 
ſame Syſtem, he had affeQed to communicate, 
with the utmoſt ſeeming Freedom and Confi- 
dence, with many Principal Perſons at Madrid, 
on the Subject of the Meaſures adopted by 
Great Britain, and of the Incident which led 
to them. By ſuch Artifices, and by the Cir- 
culation of a Number of Falſe and Exagge- 
rated Repreſentations of the Britiſh Demands, 
the Public in general ſeemed to be pretty well 
reconciled to the Proſpect of a Rupture ; 
though ſeveral well-informed Perſons con- 
ſidered theſe Hoſtile Appearances as merely a 

Political 
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Political Refinement, calculated to conceal the 
Miniſter's: Intention of complying Ultimately 
with His Majeſty's Demand, rather.than hazard 
the Conſequence of a Rupture. 


While Mr. Fitz-Herbert was thus in a State 
of Suſpence as to the real Intentions of the 
Spaniſh Court, Count Florida Blanca, on the 
gth. of July, thought proper to ſend him a 
Letter; in which he informed him, that the 
King of Spain, having received poſitive News 
of the Engliſh Fleet having failed from Portſ- 
mouth on the 28th or 29th of June with a 
conſiderable. number of Ships and Frigates, 
His Catholic Majeſty had ordered His Fleet to 
go out likewiſe, with expreſs Injunctions how« 
ever, not to commit the leaſt Hoſtility, unleſs 
it. ſhould be attacked. This Occurrence the 
Catholic King had directed His Miniſter to 
communicate to Mr. Fitz-Herbert, as an Evi- 
dence of His well known good Faith ; with 
an Aſſurance, that there would be no Alteration 
in His Deſire to terminate immediately the ex- 
iſting Diſputes by Means of an amicable Ne- 
gotiation; for which Purpoſe Count Florida 
Blanca deſired to ſee Mr, Fitz- Herbert the 
next Day at his Office, when he promiſed to 

0 mention 
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mention to him all the King of Spain's Inten- 
tions in regard to the Mode of ſpeedily finiſſi- 
ing the Negotiation; 


In conſequence of this Invitation, Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert had an Interview with the Spaniſh 
Miniſter on the 1oth, when the Count opened 
to him his Ideas reſpecting an Arrangement 
of the ſeveral Objects in Litigation; and con- 
fided to him a Paper of looſe Notes, in his 
own Hand-Writing, from which he extracted 
the following Outline of his Plan. 


imo. That Spain ſhould retain the Excluſive 
Poſſeſſion of the Whole Coaſt of North-Weſt 


America, from California up to, and including, 
the Port of Nootka. 


| 2do. That, from Nootka, to Latitude 61 
North, which is ſtated as the Limit of the 
Spaniſh Diſcovery in that Quarter, the Sub- 
jects of Great Britain ſhould enjoy, in common 
with Spain, the Right of Trading and forming 
Eſtabliſhments; but that, from Latitude 56 
downwards, this Right ſhould not extend be- 
yond a certain Number of Leagues Inland, 
in order to avoid Interference with * Spaniſh 


Miſſion. 


ztio. 
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ztiv. That the Subjects of Great Britain 
mall enjoy the Right of Fiſhing in the South 
Sea and Magellanic Region, together with that 
of Landing, and Erecting Occaſional Buildings, 
in ſuch Unſettled Iſlands or Parts of the Coaſt, 
as ſhould be agreed upon : but that they ſhould 
not land, or even approach, within a certain 
Diſtance of any Spaniſh Settlement. 


4to. That, as by Means of ſuch an Ar- 
rangement, the Two Crowns would avoid all 
Diſcuſſion of the Reſpective Rights, they 
ſhould alſo agree to waive their Mutual De- 
mand of Satisfaction; in which Caſe, Spain 
would conſent to pay to the Proprietors of the 
Ships taken at Nootka the full Amount of 
their Loſs. . 


On theſe Propoſals Mr. Fitz-Herbert re- 
marked, that though, in their preſent State, 
they, without Doubt, were abſolutely Inad- 
miſſible, he was not altogether without Hope 
that they might be finally modified, ſo as to 
meet the Idea of His Majeſty's Miniſters, as 


ſtated in the Duke of Leeds's Diſpatch of the 
16th of Auguſt. 


U : Mr. 
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Mr. Fitz-Herbert, in the ſame Diſpatch, 
informed His Majeſty's Miniſters, that he had 
reaſon to believe the Court of Spain was ap- 
prehenſive of an Attack upon Porto Rico in 
the Event of a Rupture; in conſequence of 
which Two Ships of the Line and ſome Fri- 
gates had recently been diſpatched from Cadiz 
for that Place, on which were embarked about 
a Thouſand Men ; who, with the Regiment 
of Naples, actually in Garriſon at St. Juan, 


would conſtitute a Force of about Fifteen 
Hundred Men. | 


On the zoth of July, immediately after the 
Receipt of theſe Propoſitions, the Duke of 
Leeds wrote to Mr. Fitz-Herbert, informing 
him that, as the Anſwer of the Court of Spain 
to the Memorial contained in his Diſpatch of 
the 5th Inſtant was every Day expected, it 
would be ſufficient for him to ſay, that the 
Propoſal made by Count Florida Blanca was 
Inadmiſſible; as the Satisfaction for the Inſult 
at Nootka muſt be obtained before the other 
Points could come into Diſcuſſion ; and that 
the Subſtance of the Propoſal itſelf alſo ap- 
peared to be Inadmiſſible, as a Baſis of Ulterior 
Arrangements. On that Subject, however, 


his 
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his Grace deſired Mr. Fitz-Herbert to be par- 
ticularly careful not to enter into any Mini- 
ſterial Negotiation, till the Point of Satis- 
faction ſhould be ſettled. Should that be done, 
and ſhould a Negotiation commence, His Ex- 
cellency was then directed to act in Confor- 
mity with the Inſtructions he had already 
received. 

It was not 'till the 5th of Auguſt, that the 
State of Suſpence, in which His Majeſty's 
Miniſters, as well as the Public at large, had 
remained fince the Departure of the Meſſenger 
on the 5th of July, was terminated by the 
Return of that Mefſenger to Whitehall. The 
Diſpatches of which he was the Bearer were 
dated at Madrid on the 25th of July. 

In theſe Mr. Fitz-Herbert communicated 
to His Majeſty's Miniſters the pleafing and 
important Intelligence of his having inter- 
changed with Count Florida Blanca, on the 
preceding Night, the following Declaration 
and Counter-Declaration, which he truſted 
would be found to agree, in all eſſential Par- 
ticulars, with the Projets and Inſtructions 
tranſmitted to him on the 5th of July. 


DECLARATION. 
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DRFCLARATION, 


S A Majeſte Britannique s' etant plainte do 
la Capture de certains Vaiſſeaux appartenants A 
Ses Sujets, faite dans la Baye de Nootka, fſitube 
ſur la Cote du Nord-Oueſt de l Amerique, par 
un Officier au Service du Roi; le ſous-figne, 
Conſeiller et Premier Secretaire d'Etat de Sa 
Majeſte, etant à ce dufment autoriſe, declare, 
au Nom et par Ordre de Sa dite Majeſts, 
_qu'Elle eſt diſpoſee a donner Satisfaction à Sa 
Majeſte Britannique paur Vinjure dont Elle 
8eſt plainte ; bien aſſurce que Sa dite Majeſte 
Britannique en uſeroit de meme a Vegard du 
Roi, dans de pareilles Citconitances : Et Sa 
Majeſte s engage en outre de faire Reſtitution 
entiere de tous les Vaiſſeaux Britanniques qui 
furent captures a Nootka, et d' indemniſet les 
Parties interefices dans ces Vaiſſeaux des Pertes 
qu' Elles auront effuyees auſiitot que le Mon- 
tant en aura pù Etre eftime, 


Bien entendu, que cette Declaration ne 


pourra point exclure, ni prejudicier, à la Diſ- 
cuſſion ulterieure des Droits que Sa Majeſté 


pourra pretendre à la Formation d'un Etabliſſe- 
ment excluſif au Port de Nootka. 


En 


1 


En Foi de quoi, j'ai ſigns cette Declaration, 
et y appoſé le Cachet de mes Armes. 
A Madrid, ce 24 Juillet, 1790. 


(L. 8s.) Le Comte de Florida Bianca. 


CONTRE-DECLARATION: 


SA Majeſte Catholique ayant declare qu Elle 
etoit diſpoſèe a donner Satisfaction pour I Injure 
faite au Roi, par la Capture de certains Vaiſ- 
ſeaux appartenants à Ses Sujets a la Baye de 
Nootka, et Monſieur le Comte de Florida 
Blanca ayant ſigné, au Nom et par Ordre de 
Sa Majeſte Catholique une Declaration a cet 
Effet; et par laquelle Sa dite Majeſte s'engage 
pareillement a faire Reſtitution Entiere des 
Vaiſſeaux ainſi captures, et d'indemniſer les 
Parties intereſſces dans ces Vaiſſeaux des Pertes 
qu'elles auront eſſuyèes; le ſous-ſigne Am- 
baſſadeur Extraordinaire et Plenipotentiaire de 
Sa Majeſte pres le Roi Catholique Etant a ce 
duEment et expreſſement autoriſe, accepte la 
dite Declaration au Nom du Roi, et declare 
gue Sa Majeſte regardera cette Declaration, avec 
FAccomplifſement des Engagemens qu'Elle 
renfgrme, comme une Satisfaction pleine et 

| entiere 
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entiere de l'Injure dont Sa Majeſte s'eſt 
plainte. 


Le Sous-figne declare, en meme Tems, 

qu'il doit Etre entendu, que ni la dite Decla- 
ration fignee par Monſieur le Comte de 
Florida Blanca ni VAcceptation que le Sous- 
ſigné vient d'en faire au Nom du Roi, ne 
doit exclure ni prejudicier en rien aux Droits 
que Sa Majeſte pourra pretendre a Tout Eta- 
bliſſement que Ses Sujets pourroient avoir 


forme, ou voudroient former a l'avenir, a la 
dite Baye de Nootka. 


| En Foi de quoi, j'ai figne cette Contre-De- 
claration, et y ai appoſe le Cachet de mes 
Armes. A Madrid le 24 Juillet, 1790. 


(1.8. Alleyne Fitz Herbert. 


THAT Mr. Fitz-Herbert had conſiderable 
difficulties to encounter before he was able to 
carry this Point may reaſonably be ſuppoſed. 
It was not a ſmall one to prevail on the Court 
of Spain to come at all into a Meaſure fo re- 
pugnant to its known Haughtineſs ; and even 
after that Step was catried, the Mode of giving 
this Satisfaction occaſioned ſo much Difficulty, 

| and 
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and Count Florida Blanca inſiſted with ſo much 

Warmth and Pertinacity upon the Alterations 

he ſuggeſted in the Wording of the Declaration 

ſent from England, and particularly upon 

Expunging the Important Word“ Injure,” 

both from the Declaration and Counter Decla- 

ration, that, for ſome Days preceding his laſt 

Interview with that Miniſter, Mr. Fitz-Her- 

bert conſidered the Negotiation as almoſt en- 

tirely deſperate. As it would have retarded 

the Departure of his Meſſenger to have en- 

tered into a Detail of theſe Circumſtances, 

Mr. Fitz-Herbert deferred 'till another Op- 

portunity the laying before the Duke of Leeds | 
a Report of his Conferences with Count Flo- i 
rida Blanca previous to the Signature of the | 
Declaration, It indeed appears from a Copy 
of the Counter-Projet which was delivered 
by Count Florida Blanca, that he muſt have 
had a difficult Taſk to bring that Miniſter to | 
the Point which he at laſt carried. In that 

Inſtrument, the Count ſubſtituted for the 

Words I'Injure dont Elle s'eſt plainte,” the 

ſofter Expreſſion of © la ſuſdite Capture; the 

Words * bien afſurce de la Reciprocite du cots 

de Sa dite Majeſte Britannique,” inſtead of 

* bien afſurce que Sa dite Majeſte Britannique 
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n en uſeroit de meme à Vegard du Roy.” He 
alſo deduced the Reſtitution of the captured 
Veſſels and the Indemnification of the Suf- 
ferers from this Principle of Reciprocity, in- 
ſtead of making it a Diſtin& Branch of Satiſ- 
faction, as had been inſiſted upon by His Ma- 
jeſty ; and qualified the Reſtitution by adding, 
« fi elle n'a pas encore eu lieu; an Expreſ- 
fion which, as has already been ſtated, could 
not be adopted in an Inſtrument of this Na- 
ture, as well from the Manner, as from the 
Nature of ſuch a Tranſaction, admitting it to 
have taken Place. The Count was alſo de- 
ſirous of omitting, in the annexed Reſervation 
of Claims, the important Word © Formation,” 
and of leaving the Sentence as referring ſolely 
to an Excluſive Eſtabliſhment, which had 
Actually exiſted ; an Alteration which would, 
in a great Meaſure, have amounted to an Ad- 
miſſion of that Fact; whereas the Sentence 
as it now ſtands, coupled with the Reſervation 
in the Counter-Declaration, is a clear Dere- 
liction of that Pretenſion, and an Admiſſion 
that an Eſtabliſhment had been formed at 
Nootka by His Majeſty's Subjects. The Spa- 
niſh Miniſter alſo propoſed to add to the De- 
claration the following Words, which, though 

| perfectly 
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perfectly inadmiſſible, were undoubtedly in- 
ſiſted upon very ſtrongly on the Part of Spain: 
« Ni ſervir d'Exemple pour les autres Do- 
„ maines des Indes Eſpagnoles, ſelon la Poſ- 
4“ ſeſſion, les Limites, et les Droits reconnus 
« dans les Traités avec toutes les Nations, et 
% nommement avec la Grande Bretagne. 


During the Pendency of this Negotiation 
reſpecting this Terms of the Declaration, 
Count Florida Blanca delivered to Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert a freſh Paper in his own Handwriting, 
on the Subject of the Adjuſtment of the other 
Objects in Litigation between the Two Courts, 
which his Excellency thought it his Duty ta 
return to the Spaniſh Miniſter, on the ſame 
Ground he had returned his former Propoſal, 
namely, it's Inadmiſſibility. 

By this Paper it was ſtated, that the Prin- 
cipal Points of the Fur Trade on the Northern 
Coaſts of the Pacific Ocean, and of the Fiſhery 
on the Southern and Northern Coaſts of both 
Seas, might be agreed upon without diſcuſſing 
or diſputing the Rights of Spain, by that Na- 
tion granting to England the Liberty of Tra- 
ding from the Latitude of 50 to the North, 
with a Power of forming Eſtabliſhments within 
X thoſe 
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thoſe Limits, provided they did not deſcend 
to the Coaſt of California, in Latitude 49 and 
ſome Minutes, where the Port of Nootka is 
ſituated, as that Port would form the Dividing 
Point on the Sea Side of the Spaniſh Dominion. 
That the Engliſh, however, ſhould not, on 
Pretence of Trade, penetrate into the Country, 
either by Land, by Rivers, or by Arms of the 
Sea, beyond Ten, Twelve or Twenty Leagues, 
That the Uſe of the Fiſhery to the Southward 
might alſo be granted, on Condition that it 
be not carried on from the Straits of Magellan 
Northward, except at a great Diſtance, not 
leſs than Two Degrees, from the Coaſt. That, 
from the Straits of Magellan to Cape Horn, 
the Fiſhery, and the Uſe of the Beaches and 
Bays for the Purpoſes of the Fiſhery, might 
be permitted, provided no Permanent Eſta- 
bliſhments were formed, and that Power be 
given to deſtroy thoſe which may be made, 
as 1s practiſed in the Malouine Iflands, That 
the Convention might be reduced to a Detailed 
Explanation of the Places and Points where 
this Permiſſion might take place; with a Sa- 
ving of the Rights of Spain, and the Addition 
of ſome Precautions to prevent the Fiſhing 
Veſſels {rom carrying Merchandize, from ſuſ- 


picious 


R 
picious Armaments, and from coriveying Sup 
plies of Arms and Ammunition. 


Count Florida Blanca took the Rejection of 
this Paper in good Part, arid promiſed to re- 
conſider the Subject, and to communicate his 
Ideas upon it in a Shape which he hoped 
would appear leſs objectionable. On this Pro- 
miſe howeyer Mr. Fitz-Herbert placed little 
Reliance; though he ſtated it as his Opinion, 
founded on what he had obſerved of the Cha- 
racter of the Spaniſh Court and Miniſtry, that, 
however averſe they might be to bring forward 
on their Part any reaſonable Propoſal on a Sub- 
ject of this Kind, they would liſten with ſuffi- 
cient Readineſs to a Propoſal of that Deſcription 
if brought forward by Great Britain. His Ex- 
cellency therefore ſuggeſted, that, inſtead of 
waiting for any farther Explanations from Spain, 

it would be adviſeable to commence the Negoti- 
ation by delivering in, on our Part, a Statement 
of All His Majeſty's Demands on the Points 


in Queſtion, drawn up in the Form of a re- 
gular Projet. | 


Mr. Fitz-Herbert declared there was the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe that, whatever 
might have been the former Views of the 
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Court of Spain, their Preſent Object was to 
preſerve Peace on almoſt Any Terms. And, 
as a Reaſon why this Sentiment ſhould not be 
weakened, He ſtated that, in conſequence of 
ſome Encroachments on the Territory of the 
American States made lately by the Governor 
of Weſt Florida, their Charge d' Affaires at 
Madrid had juſt received Orders, not only to 
complain to the Spaniſh Court in very ſtrong 
Terms of thoſe Injuries, but even to give No- 
tice that, on a Delay of Redreſs, the Inhabi- 
tants of thoſe Diſtricts would proceed to do 
themſelves Juſtice by Force of Arms. It is 
obſervable, that, when theſe Diſpatches left 
New York, it did not appear that the Con- 


greſs was apprized of the Diſputes between 
England and Spain. 


In the Firſt Conference Mr. Fitz-Her- 
bert had with Count Florida Blanca after 
the Arrival of the Meſſenger, that Miniſter 
appeared chagrined at his not having received 
Inſtructions relative to a Mutual Diſarmament, 
though he did not attempt to maintain that 
any Language had ever been held by His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, which could be conſtrued as 
pledging Great Britain to the Adoption of 

ſuch 
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ſuch a Meaſure, Previouſly to the Final Ad- 
juſtment of Her Ulterior Claims. When the 
Declarations were exchanged, the Count ob- 
ſerved, that, as the Two Courts were now 
about to Negotiate a General Adjuſtment of 
All Their Differences, he thought it would 
be adviſeable, that they ſhould agree to fix 
the Cruizing of the reſpective Squadrons 
within ſuch Limits, as ſhould prevent the 
Poſſibility of any diſagreeable Rencounter 
pending the Negotiation, To this Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert replied, that he would mention this 
Idea to the Duke of Leeds; but that it ap- 
peared to him, that the Court of Spain would 
do well to provide againſt a much more immi- 
nent Danger than that which he had men- 
tioned, namely, ſome freſh illegal Capture of 
Britiſh Veſſels in the American Seas, which 
which was hourly to be apprehended, in conſe- 
quence of the Unlimited Diſcretionary Powers 
to that Effect, which appeared to be veſted 
in all the Spaniſh Governors. The Count 
anſwered, that Inſtructions had already been 
ſent to thoſe Governors, to abſtain in all Caſes 
whatſoever from the Exerciſe of any Voies de 
Fait againſt Britiſh Veſſels ; and he inſtanced, 
in Proof of the Obedience which had been 


paid 
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paid to theſe Inſtructions, the Caſe of ſomie 
Bahama Fiſhing Boats, the Crews of which 
had landed upon the Coaſt of Yucatan in 
order to carry on a Contraband Trade, not- 
withſtanding which they had been ſuffered to 
WR nd with their Veſſels unmoleſted. 


Mr. Fitz-Herbert informed the Duke of 
Leeds, that Poſitive Advices had been received 
of the Cadiz Squadron having put to Sea on 
the 2oth of July, and that it conſiſted of 
| Thirty-four Sail of the Line and Sixteen Fri- 
gates, beſides ſmaller Veltels. 


With regard to the Perſons whoſe Property 
had been ſeized at Nootka, Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
acquainted the Duke of Leeds, that he had re- 
ceived from Count Florida Blanca's Office a 
Packet from Captain Colnett of the Argonaut, 
dated on the 1ſt of May, from Mexico, and 
containing open Letters for the Admiralty in 
England and for his Owners. By theſe it ap- 
peared, that that Officer, his People and Veſ- 
ſel, had juſt been releaſed by Order of Monſ. 
de Revilla Gigedo, Governor of that Province, 
and that he was in a fair Way of obtaining Com- 
re for his Loſſes. As Monſ. de Revilla 


Gigedo's 
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Gigedo's Conduct on this Occaſion appeared to 


have been extremely humane and liberal, Mr. 


Fitz- Herbert thought it right to ſend him a 
ſuitable Compliment through ſome Perſons of 
his Family with whom he was acquainted, 


The Releaſe of this Veſſel took Place in con- 


ſequence of Poſitive Inſtructions from the 
Spaniſh Court, (which, from the Dates, appear 
to have been diſpatched immediately after the 
Arrival of the News of her Capture) and 
Count Florida Blanca afſured Mr. Fitz-Her- 
bert, that Orders had been ſent to Mexico for 
the Arreſting Monſ. Martinez, and bringing 
him to Trial, for his unwarrantable Conduct 


towards the Britiſh Subjects whom he made 
Priſoners at Nootka, 


Theſe very important Diſpatches arrived about 
Eight o'Clock in the Morning; and, at Noon, 
Notice of the Declaration and Counter Decla- 
ration having been Signed and Exchanged was 
officially tranſmitted to the Lord Mayor of 
London, the Bank and the Principal Trading 
Companies, referring them for Particulars to a 
Gazette Extraordinary, containing thoſe Inſtru- 


ments at Length, which was publiſhed _ 
in the Evening, 


THIS 
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"THIS Conceſſion on the Part of the 
Spaniſh Monarch having removed the Ob- 
ſtacles which ſtood in the Way of an Ulte- 
+ rior Diſcuſſion of Claims, on the 17th of Au- 
guſt a Meſſenger was diſpatched to Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert, with Inſtructions for the Regulation 
of his Conduct in the Negotiation which he 
was about to commence, on the Ground con- 
tained in the preceding Diſpatch of the 16th 
of May, and with a Regular Projet, framed 
on the fame Principles, which he was au- 
thorized to propoſe to the Spaniſh Miniſter. 


COPY of PROJET. 


Article I. 

IT is agreed, that the Buildings and Tracts 
of Land on the North-Weſt Coaſt of the Con- 
tinent of America, or of the Iſlands adjacent 
thereto, of which the Subjects of His Britan- 
nic Majeſty were diſpoſſeſſed by a Spaniſh Offi- 
cer, in or after the Month of April, in the 
Vear 1789, ſhall be reſtored to them. 


Article II. 


And, in order to prevent all Occaſions of 
Jealouſy and Miſunderſtanding in future, it is 


expreſsly 
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expreſsly agreed, that the Subjects of each of 
the Contracting Parties reſpectively ſhall not 
give any Moleſtation or Diſturbance to the 
Subjects of the Other, in Navigating or car- 
rying on their Fiſheries in the Pacific Ocean 
or South Seas, or in Landing on the Coaſts 
thereof, for the Purpoſe of carrying on their 
Commerce with the Natives, or in making 
Settlements in Unoccupied Places; ſubject, 
nevertheleſs, to the Proviſions hereinafter ſti- 
pulated with reſpe& to ſuch Navigation, Com- 
merce, Fiſheries and Settlements. 


Article III. 


But, from a Defire to remove All Ground 
of Apprehenſion, which His Catholic Majeſty 
might entertain, of any Interference with the 
Antient and Eſtabliſhed Poſſeſſions of the 
Crown of Spain, or of any Occaſion being 
given to the carrying on a Contraband Trade 
with the ſaid Poſſeſſions, His Britannic Majeſty 
engages, that His Subjects ſhall not form any 
Settlements, in any Part of the Weſtern Coaſt 
Coaſt of America, between Degree 
North Latitude, and Degree South 
Latitude, or in any Part of the Eaſtern Coaſt 

. of 


1 
of South America, North of a Line drawn 
from to 


» 
or carry on any Commerce within the ſaid 


Limits. And His Majeſty alſo engages to take 
the moſt effectual Meaſures to prevent the Na- 
vigation, Fiſhery, or Commerce of His Sub- 
zeRs, in the Pacific Ocean or South Seas, from 
being made a Pretext for Illicit Trade with 
the Spaniſh Settlements ; and, particularly, 
that, for that Purpoſe, the Fiſhery or Navi- 
gation of His Subjects ſhall not be carried on 
within Leagues of any Part of the 
Coaſt comprehended within the above Limits. 


Article IV. 


And, fof the future Preſervation of Harmony 
and Good Underſtanding, it is mutually agreed 
between the Two Contracting Parties, that, 
as well in the Places which His Catholic Ma- 
jeſty has engaged to reſtore to the Subjects of 
His Britannic Majeſty, as in All other Places 
on the North-Weſtern Coaſts of America, or 
of the Iſlands adjacent thereto, above the ſaid 

where any Settlements ſhall 
have been made, by the Subjects of Either 
Crown, ſince the Month of April, 1789, or 
ſhall hereafter be made, the Subjects of the 
| Other 
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Other ſhall have full Liberty of Acceſs, and 


of carrying on their Trade, without any Mo- 
leſtation. 


Article V. 


And it is further agreed between the Two 
Contracting Parties, that No Settlements ſhall 
be formed Hereafter by the Subjects of Either 
of the Two Crowns, in any Part of South 
America, South of on the Eaſtern 
Coaſt, and of on the Weſtern 
Coaſt, ſo long as No Settlements ſhall be 


formed thereon by the Subjects of any other 
Power. | | 


HIS Majeſty's Miniſters obſerved, that, in 
framing theſe Articles, the Firſt Obje& kept 
in View was that of bringing to a clear and 
final Settlement All the Points involved in the 
late Diſcuſſions, in order to preclude, as far 
as poſſible, all fimilar Occaſions of Jealouſy 
and Miſunderſtanding in future. In doing 
this, His Majeſty's only Wiſh was to ſecure 
for His Subjects thoſe Rights, which are both 
ſtrictly conformable to Juſtice, and are, at the 
ſame Time, of real Importance to the Honor 


T 4 of 
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of His Crown, or to the Navigation and Com- 
merce of His Subjects. They had endea- 
voured, as far as poſſible, to waive any Retro- 
ſpective Diſcuſſion of Claims of Right, the 
Expreſs Renunciation of which might be felt 
as Unneceſſarily mortifying to the Court of 
Spain. It was, therefore, thought right that 
the Points in Queſtion ſhould be clearly ſettled 
and defined, as Matters of Poſitive Stipulation 
for the future ; only taking Care, that thoſe 
Stipulations ſhould be worded ſo as not to 
imply an Admiſſion of the antecedent Claims 
of Spain ; which, though His Majeſty had no 
Wiſh Unneceſſarily to diſcuſs, it was utterly 
impoſſible for Him, Directly or Indirectly, to 
Recognize. At the ſame Time, while His 
Majeſty felt it indiſpenſible to inſiſt on ſecuring 
the Undiſturbed Exerciſe of the Rights of 
His Subjects to Navigate and Fiſh in the Ame- 
rican Seas, and to Trade and to form Settle- 
ments in the Countries Unoccupied by the 
Subjects of any other Power, under the Regu- 
lations contained in theſe Articles, He was 
anxious to remove every reaſonable Ground of 
Jealouſy, and to give every practicable Satiſ- 
faction and Security on the Subject of Con- 
traband Trade; the Prevention of which was 

certainly 
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certainly the Principal Point in the preſent 


Arrangement, in which Spain had a real and 
ſolid Intereſt. 


The Extenſive and Chimerical Claims of 
Excluſive Sovereignty over the American Con- 
tinent and the Seas adjacent, even if other 
Nations could be brought to ſubmit to them, 
are, it was further obſerved, rather Matter of 
uſeleſs Pride than an actual Advantage. A 
greater Extent of Territory on the Continent 
of America cannot be conſidered by the Spa- 
niſn Court itſelf as an Object of rational Policy; 
and therefore, if their Excluſive Claim had 
at any Time lately been meant to be ſeriouſly 
inſiſted upon, it had probably been leſs on ac- 
count of it's intrinſic Value, than for the ſake 
of it's affording the Means of guarding againſt 
the Intercourſe which they apprehended other 
Nations might attempt to carry on with their 
ancient and eſtabliſhed Colonies, 


His Majeſty's Miniſters, therefore, hoped, 
that if reaſonable Security could be afforded 
them on this Point, it would remoye the Prin- 
cipal Motive which had led them to inſiſt on 
their Excluſive Claims; and that they would 

| {ce 
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fee the good Senſe of preferring Rational Pro- 


viſfions, founded on mutual Conſent, and eaſy 
to be put in Practice, to a Security which muſt 


be precarious, and difficult at any Time to be 


inforced, becauſe it was derived from Claims 
which could never be finally acquieſced in by 
the other Nations of Europe. 


The Duke of Leeds further ſtated the firſt 
Point in the incloſed Projet to be that which 
related to the Poſſeſſion of the Diſtricts at 
Nootka, and near it, which had been purchaſed 
from the Natives, and occupied by His Majeſty's 
Subjects, before the Arrival of M. Martinez. 
His Majeſty's Subjects having been diſpoſſeſſed 
of theſe Diſtricts, and the Spaniards having en- 
tered upon them in conſequence of the Vio- 
lence committed by the Seizure of the Britiſh 
Veſlels at Nootka, the Reſtitution of theſe 
Diſtricts was a Point in which the Honor of 
His Majeſty's Crown was concerned, and on 
which it was evident that His Majeſty muſt 
inſiſt as a Sine gud non; unleſs the Court 
of Spain could ſhew a juſt Title which autho- 
rized them to form an Excluſive Setilement at 
Nootka, at the Time of the Arrival of M. 
Martinez, and for that Purpoſe, to remove 


His 


E 

His Majeſty's Subjects from a Settlement made 
under the Circumſtances before- mentioned. 

If any ſuch Title could be produced and 
, eſtabliſhed, His Majeſty's Juſtice and Equity 
would induce Him readily to admit it : But 
none ſuch had been hitherto offered ; and there 
was little Ground to ſuppoſe that any ſuch could 
be fairly ſupported. In different Parts of the 
ſeveral Papers received from the Court of Spain, 
Two Grounds had been principally referred to. 
One of them was that General Claim to the 
Sovereignty of the Continent and the Seas 
adjacent, already referred to. This Claim, 
as it was at firſt ſtated, was unlimited; and it 
had fince been explained only by confining it 
within 61 Deg. North Latitude, which was 
repreſented as the Limit of the Ruſſian Settle- 
ments. Such a Claim (with this Explanation) 
comprehending, as it does, an Immenſe Ex- 
tent of Coaſt only recently known to Euro- 
peans, and which, fince it's Diſcovery, had 
been uninterruptedly frequented by His Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects and by any other Nations, 
was, on the Face of it, ſo Inadmiſſible, as 
not to leave room for Diſcuſſion ; it being, in 
the Nature of Things, impoſſible that any 
Documents could be found to ſupport it. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, the very Nature of the Limitation, 
by which this Claim was confined to 61 Deg. 
North Latitude, was of itſelf ſufficient to 


ſhew the Claim itſelf to be wholly inadmiſ- 


fible by other Nations , it being impoſſible to 
ftate any Ground of Argument in Support of 
the Right of the Ruſſians to make Settlements 
in 61 Deg. North Latitude, which does not 
apply with exactly the ſame Degree of Force, 
in Favour of the Right of any other Nations 
to do the fame in the other unoccupied Parts 
of that Coaſt, North of the actual Spaniſh 
Territory. And it was particularly to be ob- 
ferved, that, if ſuch Argument were grounded 
on any Notion of Prior Diſcovery, that Prin- 
ciple, weak as it is when unſupported by 
Occupation, was nevertheleſs more favourable 
in this Inftance to the Engliſh than to any 

other Nation. - | 
The other Ground which had been pointed 
to was that of a Prior Diſcovery and Occupa- 
tion of the Places actually in Queſtion, at 
Nootka and the Parts adjacent. This was 
ſtated in Monſ. del Campo's Note of the 10th 
of February laſt; who repreſented that, in 
1774, Monſ. Martinez viſited Nootka, and left 
a few trifling Articles with the Natives, 
2 With 
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With reſpect to ſuch pretended Diſco- 
very, (if it were material to the Queſtion) 
there was juſt Reaſon to believe that the 
Knowledge which the Spaniards had of this 
Port was ſubſequent to the Diſcoveries of 
Britiſh Navigators. But Diſcovery alone, 
not followed actual Occupation and Eſtabliſh- 
ment, could never, the Duke of Leeds ob- 
ſerved, be admitted as giving any Right to the 
Excluſion of other Nations; and the Sort of 
Occupation, alledged in this Inſtance by the 
Spaniards, was as little capable of being 
maintained as a Title to Dominion, as that of 
Bare Diſcovery ; it conſiſting only in having 
left ſome trifling Articles with the Natives, 


in a Place where no actual Settlement was 
made or pretended. 


The Circumſtance of theſe Two Grounds 
having been referred to, might, of itſelf, be 
conſidered as a Proof, that no Title could be 
maintained by Spain on any juſt and ſolid 
Grounds; and His Majeſty was therefore 
firmly convinced, .that His Claim to the Re- 
ſtitution of Nootka could not be controverted. 
If, however, contrary to Probability, any other 
Ground ſhould be-urged, the Duke of Leeds 


2 referred 
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referred Mr. Fitz-Herbert to the Materials 


already in his Poſſeſſion, which would enable 
him to refute any Arguments which the Spa- 


niards could urge on the Subject. 


The Second Article, his Grace obſerved, 
was intended to provide for the Free Exer- 
ciſe of Navigation and Fiſhery, and for the 
Liberty of Landing for the Purpofes of Com- 
merce with the Natives, and of making Set- 
tlements in Unoccupied Places, conformably 
to what had been ſtated on the Subject in the 


Diſpatch before alluded to. This was a Point 


of the utmoſt Importance ; and, in conſe- 
quence of the Language held by the Court of 


Spain relative to this Fifhery, it was eſſential 


that it ſhould be ſecured by poſitive and pre- 
eiſe Stipulation, Great Care, however, was ne- 
ceflary (as the Duke had obſerved in his for- 
mer Inſtructions) to prevent this Article from 
appearing as a Conceſſion on the Part of 
Spain, For this Purpoſe it was thought ne- 
ceſſary to adopt Words, which, though they 
did not declare an Antecedent Right, or 
make it neceſſary to agitate that Queſtion, 
might, nevertheleſs, be conſiſtent with the 
Principles which His Majeſty had maintained, 
and which might be as applicable to the Con- 

firmation 
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firmation and Security of an exiſting Right, 
as to the Grant of a New One. With this 
View it had been thought proper, to include 
the Caſe of Landing for the Purpoſes. of 
Commerce with the Natives, or of making 
Settlements. There might otherwiſe be a 
Danger that an expreſs Stipulation, with re- 
ſpect to the Right of Landing for the Pur- 
poſe only of- the Fiſhery, while that of Land- 
ing for the Purpoſe of Commerce, or of 
making Settlements, was paſſed over in Si- 
lence, would be conſtrued to imply a Re- 
nunciation of the Latter, and might thereby 
amount to an Admiſſion (at leaſt in Part) of 
of the Spaniſh Claim of Excluſive Sove- 
reignty, By this Article, therefore, the Right 
to Land for the Future, for any Purpoſe, 
in any Unoccupied Part of America within 
the Limits to be now fixed, would be clearly 
and finally eſtabliſhed, The Proviſion ne- 
ceſſary to aſcertain thoſe Limits, and to 
provide a reaſonable Security far the Pre- 
vention of Contraband Trade with the ac« 


tual Settlements of Spain, form the Subject 
of the Third Article. | 
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The fundamental Principle to be kept in 
View, in any Propoſal reſpecting the Limits, 
his Grace declared to be, That the Exclu- 
* five Dominion of Spain extends only to thoſe 
Places, which can be fairly ſhewn to be in 
the actual Occupation and Poſſeſſion of the 
Subjects of that Crown. It ſeemed material, 
however, he added, that the Practical Ap- 
plication of this Principle ſhould be now 
expreſsly aſcertained, and that the Limits 
reſulting from it ſhould be fixed by Poſitive 
Agreement; becauſe, if the Principle only 
were agreed upon in General Terms, it might 
become Matter of Diſpute hereafter, what 
ſhould be deemed Proof of Occupation, and 
what was the Extent of the Dominions ſo 
occupied by Spain at the Time of forming 
the Agreement, | 


In proceeding to frame an Article on this 
Subject, it was not wiſhed to give too ſtrict 
and confined a Senſe to the Term Occupation, 
or to inſiſt upon fo rigorous and literal an Ap- 
plication of the Principle itſelf, as might lead 
to a minute and intricate Diſcuſſion, with Re- 
ſpect to Points of no ſubſtantial Importance. 
There might be Places which, though not 
; | actually 
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actually ſettled or inhabited, at leaſt by Spae 
niards, might nevertheleſs be ſhewn to be fairly 
within the actual Exerciſe of their Dominion, 
either by the Native Indian Inhabitants being 
treated as Subjects, and living under the Au- 
thority of the Court of Spain, or by any other 
Evidence of ſuch Places being comprehended 
within the Operation of Ordinary and Regular 
Acts of Sovereignty and Juriſdiction. There 
might be other Inſtances in which, from the 
Circumſtances and Relative Situation and Diſ- 
tance of different Eſtabliſhments and Miſſions, 
it might not be eaſy to decide how far there 
fairly exiſted ſuch a continued Occupation, or 
fuch an Intereſt in the Intermediate Places 
between ſuch Eſtabliſhments, as might apply 
to the whole Diſtrict in which ſuch Eſtabliſh- 
ments might be ſituated. In Caſes of this 
Nature, the Application of the Principle would, 
in Strictneſs, depend upon a minute Inveſtiga- 
tion of all the Particulars : But it appeared to 
His Majeſty's Servants more deſireable, to al- 
low ſome moderate Latitude, in ſuch In- 
ſtances, to the Pretenſions and Intereſts of 
Spain, rather than enter into ſuch nice and 
difficult Diſcuſſions, as might, in a great De- 
gree, protract and embarraſs the Negotiation. 


Such 
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Such a Latitude ſeemed the more admiſſible, 
conſidering the great Extent of the Countries 
in Queſtion ; and confidering alſo, that, from 
+ the Manner in which the propoſed Article 
was framed, it would not follow that the Space, 
included within the Limits to be agreed upon, 
was admitted as a Matter of Right to be Spa- 
niſh Territory, but that, for the Sake of Con- 

venience, and to prevent Diſputes in future, 
His Majeſty agreed, by Poſitive Stipulation, 
that, within certain Limits, His Subjects ſhould 
not form any Settlements, or carry on any 
Commerce, 


Having ſtated to his Excellency the general 
Principles, by which the Limits referred to 
in the annexed Projet were intended to be aſ- 
certained, the Duke of Leeds proceeded to 
detail what had appeared to His Majeſty's Ser- 
vants as moſt reaſonable, with Reſpect to the 
Particular Application of thoſe Principles, as 
far as the Information they poſſeſſed had 
enabled them to judge of this difficult Point. 


It appeared in the firſt Place plain, with re- 
ſpect to the North-Weſt Coaſt of America, 
that there was no Pretence of apy Occupa- 

| | tion, 
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tion, on the Part of Spain, of the Nature of 
that before deſcribed, above the Northern 
Limits of California, prior to 1789 nor was 
it known that any Settlement had been made 
ſince that Time, excepting That at Nootka. 
This Opinion was confirmed by obſerving that, 
in the moſt authentic Maps, publiſhed in dif- 
ferent Countries, previous to the late Diſco- 
veries, the Whole Coaſt, North of the Penin- 
ſula of California, is laid down as Unknown 
to Europeans, and could not therefore be rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſed to be ſettled by Spain; and 
alſo becauſe that, in a Notitia de California, 
faid to be publiſhed, in 1757, by Authority of 
the Spaniſh Government, their Knowledge of 
the American Coaſt is expreſsly ſtated not to 
go beyond California : and there was no In- 
formation of Scttlements further North made 
by Them ſince that Date; but, on the con- 
trary, there was Reaſon to believe, from what 
was known of the State of California itſelf at 
more recent Periods, that none ſuch could 
have been made. 

It was, indeed, doubtful, whether even 
California itſelf might not be excluded, by a 
ſtrict Application of the Principle of Oe- 
cupation. But as, from the Account of that 
Country, 
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Country, it appeared that, for a conſiderable 


Time back, the Spaniſh Government had 
been engaged in continued Attempts for ſub- 


. duing or ſettling it, and that a conſiderable 


Number of Eſtabliſhments had actually been 
made in various Parts of the Coaſt under the 
Authority of the Governor of Mexico, it was 
not His Majeſty's Wiſh to diſcuſs that Point, 
or to enquire how far theſe, which, for the 
moſt Part, are denominated Miſſions, ought 


to be held to be in the Nature of Settlements 
of Occupation. 


On this Statement, the Northern Limit of 
the Peninſula of California, or about 31 Deg. 
North Latitude, was the utmoſt Northern 
Extent that could be left as the Excluſive Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Spain on that Coaſt. 


But it appeared that the Spaniſh Settlements 
in New Mexico, on the Rio Bravo, were carried 
up conſiderably higher, and almoſt to 40 Deg. 
North Latitude ; and that, if the propoſed 
Limits were deſcribed by a Parallel of Latitude 
running Eaftward from the Northern Limit of 
California, they would interfere with great 
Part both of New Mexico and of Louiſiana. 


This 
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This, the Duke obſerved, would certainly be 
unreaſonable ; and, for obviating this Diffi- 
culty, Mr. Fitz-Herbert was directed, in the 
firſt Inſtance, to propoſe that the Line of 
Limits ſhould run Eaft, from 31 Deg. North 
Latitude to the Rio Colerado, and from thence 
along the ſaid River to the Head thereof, and 
from thence to the neareſt Part of the Miſ- 
ſouri. 

But if, in the Progreſs of his Diſcuſſions, 
he ſhould find the Court of Spain very deſirous 
to extend the Limits on the Coaſt further to 
the North, and ſhould think this a Point likely 
to endanger the Ultimate Iſſue of the Nego- 
tiation, or greatly to retard it's Concluſion, 
His Majeſty did not think This an Object of 
any conſiderable Importance to His Subjects; 
and Mr. Fitz-Herbert was therefore autho- 
rized, in that Cafe, to agree that the Northern 
Limit of the Parts, to be left to Spain by this 
Treaty, ſhould be the goth Parallel of North 
Latitude, running from the Weſtern Coaſt of 
America, Eaſtward, to the Place where it 
croſſes the Miſſouri. 


With reſpect to the Southern Limit to be 
fixed on the Weſtern Coaſt of America, there 
appeared to be conſiderable Difficulty, on Ac- 
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count of the defective Information His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters poſſeſſed relative to thoſe 
Parts. In the beſt Maps which are extant, and 
particularly in the great Spaniſh Map engraved 
in Spain in 1775, to which Recourſe was had 
on this Occaſion, it appeared that the Spaniſh 
Settlements in the Governments of Peru and 
Chili are nearly contiguous; but the Southern 
Limit of the Government of Chili is not 
diſtinctly expreſſed. The moſt Southern 
Settlement of the Spaniards on that Coaſt ap- 
peared to be that of Caſtro, which is on the 
Iſland of Chiloe, and is about 43 deg. South 
Latitude. In the large Map before- men- 
tioned, there appear indeed to be ſome ſmall 
Villages or Pariſhes on the Iſland of Chiloe, 
South of Caſtro; but the actual State of that 
Coaſt is not ſufficiently aſcertained, to afford a 
Ground for judging how far, according to 
the Principles above ſtated, the Spaniſh Poſ- 
ſeſſions in the Government of Chili as far as 
Caſtro, or down to any other Point South of 
it, are ſuch as to carry with them the Sort 
of Occupation before deſcribed, The Duke 
of Leeds ſtated it to be probable, that the 
juſt Point of Limit would be found, accord- 
ing to the Principles already mentioned, 


to be ſomewhere between the 4oth and 45th 


Degrees 
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Degrees of South Latitude. But that, as this 
could not be preciſely aſcertained here at pre- 
ſent, His Majeſty, having the fulleſt Confi- 
dence in Mr, Fitz-Herbert's Ability and Diſ- 
cretion, had commanded his Grace to leave it 
to him to fix the Southern Limits, by apply» 
ing ſuch Information as he could obtain from 
the Spaniſh Government to the General Prin- 
ciples before mentioned; And His Majeſty 
was perſuaded that he would not make any 
unneceſſary Conceſſions ; nor did the Impor- 
tance of the Queſtion, whether this were 
fixed a little more or a little leſs to the South, 
appear to be ſuch as to juſtify the Delay, 
which would be occafioned by a Reference for 
further Inſtructions from Home. 


The whole Queſtion about the Eaſtern 
Coaſt of South America, his Grace obſerved, 
would be at once decided, if a Fa& which 
was ſtarted on this Subject could be ſuf- 
ficiently aſcertained. To an Account of Pata- 
gonia, publiſhed in England in 1774, a Map 
is prefixed, in which a Line is marked near 
the River Salladillo, a little to the Southward 
of the Rio de la Plata, and ſtated to have 
been fixed by Treaty with the Indians in 


A 2 83 1740, 
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1740, as the Limit beyond which the Spa: 
niards were not to ſettle to the Southward, 
In the Book itſelf a Reference is made to 
this Treaty, but no Account is given of the 
Authority on which its Exiſtence is aſſerted, 


nor are the Particulars of the Treaty itſelf 
ſtated. | 


Suppoling this Treaty to be authentic, and 
to have continued to be the Boundary be- 
tween thoſe Nations, there could be no Pre- 
tence on the Part of Spain to claim any Thing 
to the Southward of that Line. And it 
was the more reaſonable to ſuppoſe that this 
was really the Caſe, as, in the Spaniſh Map 
above referred to, there did not appear any 
Trace of a Settlement in thoſe Parts. This 
latter Circumſtance alone afforded ſufficient 
Ground for fixing the Boundary, in this In- 


ſtance, in the fame Manner as thoſe before 
ſpaken of, 


On theſe. Grounds, His Majeſty's Servants 
were induced to belieye, that the juſt Appli- 
cation af the General Principles before men- 
tioned would fix the Line before referred to 
as the proper Limit for the Eaſtern Coaſt; and, 


| 


l 189 ] 

if Mr. Fitz-Herbert ſhould not be apprized 
by the Spaniſh Government of any Mate- 
rial Facts to vary what was now ſtated, he 
was directed to propoſe to fix it according 
to that Line, which he would ſee traced 
in the above-mentioned Map of Patagonia, a 
Copy of which was ſent by the Meſſenger to 
his Excellency. 

Any Difficulty, which the Court of Spain 
might make, with reſpe& to theſe Limits, 
the Duke hoped would be conſiderably dimi- 


niſhed by the Propoſal ſuggeſted in the Fifth 
Article, as hereafter explained. 


The latter Part of the Third Article con- 
tained the Proviſion for preventing the Ships 
of His Majeſty's Subjects from approaching 
nearer than a certain Diſtance from the Coaſt, 
within the Limits aſſigned. This Diſtancec 
His Majeſty's Miniſters thought ſhould, if 

poſſible, be fixed at Five Leagues, which it 
was imagined would afford an ample Security 
againſt Contraband Trade, and which exceeded 
the Diſtance within which Ships are ſeizable 
under the Hovering Acts in this Country. His 
Majeſty was anxious, if poſſible, that this 
Diſtance ſhould not be exceeded, as there was 


Reaſon 


Mr. Fitz-Herbert was authorized to extend 
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Reaſon to believe that it might be of ſome 
Conſequence, for the Purpoſes of the Fiſhery, 


to approach as near as Five Leagues ; but ne- 
vertheleſs, if it ſhould be abſolutely neceſſary, 


this Diſtance as far as Eight or even Ten 
Leagues. It was particularly defireable that 
this ſhould be the utmoſt Diſtance, as it was 
underſtood here that the Whales are fre- 
quently found on the Edge of the Soundings, 
which, on thoſe Shores, are repreſented to be 
from Five to 'Ten Leagues from the Coaſt. 


The Fourth Article his Grace ſtated to be 
conformable to the Principles laid down in 
his Diſpatch of the 16th of May, with Re- 
gard to the Stipulation to be agreed upon in 
relation to New Settlements. He added, that, 
on further Conſideration, His Majeſty's Ser- 
vants were confirmed in thinking, that the 
Securing Reciprocally to the Subjects of both 
Countries the Liberty of Acceſs and of Trade, 
in all new Settlements which Either Nation 
might form in thoſe Parts, was the moſt likely 
Way to prevent an Injurious Competition in 
the Attempts to eſtabliſh them. On this 
Ground, His Majeſty had been pleaſed to ap- 

0 prove 
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prove of this Article, as calculated to promote 
the eſſential Object of avoiding Occaſions of 
Jealouſy in future. The Duke of Leeds 
truſted, the Court of Spain would conſider it as 
an Inſtance of His Majeſty's Moderation and 
Equity, that He propoſed to apply this Prin- 
ciple both to the Poſſeſſions to be reſtored to 
His Subjects, and to any Eſtabliſhments which 
might have been formed by the Spaniards ſince 
the Violence committed by Monſ. Martinez; 
and that, on the one Hand, His Majeſty did 
not wiſh to found, on the Prior Occupa- 
tion of His Subjects, any other Rights, than 
thoſe which ſhould be eſtabliſhed for the future 
with Reſpect to new Settlements; and that, 
on the other Hand, He contented Himſelf 
with the Application of the . ſame General 
Principle, to any Settlements which might 
have been formed in this Interval by Spaniſh 
Subjects, without infiſting (as in ſtrict Juſ- 
tice he might) on ſuch Settlements being 
actually Evacuated, 


The Fifth Article, already referred to, his 
Grace ſtated to be conſonant to what he had 
ſtated in the concluding Part of his former 
Diſpatch, and would furniſh a ſtrong additi- 
onal 
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onal Proof of the Sincerity and Fairneſs of 
His Majeſty's Intentions, and of its not be- 
ing His Wiſh that His Subjects ſhould form 
any Settlements, which could give juſt Caufe 
either of Political or Commercial Jealouſy 
to the Eſtabliſhed Poſſeſſions of Spain in South 
On this Point, His Majeſty's Miniſters in- 
fiſted, that His Majeſty unqueſtionably could 
not be called upon to relinquiſh the Rights 
of His Subjects by a Contract not Recipro- 
cal; but, at the ſame 'Fime, as the chief Im- 
portance of the Right of making Settlements 
to the Southward would ariſe only from the 
Poſſibility of Settlements being made there 
by other Nations (which might gradually 
obſtruct the Right of Landing for the Pur- 
poſes of the Fiſhery, or at leaſt give Occa- 
ſion to future Diſputes) His Majeſty was 
willing to agree, that the Subjects of the 
Two Crowns ſhould be reſtrained from mak- 
ing any Settlement on any Part of the 
Coaſt of South America, South of the Limits . 
agreed on, ſo long as no Settlements ſhould 
be made there by the Subjects of any 
other Powers. 'This Reſtriction would leave 
this Part of the Coaſt open to both Nations 
for 
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for the Purpoſe of carrying on their Fiſheries. 
Of courſe it would be underftood; that the 
Stipulation not to make Settlements would not 
prevent landing far Woed and Water, and 
building temporary Huts, if neceſſary. 

If the Court of Spain ſhould attach any Im- 
portance to the Object of providing againſt 
Settlements being made in theſe Parts by His 
Majeſty's Subjects, it could not not juſtly ex- 
pect ſuch a Proviſion, on any other Ground 
but that of Reciprocity ; and it could not be 
unwilling to purchaſe this Security (ſuppoſing 
it ſhould really be thought material) by a Sa- 
crifice on it's own Part of a Right which it 
could hardly in any Caſe become it's true Po- 
licy to exerciſe, 

This Article, however, his Grace faid, 
was only propoſed on the Suppoſition that it 
would be acceptable to the Court of Spain; and 
there would be no Objection to agreeing to 
the other Articles without This, if the Court 
of Spain ſhould with to omit it. 


Together with this Diſpatch the Meffenger 
was alſo charged with Copies of a Letter from 
the Marquis del Campo to the Duke of Leeds, 
B b on 
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on the Subject of diſarming, and of his 
Grace's Anſwer; which are as follow: 


COPY of a Letter from the Marquis del 


Campo to the Duke of Leeds, dated 
London, Augult 10, 1790. 


My Lord, 

J*AI eu VHonneur d'entretenir votre Ex- 
cellence ſur le Deſarmement reciproque de la 
Part de VEſpagne et de V'Angleterre, comme 
d'une Diſpoſition qui paroiſſoĩt tres conſequente 
et tres propre a raffermir la bonne Harmonie 
et la Confiance entre nos Deux Cours, aufii 
bien que la Cordialite entre les Deux Nations, 
et la haute Idee que VEurope doit avoir des 
Sentimens nobles et genereux des nos Sove- 
rains. | 

Le Declaration de I Eſpagne, contient la 
Satisfaction exigee, et la Contre-Declaration 
aſſure que Sa Majeſte Britannique ſe regarde 
comme parfaitement ſatisfaite. Ainſi le fait, 
qui avoit donne lieux aux Reclamations et aux 


Armemens de IT Angleterre, ſe trouve par la 
aneanti. 


On appuya auſſi ces memes Preparatifs a 
Epoque du 5 Mai, quand le Roi jugea à propos 
d'enyoyer 
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d'envoyer Son Meſſage au Parlement, ſur les 
Informations, qu'on venoit de recevoir, des 
des Armemens conſiderables qui ſe faiſoient 
dans les Ports d'Eſpagne, ſans qu'on ſgit les 
Motifs ni la Deſtination. Sur cet Article le 
Miniſtre Eſpagnol s'empreſſa de donner, avec 
la plus grande Franchiſe et Honnetete, tous 
les Eclairciſſements poſſibles; et propoſat 
d'abord (c' eſt-à-dire le 15 Mai) le Deſarme- 
ment reciproque ; ſur quoi il n'a ceſſẽ d' inſiſter, 
en s'addreſſant a Madrid a Meſſieurs Merrick, 
Fraſer, et l Ambaſſadeur Fitz-Herberg ; comme 
pareillement j'ai tache de faire ici, par ſon 
Ordre, dans les Occaſions qui ſe ſont pre- 
ſentes. Il paroit donc par ce Recit ſimple, 
que le Second Motif des Armements Anglois 
auroit cefſe il y a quelque Temps, ſi la Cour 
de Londres s'y fut conforme, et que la Choſe 
depend aujourd'hui abſolument d'Elle. 

Le Roi mon Maitre, et tout Son Miniſtere, 
partant de ces Principes, ne doutoient nulle- 
ment que la dite Diſpoſition n'eut lieu, imme» 
diatement apres la nouvelle de I'Echange de la 
Declaration et Contre-Declaration, ſignées à 
Madrid le 24 Juillet dernier; et ils m'avoient 
mEme autoriſe a traiter avec votre Excel- 
lence ſur la Maniere et ſur la Proportion 

B b 2 qui 


1 196 ] 

qui ſerolent jugées les plus adaptables pour 
effectuer le Deſarmement, en ayant Soin de 
fauver toute Sorte d'Ineenventents. 
Le Cott de Madrid aurelt erd offenſer eelle 

de Londres, en entreténant le meindre Doute 
kur ſes Diſpefitions amieales à cet Egard, non 
ſeulement par toutes les pulſſantes Raiſons qui 
concourent à rendte tres preferable le Deſarme- 
ment freciptoque; mais auſſi par ce que, des 
le Commen t de la Meſintelligence, le 
Miniſtere Britannique temoigna le meme Deſir, 
romme il paroit par la Lettre que votre Excel- 
Fence tut la Bonte d'eenwre dans les premiers 
Jours de Mai & Menſ, Merrick, avec Ordre 
den faire Communication à Monſ, le Comte 
de Florida Blanea, comme une Preuve non equi - 
yoque des Vuts cordiales et pacifiques de 
PAngleterre; le Langage meme de Monſ. de 
Fitz-Herberg depuis fon Arrivee' a tts pareille- 
ment conforme. 

- C'eſt pour m'acquitter des Devoirs eſſentiels 
de ma Place, que je ſuis force de m'addrefler 
de nouveau à votre Excellence fur l Objet dont 
il s'agit. Les Intentions du Roi d'Eſpagne ſont 
pures, hannetes, et amicales à toute Epreuve, 
Fe n'helite pas un Moment a aſſurer, que celles 
hy Rei Britaanfque font exactement de mbme, 

Les 
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Les deux Miniſteres ſe font une Gloire d' imi- 
ter reſpectivement leurs Souverains, et de ſuivre 
leurs Principes de Sageſſe et de Droiture. 
Quel Dommage donc, fi, avec de tels Senti- 
mens, on alloit donner la Preference à des 
Meſures, ſeules capables de produire de la 
Mefiance et des Alarmes entre nos Nations, 
leſquelles 8'aiment et ſe reſpectent mutuelle- 
ment; bien convaincues toutes deux des Avan- 
tages immenſes, qui reſultent de leur Amiti6 
etroite et permanente. | 
Quoiqu'il ne ſeroĩt pas deplace d'entrer dans 
le Detail des Depenſes enormes qu'on pourroit 
et qu'on devroit eviter des deux Cotes, auſſi 
bien que des Inconvenients qui peuvent naitre 
des Armements conſiderables des deux grandes 
Nations, malgre toute la Prevoyance et toutes 
les Precautions de leurs Gouvernements : Je 
dois m'abſtenir de le faire, traitant avec un 
Miniſtre des Lumieres de votre Excellence. 
Mais je la prie de conſiderer, quelle doit Etre 
la Surpriſe de ma Cour, en apprennant le Parti 
qu'on parait vouloir adopter ici par Prefe- 
rence. 
Sans Doute qu'il y a une Negotiation à ſuivre 
et qu. y a encore des Points à debattre et à 
regler definitivement, Mais s'agiſſant d'une 
| . Negotiation 
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Negotiation amicale et d'une Diſcuſſion franche, 
honnete, et de bonne Foi ; dans laquelle chacun 
doit faire valoir ſes Droits, ſes Titres, et ſes 
Raiſons, pour parvenir un Accomodement juſte 
et equitable : Dans cet Etat de Choſes, il paroit 
que la trop grande Force des Armaments 
pourroient plutòt nuire a I'Objet qu'on ſe pro- 
poſe, et ſeroit ſujette a des Interpretations 
deſagreables, quoique tres eloignees certaine- 
ment des veritables Intentions des deux Cours. 

L'Interet que je prend, par Devoir et par 
Inclination, a la Reuffite de tout ce qui peut 
contribuer au Bonheur de nos deux Nations; 
le Defir de n'en rien ommettre de ma Part, 
et ſur tout les Ordres de ma Cour, m'ont mis 
dans le Cas de faire ces Reflexions a votre Ex- 
cellence. Je me flatte, qu'en meme Temps 
qu'elle les peſera, elle rendra Juſtice a mes 
Sentimens. 


Jai THonneur, &c. 


- (Signe) Le Marguis del Cameo: 


COPY 
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COPY of the Duke of Leeds's Anſwer to 
the Marquis del Campo, dated White- 
hall, Auguſt 14, 1790. 


Monſieur, 


EN Reponſe à la Lettre que votre Excel- 
lence m'a addreſſee le 10 du Courant, j'ai 
I Honneur de Vinformer, que la Propoſition de 
fa Part, touchant un Deſarmement reciproque 
de la Part de nos Cours reſpectives, ne ſauroit 
etre regardee que comme une Preuve tres 
agreable d'un Deſir ſincere de remettre les 
Choſes auſſitòõt que poſſible ſur le Pied de 
IEtabliſſement ordinaire de la Paix. 

Vous pouvez Etre perſuadé, Monſieur, que 
les Sentimens du Roi ſont analogues à ceux de 
Sa Majeſte Catholique, a Vegard- de tout ce 
qui pourroit retablir le plus Promptement poſ- 
fible la bonne Intelligence entre les Deux 
Puiſſances. | 

Cependant, il paroit que les Circonſtances 
actuelles ne permettent pas le Deſarmement 
dont il eſt Queſtion. Il eſt certain, que la 
Declaration de la Part de IEſpagne, et la 
Contre-Declaration de celle de Angleterre, 
ont heureuſement leve la Pierre d'Achoppe- 
ment, qui paroiſſoĩt d'une Nature à empecher 
tout Accommodement, et par. conſequent 


la 
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ia Voie de Negotiation eſt ouverte, Il n'eſt 
pas moins ſir pourtant, que VObjet des Pre- 
paratifs, que Sa Majeſté s' eſt trouve obligee 
de faire, n'a pas été borne a Vunique Con- 
ſiceration de Reparation d'une Injure con- 
tre Sa Dignité; mais qu'Elle avoit Egalement 
en Vue la Securite des Interets de Ses Peuples 
a Vavenir, comme il eſt particulierement Enoncs 
dans ma Depeche a Monſ. Merry du 4 de 
Mai, citée par votre Excellence, et dont j'ai 
I Honneur de lui envoyer un Extrait ci-joint. 
C'eſt de Concert avec le Cour d'Eſpagne, 
que le Roi deſire de voir etabli une Syſteme, 
capable, non ſeulement de contribuer au plus 
parfait Retour d'Amitic et de Paix, mais en 
eloignant tout Sujet de Jaloufie entre les 
Deux Nations, par Rapport à leurs Intereèts 
reſpectifs en Amerique, rendre leur Amitié 
ſure et permanente. 
Dans de telles Circonſtances, Monſieur, je 
crois que vous avouerez ſans Difficulté, que 
Sa Majeſte ne peut pas arreter les Preparatifs 
qu'elle a juge convenable de faire; les Nego- 
tiations qui viennent ſeulement d' etre entamees 
£tant d'une Nature autant compliqude qu'im- 


_ portante. : 
J'ai I'Honnevr, &c. 
( Signe ) | LEEDS. 
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BY the ſame Meſſenger Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
was further charged to repreſent to the Spaniſh 
Court, that, by the Accounts referred to in Mr. 
Meares's Memorial, it appeared that a Number 
of Chineſe, who were in the Service of His 
Majeſty's Subjects at the Time of the Capture 
of the Britiſh Veſſels at Nootka, were ſeized, 
and had fince been detained and employed in 


working Mines by the Spaniards. His Majeſty 


had not thought it neceſſary to make this the 
Subject of any ſeparate or formal Article in 
the Convention, eſpecially as it appeared that 
an Enquiry was directed to be made into the 


Whole of the Conduct of Monſ. Martinez in 


this Tranſaction, and as the Reſtoration of 
theſe Men was evidently comprized within the 
Declaration ſigned by Count Florida Blanca. 
But, in order to avoid any Miſunderſtanding 
on this Subject, it was judged proper, that the 
Circumſtance ſhould be mentioned by his Ex- 
cellency to that Miniſter; and that he ſhould 
be informed, that, independent even of that 
Engagement, His Majeſty had no doubt, that 
the Juſtice of His Catholic Majeſty would 
have induced Him to give immediate Orders 
for ſetting at Liberty theſe Perſons, who had 
been ſo unjuſtifiably and cruelly detaiged. 


* As 
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As the Satisfaction given by the Court of 
Spain, relative to the Capture of the Veſſelg 
at Nootka, had now opened the Way for the 
Diſcuſſion of the other Matters depending be- 
tween the Two Courts, the Duke of Leeds 
took the Opportunity of canveying by the 
ſame Meſſenger to Mr, Fitz-Herbert His Ma- 
jeſty's Inſtructions, with reſpe to the Situa- 
tion of the Britiſh Settlers in the Bay of 
Honduras, and to what had paſſed on that 
Subject between the Two Courts. 

As a full Explanation of His Majeſty's 
Sentiments on this Buſineſs had been tranſ- 
mitted to Mr. Merry, His Majeſty's Charge 
d' Affaires at Madrid, on the 25th of Decem- 
ber laſt, the Nuke referred Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
to that Paper, which would explain to him 
the Meaſure adopted by His Majeſty, of ſuſ- 

nding Colonel Deſpard, and of directing 
8 Colonel Hunter to declare the Steps 
taken by the former, ſor the Abolition of the 
then exiſting Syſtem of Police, to be null and 
of no Effect; and would al ſo ſhew the Grounds 
on which that Reſolution was taken, and on 
which it was to be maintained by Mr. Merry, 
(in any Diſcuſſions upon the Subject) as being 
in n Conformity to the general Spirit of 
the 
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the Convention, and particularly to the expreſs 
Words of the Seventh Article. 


In confequence of the Communication made 
by Mr. Merry to the Spaniſh Court, in pur- 
ſuance of that Diſpatch, his Grace ſtated, that 
he had received from Monſ. del Campo, on 
the 11th of February laſt, a Letter, of which 
he inclofed a Copy. As that Letter was tranſ- 
mitted to the Duke at the fame Time with the 
Notification made by Monſ. del Campo of the 
Tranſactions at Nootka, the Effect of which 
Notification was, as Monf. del Campo was in- 
formed by his Grace, to fuſpend all other Diſ- 
cuſſions till His Majefty had obtained Repara- 
tion for the Inſult offered to His Crown, no 
Anſwer had as yet been given, by His Ma- 
jeſty's Orders, on the Subject of Honduras, 


As the Tone of the Letter of the 11th of 
February, on that Subject, was conformable to 
that which ſo unhappily prevailed in the other 
Communications of the ſame Date, it required 
that an Anſwer ſhould be delivered by Mr. 
Fitz-Herbert on his Majeſty's Part, formally 
aſſerting, in Contradiction to that Paper, the 
indiſputable Right of his Majeſty to eſtabliſh 

| Cc2 ſuch 
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ſuch Regulations, as His Majeſty ſnould judge 
proper, for maintaining Peace and good Order 
among His Subjects, ſettled under his Protec- 
tion in the Bay of Honduras; provided ſuch 
Acts did not interfere with the Territorial So- 
vereignty of His Catholic Majeſty, which the 
King has formally recognized; and expreſſing 
His Majeſty's full Perſuaſion, that the Court 
of Spain, from ſubſequent Information of the 
Particulars of the Tranſactions at Honduras, 
and from a further Conſideration of the Na- 
ture of the Communications made by His 
Majeſty's Orders, relative thereto, will have 
been convinced that, ſo far from being an In- 
fraction of the Convention, that Communica- 
tion contained the moſt fatisfaftory and une- 
quivocal Proofs of the good Faith which His 
Majeſty has ſcrupulouſly obſerved, and of his 
Diſpoſition to arrange every Point of this Na- 
ture, in the moſt amicable Manner, with His 
Catholic Majeſty. His Grace affirmed, that 
the Eſtabliſhment of ſuch Regulations as above 
deſcribed, and the appointing and authorizing 
Perſons to carry them into due Execution, is 
not an Act of Government, in the Senſe in 
Monſ. del Campo appeared to ſpeak of it, as 
being inconſiſtent with the Sovereignty of 

Spain, 
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Spain, but is a neceſſary conſequence of the 
Nature of that Eſtabliſhment, to which. the 
Britiſh Nation is entitled, under the Treaty of 
Peace, and by the explanatory Convention of 
1786. The Duke expreſſed his Hope that, 
after this neceſſary Declaration ſhould have 
been made, the Buſineſs itſelf would not be 
found to be of a Nature to throw much Dif- 
ficulty in the Way of an amicable Adjuſtment 
with the Court of Spain, if the other Points 
in Diſpute could be properly arranged. 

Mr. Fitz- Herbert was further informed that, 
in conſequence of the Orders given by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hunter, he had proceeded to 
the Bay of Honduras, and had framed, with 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome of the Settlers, and 
from the Information which he had acquired 
of the former State of the Settlement, a Syſ- 
tem of Police, and had tranſmitted the ſame 
for His Majeſty's Conſideration, This Plan 
had been referred to His Majeſty's Law Ser- 
vants, and there was Reaſon to believe that it 
would be found ſuch as might be adopted, 
either in toto, or at leaſt with ſuch Alterations 
as might be made to it here, ſo as to preclude 


the Neceſſity of any further Reference to the 
Bay of Honduras. 


Under 
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Under thefe Circumftances, Mr. Fitz-Her« 
bert was directed to inform the Court of Spain, 
that, although His Majeſty could not, by any 


Means, forego or renounce His Right to eſta- 


bliſh a Syſtem for the Adminiſtration of Juſ- 
tice between His Subjects in Honduras, upon 
the Grounds, and under the Reſtrictions above- 
mentioned; yet that, as a Proof of the friend- 
ly Diſpofition of His Majefty, and in order 
that His Catholic Majeſty might be convinced, 
that the Regulations to be eſtabliſhed by His 
Majeſty's Orders would not contain any Thing 
in any Manner repugnant to the Territorial 
Sovereignty of the Crown of Spain, the King 


was willing to make a previous Commmunica- 


tion thereof to His Catholic Majeſty ; and 


ſhould have been ſufficiently examined here, 


it would be tranſmitted to his Excellency, and 


that the Orders for it's actual Eſtabliſhment 


would be delayed until His Majeſty ſhould be 
informed by him of his having made ſuch 


Communication thereof to the Court of Spain 


and laftly, that fuch Plan would contain an 
expreſs Proviſion, for the moſt ſcrupulous Ob- 
ſervation of the Treatics — between 


the Two Courts. 
The 


that, for that Purpoſe, as ſoon as the Plan 
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The following is a Copy of the Marquis 
del Campo's Letter, alluded to in the preceding 
Diſpatch. | 

Mancheſter-S$quare, ce 11 Feyrier, 1790. 
Milord, 

LE Charge des Affaires de Sa Majeſte Bri- 
tannique a Madrid ayant remis a Monſ. le 
Comte de Florida Blanca un Recit et un Office, 
fans etre ſigne, concernant la Suppreſſion des 
Magiſtrats Anglois a Honduras, ma Cour m'a 
ordonnt d'annoncer 2 votre Excellence, qu Elle 
n'a pas encore regue des Nouvelles directes ſur 
ce Sujet. Elle m'ajoute en mème temps, que 
tout l Expoſ paroit etre une Infraction faite à 
Article 7. de la Convention, ne pouvant Per- 
ſonne, comme votre Excellence le ſait fort 

bien, rendre Juſtice, ni exercer aucun Ate de 
Gouvernement, ſur le Territoire d'un autre 
Souverain, comme celui dont il eſt Queſtion, 
Etant convenu et reconnũ expreſſement dang 
la Convention, et dans le Traits de Paix. 
Mais, fi le Roi Britannique veut Se mettre 
d'accord avec le Roj mon Maitre, on pourra 
faire un Reglement par Rapport a VAdmini- 
ſtration de Juſtice et de Police, entre les Sujets 
Anglois demeurant a Honduras, Par ce Moyen, 
les Sujets reſpectifs pourront &acquitter de 


leurs 


1 


leurs Devoirs, en vivant dans la meilleure 
Harmonie poſſible; et les deux Cours $'e- 
pargneront la Peine d'entendre des Recours et 
des Plaintes de cette Eſpece. 

Je prie votre Excellence de vouloir bien 
mettre cette Idee ſous les Yeux de Sa Ma- 
jeſt Britannique, afin de pouvoir nous oc- 
cuper de YArrangement convenable pour ar- 
reter ces petites Diſſentions. 


(Signe) Le Marquis del CAMPo. 


A NEGOTIATION of a Nature fo in- 
tereſting as that now depending between Eng- 
land and Spain could not fail to occaſion a 
conſiderable Senſation in France, where a long 
continued Alliance, and a ſuppoſed Reciprocity 
of Intereſts with the latter of theſe Kingdoms, 
made Her Interference an Event both natural 
and probable. That She had armed a Squadron 
at the Beginning of the Diſpute has already 
been ſeen ; and that a further Attempt might be 
made, on Her Part, to influence the Deciſion 
of the impending Queſtions was an Event 
reaſonably to be apprehended. It appeared 
indeed, from what actually did happen, that a 
Hope was entertained of this Country- being 


a induced 
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induced to recede from the Terms She had 
propoſed, by an Appearance of Vigour on the 
Part of France, which, it was probably ſup- 
poſed, might induce the Engliſh Miniſtry to 
apprehend a more formidable Oppoſitioti than 
they might originally have expected. Be this, 
however, as it may, it is certain that, about 
this Time, the Meaſures adopted by the Ru- 
ling Party in France, (evidently by the Sug- 
geſtion of Spain) tended directly to that Pur- 
poſe, and appeared to lead to a declared Junc- 
tion with that Power, in the Event of a War 
taking place between Her and England. | 


The Firſt Step of this Nature was taken by 


Monſ. de Montmorin, who, on the 2d of 
Auguſt, addreſſed a Letter to the National Aſ- 
ſembly, containing His Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty's Orders to acquaint them that England 
was increaſing Her Armament, and that it 
would be therefore neceſſary (although a good 
Underſtanding continued to ſubſiſt between the 
Two Nations) that France ſhould alſo increaſe 
Her Forces. Monſ. de Montmorin alſo in- 
cloſed a Letter from Count Fernan Nunez the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador at Paris, dated the 16th 
of June, which, he obſerved, contained the 
State of the Negotiations at that Time between 


D d England 
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England and Spain. The French Miniſter 
concluded by ſaying, that, in the Hope of their 
coming to an Underſtanding, the King had 
poſtponed urging the Aſſembly to a Deciſion ; 


but that He could no longer delay that Mea- 
ſure. 


In the Letter above mentioned, the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador aſſerted, that the ſpeedy and exact 
Performance of the Treaty of 1761, called the 
Family Compact, was become an indiſpenſible 
Preliminary to treat with Succeſs ; that, under 
that Neceſſity, Spain was obliged to have re- 
courſe to the Aid of France; and that, the 


King His Maſter had ordered him to aſk Ex- 


plicitly What France could do, in the preſent 
Conjuncture, in order to aſſiſt Spain. On this 
Point he declared an Immediate Determination 
was required; as well as that the Meaſures, 
to be adopted by the Court of France, ſhould 
be active, open, and poſitive, ſo as to avoid 
the leaſt Occaſion of Diſtruſt. Should they 
prove otherwiſe, he added, His Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty muſt not be ſurprized, if Spain ſhould 
look for Other Friends and Other Allies. among 
all the Powers of Europe, without excepting 


Any, upon whoſe Aſſiſtance She might de- 
pend, in Caſe of Neceſſity. 


The 


1 

- The Deciſion of this important Queſtion 
was referred to the Comite Diplomatique ; the 
Opinion of which Body was, on the 25th of 
Auguſt, reported to the National Aſſembly, 
by Monſ. Mirabeau the Elder, 

It contained an Advice to the Aſſembly to 
empower them to examine the Family Com- 
pact, in order to form out of it a National 
Compact, by omitting all the Articles of an 
Offenſive Tendency ; and, at the ſame Time, 
to requeſt the King, to order His Miniſter at 
the Court of Madrid to enter into a Negocia- 
tion with the Spaniſh Miniſtry on thoſe 
Grounds, The Comité alſo propoſed two De- 
crees—The one, That All exiſting Treaties 
ſhall be maintained by the French Nation, un- 
til it ſhall have reviſed and modified them.— 
The other, That, before the thorough Exami- 
nation of the Treaties, which the Nation may 
think proper to continue or alter, the King 
ſhall be requeſted to make known to all the 
Powers with which France is connected, that 
Juſtice and the Love of Peace are the Baſis of 
the French Conſtitution ; and that the Nation 
cannot admit in Her Treaties any Stipulations, 
which are not purely Defenſive and Commer- 
cial. The Comité accordingly requeſted the 
d 2 King 
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King to inform His Catholic Majeſty, that the 
French Nation, in taking all proper Meaſures 
to maintain Peace, will abide by the Engage- 
ments which Her Government has contracted 
with Spain. They alſo deſired the King to 
order His Miniſters to negotiate, in Confor- 
mity to theſe Principles, with the Court of 
Spain, and to Commiſſion Thirty Ships of the 
Line, Eight of which, at leaſt, ſhould be fitted 
out in the Ports of the Mediterranean. 

On the following Day, the National Aſ- 
ſembly took this Report into Conſideration , 
and, after a ſhort Debate, Decreed that they 
would abide by the Defenſive and Commercial 
Engagements which the Government had 
contracted with Spain ; That the King ſhould 
be deſired to order His Ambaſſador to nego- 
tiate with the Miniſters of the Catholic King, 
in order to ſtrengthen, by a National Treaty, 
thoſe Ties which were uſeful to both Coun- 
tries, and to fix, with Preciſion and Clearneſs, 
ſuch Stipulations, as might not. be. entirely 
conformable to the Views of General Peace, 
and to the Principles of Juſtice, which ſhould 
always be the Policy of the French. The 
Aſſembly alſo decreed, that, on a Conſidera- 


tian of the Armaments of the different Na- 
tions 


* 
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tions of Europe, and their progreſſive Increaſe, 
and of the Security of the French Colonies 
and Commerce, the King ſhould be deſired to 
order into Commiſſion Forty- five Ships of the 


Line, with a proportionable Number of Fri- 
goes and ſmall Veſſels, 


This Intelligence, which Earl Gower had 


tranſmitted by a Meſſenger, arrived at White- 
hall on the 29th of Auguſt ; and, on the iſt 
of September, the ſame Meſſenger was re- 
diſpatched with Inſtructions to that Ambaſſa- 


dor, for his Conduct in this i important Buſt- 
neſs, 


Buy theſe, his Excellency was directed to 
loſe no Time in delivering to Monſ. de Mont- 


morin a Memorial to the following Effect, 
viz, 


« THE Aflurances which have been re- 


% peatedly given of the friendly Diſpoſition 
« of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and parti- 
% cularly thoſe conveyed through Monſ. de 
4% 1a Luzerne, ſubſequent to the preſent Diſ- 
* cuſſion with Spain, were received by His 
10 een, with the greateſt Satisfaction, and 


ha with 
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« with a perfect Reciprocity of Sentiments. 
Feeling an earneſt Wiſh to preſerve a good 
* Correſpondence with His Chriſtian Majeſty, 
* the King has ſeen, with great Surprize and 
* Concern, the great additional Armament 
* now ordered to be prepared in the Ports of 
* France; as ſuch an extraordinary Prepara- 
* tion, under the Circumſtance of the Nego- 
* tiation now depending with the Court of 


Spain, carries an Appearance in no Degree 


* conſiſtent with thoſe Sentiments of Friend- 
% ſhip which have been profeſſed. His Ma- 
* jeſty has therefore thought it neceſſary to 
« direct the underſigned, to deſire an Expla- 
* nation of the Object and Deſtination of the 
* Armaments now carrying on in the French 
* Ports; and His Majeſty earneſtly hopes, 
* that the Anſwer to this open and friendly 
* Communication may be ſuch, as to pro- 
tte mote the Harmony and good Underſtanding 
% which His Majeſty, on His Part, is ſin- 
1 cerely deſirous of cultivating with His Moſt 
Fc a . 4 | 

HIS Excellency was alſo directed to expreſs 
to Monſ. de Montmorin, in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, the Continuance of His Majeſty's fin- 
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cete Deſire for the Preſervation of Harmony 
with the Court of France; but, at the ſame 
Time, to obſerve to the French Miniſtry the 
obvious Impoſſibility of that Harmony remain- 
ing uninterrupted, if that Court ſhould think 
itſelf bound to take Part in Support of any 
| Claims, however unfounded, which the- Court 
| of Spain might chuſe to advance. 


With regard to the Nature of the Prepata- 
tions ordered in France, and the Terms of the 
Decree of the National Aſſembly, the Duke 
of Leeds obſerved, that they appeared calculated 
to give Encouragement and Support to Spain, 
in the Negotiation actually depending; but, 
whatever might be the Iflue of that Negotia- 
tion, his Grace ſaid His Majeſty was confident, 
that the Principles by which He had: been 
guided would appear to be founded on the 
moſt evident Juſtice, and on the Common 
Rights of All Nations: That therefore, if the 
Terms on which His Majeſty was ready to 
conclude a Definitive Arrangement with the 
Court of Spain ſhould: be rejected, it would be 
impoſſible for the French Nation, conſiſtently 
with the Love of Peace and Juſtice which it 
profeſſed, to ſupport the Spaniſh Pretenſions. 


But, 
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But, at all Events, any Meaſure of Encourage- 
ment.to Spain, while it's Ultimate Views were 
not ſufficiently explained, muſt, his Grace ob- 
ſerved, be neceſſarily ſeen with the greateſt 
Uneaſineſs by His Majeſty, and muſt tend ra- 
ther to produce Extremities, by encouraging 
unreaſonable Pretenſions in the Spaniſh Court, 
than to facilitate an amicable Arrangement. 

The Duke added, that, although his Excel- 
lency could only hold this Language Officially 
to the French Miniſters, it was, at the ſame 
Time, extremely deſireable that the ſame Sen- 
timents ſhould be conveyed, as Opportunities 
might be found, to any Perſons of Weight and 
Influence in the National Aſſembly, with whom 
they might be likely to operate. His Excel- 
lency was therefore directed to employ his ut- 
moſt Attention, in diſcovering the Diſpoſi- 
tion of the different Political Parties on the 
Subject of the Family Compact, as to the Line 
to be adopted by France, in caſe our Diſcuſ- 
ſions with Spain ſhould terminate in a Rup- 
ture; and alſo to omit no Opportunity of let- 
ting it be underſtood, that nothing but Ne- 
ceflity could occaſion any Views to be enter- 
tained in this Country, hoſtile either to the 
general Intereſts of France, or to the Settle - 
ment 


1 2 1 | 
ment of their newly-eſtabliſhed Conſtitution 5 
but that, on the other Hand, any Step of 
Aſſiſtance to the Court of Spain would natu- 
rally lead to our adopting ſuch Meaſures, as 
might be moſt likely to render ſuch Aſſiſtance 
ineffectual. 

His Excellency was further directed to 
exert his utmoſt Endeayours to diſcover what 
Orders might be given reſpecting the Sailing 
of any Part of the French Fleet; and, in caſe 
of any ſuch being in Contemplation, the Duke 
of Leeds deſired him. to tranſmit the earlieſt 
Notice of it to his Grace; at the ſame Time 
conveying to the French Miniſters, in the moſt 
unequivocal Terms, his firm Perſuaſion, that 
ſuch a Step could not but give the greateſt 
Umbrage to this Country, and, if carried into 


Effect, be productive of the moſt diſagreeable 
Conſequences. 


On the 6th of September His Majeſty's 
Miniſters were informed by Earl Gower, that, 
on the iſt of that Month, the National Aſ- 
ſembly had received the King's Sanction of 
their Decree of the 26th ultimo, in which 
they were informed that, in order to fulfil 
gradually their Intentions, His Moſt Chriſtian 
Ee _ Majeſty 


11 


Majeſty had determined to begin by arming 
Sixteen Ships of the Line, which, added to 
thoſe already put into Commiſſion, would make 
the Number of Commiſſioned Ships Thirty. 
It was, however, declared to be His Majeſty's 
Intention, to take the proper Steps to com- 
pleat the Number of Forty- five, with all the 
Haſte the Turn of Affairs might require. 

At the ſame Time Earl Gower gave Notice, 


chat Three Frigates with Troops on Board, had 


lately failed from Rochfort to Tobago. 


On the 7th of September, the Marquis de 
la Luzerne, the French Ambaſſador at this 
Court, waited upon the Duke of Leeds, and 
delivered to his Grace a Copy of a Letter 
from Monſ. de Montmorin to his Excellency, 
dated at Paris, the 28th of Auguſt. 

In this Monſ. de Montmorin, after detailing 
the late Decree of the Aſſembly, and ſtating 
that the Augmentation of their Marine was 
juſtified by the increaſed Armaments of Eng- 
land and Spain, directed Monſ. de la Luzerne to 
aſſure the Britiſh Miniſtry, in the moſt ex- 
plicit Manner, that theſe Preparations were 
merely by way of Precaution, and had no 
other Views than thoſe expreſſed in the De- 
Y | Cree 


] 
b 
a 
l 
h 
U 


( 29 ] 


eree; that the French King hoped a ſpeedy 
and equitable Arrangement would terminate 
the Differences exiſting between the Courts of 
Madrid and London; that He had received 
great Pleaſure from the Exchange of the De- 
claration and Counter Declaration between 
thoſe Two Courts, which He conſidered as a 
Preliminary Step towards a Reconciliation z 
and that His Satisfaction would have been 
compleat, if that Meaſure had been followed 
a Reciprocal Diſarmament, or at leaſt by a 
Convention not to increaſe the exiſting Arma- 
ments on either Side. Such a Circumſtance, 
Monſ. de Montmorin added, as it would have 
been a Proof of the Pacific Views of the Two 
Courts, would have made it unneceſſary for 
His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to take thoſe Mea- 
ſures of Precaution and Prudence, which He 
now thought indiſpenſible. 


The Inſtructions which had been ſent to 
Earl Gower on the 1ſt of September, reached 
his Excellency on the Morning of the 4th; 
and, in the Evening of the ſame Day, he de- 
livered to Monſ. de Montmorin the Memorial 
he had been directed to preſent. It was not till 
the 10th that that Miniſter returned an Anſwer 
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to his Excellency, in which he contented 
himſelf with informing him, that he had re- 
ceived the King's Orders to write to the French 
Ambaſſador at London; and that he flattered 
himſelf that the Explanations that Miniſter 
had already been ordered to give, together with 
thoſe with which he was now charged, would 
leave nothing to be wiſhed for by our Court as 
to the Diſpoſition and Views of France. 


To this vague Anſwer Monſ. de Montmorin 
added a Copy of his Letter to Mon. de la 
Luzerne. | 

In this, after taking Notice of Earl Gower's 
Memorial, and his own Letter of the 28th of 
Auguſt to Monſ. de la Luzerne, he expreſſed 
his Surprize, that the Court of London ſhould 
ftill demand an Explanation of the Motives of 
the French Armament. He affirmed, that 
theſe Motives, the Principles of which he 
ſtated as already known to the Britiſh Miniſtry, 
left France no Alternative as to the Meaſures 
She was to purſue ; and that the French King 
was perſuaded His Britannic Majeſty would 
acknowledge the Juſtice of them, and would 
not find any Reaſon to ſuſpect from them any 
Views contrary to the Maintenance of Peace. 
4 Monſ. 
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Monſ. de la Luzerne was therefore inſtructed 
to renew to the Engliſh Miniſtry the moſt poſi- 
tive Aſſurances of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's 
Pacific Intentions, and of His Deſire to ſee 
the Difficulties ſubſiſting between the Courts 
of London and Madrid ſpeedily and happily 
terminated. As a further Proof of the Pacific 
Sentiments of the French King, Monſ. de la 
Luzerne was inſtructed to repeat what he had 
been directed to ſay on the Subject of a General 
or Partial Diſarmament; a Meaſure which, 

Monſ. de Montmorin affirmed, in whatever 
Light it was to be conſidered, could be pro- 
ductive of no Inconvenience to Great Britain, 
but which would calm the Minds of others, 
and would put an End to a burthenſome Ex- 
pence, without affecting the juſt Pretenſions 
of the Two Courts ; and which, ſhould it take 
Place, would immediately be imitated by the 
Moſt Chriſtian King. 


Although the French Ambaſſador muſt have 
received this Inſtruction on the 12th or 13th of 
September, his Excellency thought proper not 
to take any Notice of it to the Duke of Leeds, 
or to make any Sort of Communication on the 
pubject, This Conduct he continued to main- 

tan, 


222 


tain, notwithſtanding the frequent Opportuni- 


ties which unavoidably preſented themſelves to 
him, in the Courſe of the almoſt daily Meet- 
ings he had with his Grace and the other Mi- 
niſters, and although certain Intelligence was 
received of the Naval Preparations in France 
being carried on with the moſt unremitting 
Exertions, inſomuch that Twenty-one Ships 


of the Line were now almoſt ready for failing 


at Breſt, and Nine more in great Forwardneſs 
at Toulon. As a Silence ſo marked, and fo 
contrary to the Inſtructions which the French 
Miniſter had declared to have been ſent to him, 
became daily more and more ſuſpicious, the 
Duke of Leeds, on the 21ſt of September, 
informed Earl Gower of this Circumſtance ; 
and, at the ſame Time, obſerved, that, had 
this Ambaſſador been more obſervant of the 
Orders of his Court, the Diſpatch itſelf could 
not, either in Point of Form or Subſtance, 
have been looked upon as ſuch an Anſwer, as 
we had a Right to expect, to an Official Note, 
preſented by the Engliſh Ambaſſador in Obe- 
dience to His Majeſty's Commands. His 
Grace added, that, on a Subject ſo important 
to the Preſervation of the good Underſtanding 
ſo happily ſubſiſting between the Two Coun» 
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tries, it was extremely neceſſary to have a For- 
mal as well as Explicit Anſwer, For this 
Purpoſe, his Excellency was directed to ſtate 
to Monſ. de Montmorin His Majeſty's Ex- 
pectation that. a Miniſterial Office ſhould be 
given to his Excellency, in Anſwer to the Re- 
preſentation he had already delivered to that 
Miniſter, The Duke of Leeds concluded by 
exprefling his Confidence that Monſ. de Mont- 
morin would readily comply with this Requeſt; 
and by informing Earl Gower that he was at 
Liberty to communicate this Diſpatch to that 
Miniſter. 


As Monſ. de Montmorin was abſent from 
Paris when this Diſpatch was received by Earl 
Gower, his Excellency was unable to com- 
municate it to that Miniſter till the zoth of 
September: and it was not till the 4th of 
October that his Excellency received from him 
in Return an official Letter, 


| In the mean Time, however, this Conduct 
on the Part of France, whoſe Reply had been 
procraſtinated for near a Month, could not 
fail to make a confiderable Impreſſion on the 
Minds of His Majeſty's Miniſters ; and, as 
C the 
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the Urgency of the Buſineſs increaſed daily, 
it was thought proper, on the 6th of October, 
again to addreſs the Court of France, for the 
Purpoſe of obtaining that Anſwer, which She 
appeared ſo anxious to withhold. 


With this View the Duke of Leeds ſtated 
to Earl Gower, that the Situation of Affairs 
had become extremely critical : That the Re- 
ports received of the Naval Preparations at 
Breſt repreſented a conſiderable Squadron in 
that Port to be apparently ready to put to Sea : 
That the Aſſurances, which His Majeſty had 
already received, of the French Armaments 
being intended merely as a Meaſure of Pre- 
caution, induced him to hope that there could 
be no Intention of ſending this Squadron to 
endeavour to form a Junction with the Fleets 
of Spain, at a Time when it was utterly im- 
poſſible for the Court of France to repreſent 
ſuch a Step as neceſſary, either for it's own 
Security, or for the Accompliſhment of any 
Defenſive Engagements. 

His Grace further ſtated, that His Majeſty 
had ſent Inſtructions to His Ambaſſador at 
Madrid, which muſt very ſhortly bring the 
N depending with that Court to 2 

deciſive 


| 
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decifive Iſſue: That it was His Majeſty's: 
earneſt. Wiſh, that the Negotiation might end 
to mutual Satisfaction; but that, ſhould this 
unhappily not be the Caſe, His Majeſty had 
the Conſolation of thinking, that He had de- 
manded nothing but what was founded on the 
moſt evident Principles of Juſtice, and on the 
Common Rights of All Nations : That this 
would be fully proved to the Court of France, 


and to Europe at large, if Events ſhould make 
it neceſſary. ; 


Under theſe Circumſtarices, the Duke added, 
His Majeſty was willing to perſuade Himſelf, 
that no Event of the Negotiation with Spain 
could ultimately interrupt the good Corre- 
ſpondence now happily ſubſiſting between 
Great Britain and France; and that, in the 
mean Time, His Majeſty confidently expected, 
from the Juſtice and Friendſhip of His Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, that, during the ſhort Pe- 
riod which could elapſe, before He received a 
Deciſive Anſwer from the Court of Spain, no 
Steps would be taken for ſending any Part of 
the Naval Force of France, either to the 
Ports of Spain, or to any other Place, which 

Ft might- 
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might indicate a Deſign to co-operate with 
that Court, in the Event of a Rupture. 


On the Day after this Diſpatch was for» 
warded to Earl Gower, a Meffenger arrived at 
Whitehall with a Letter fram his Excellency, 
containing the Official Note from Monf. de 
Montmorin, which was received by him on 
the 4th of October. | 

In this Paper, Monſ. de Montmorin, after 
briefly reciting the Memorial delivered to him 
by Earl Gower on the 4th of September, and 
the Diſpatch of the Duke of Leeds which bad 
been communicated to him on the 3oth of the 
fame Month, proceeded to ſtate to his Excel- 
lency, that he had Reafon to believe, that 
Mouſ. de la Luzerne would not have loſt a 
Moment in communicating to the Britiſh 
Miniſtry his Diſpatch of the gth of Septem- 
ber; and he expreſſed his Aftoniſhment at 
this Omiſſion, which he imputed to ſome 
unexpected Circumſtance, os ſome Mifunder- 
ſtanding. He inſiſted, however, that the 
Engliſh Miniſtry had had an Official Commu- 
nication of this Diſpatch through Earl Gower 
already given them the znoſt preciſe Explana- 
vj tion 
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tien of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's real In- 
tentions. In conſequence of this Inferma- 
tion; Monſ. de Montmorin inſiſted, that the 
Court of London ought to have been con- 
vinced, in the firſt Place, that the French 
King defired nothing ſo much as the Main- 
tenance of Peate, and that He would do all 
in His Power for that Purpoſe ; and, in the 
ſecond Place, that if His Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty did at firſt determine to arm, and after- 
wards to augment His Forces, He had been 
induced to do fo, becauſe He eould not re- 
main in a State of Inaction, while neighbour - 
ing Powers were making conſiderable Arma- 
ments, and becauſe, if unhappily the Dif- 
ferences between the Courts of Madrid and 
London ſhould not be amicably arranged, He 
might find Himſelf forced to fulfil the De- 
fenſive Engagements ſubſiſting for a Number 
of Years between France and Spain. 

Such Monſ. de Montmorin affirmed to be 
the Objects of the Miniſterial Communications, 
made by the Marquis de la Luzerne, both to the 
Duke of Leeds, and to Mr, Pitt; and he 
added, that thoſe Miniſters had thought the 
Conduct of France both natural, and conform 
able ta Circumſtancey, and to the Obligations 
| Ff 2 She 
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She was under; for which Reaſon they had 
both expreſſed their Wiſhes for the Preſerva- 
tion of Peace, and for the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Juſtice of their Demands, and the Fairneſs 
of their Intentions, 

Monſ. de Montmorin then proceeded to 
confirm the Declarations made by the Marquis 
de La Luzerne, and added, that the Senti- 
ments of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty for a 
Continuance of Peace and good Harmony, be- 
tween Himſelf and His Britannic Majeſty, 
were invariable, and that He continued to 
hope, that the Diſcuſſion ſubſiſting between 
Spain and England would ſhortly be concluded 
in Manner ſatis factory to both Countries. He 
alſo profeſſed to obey His Royal Maſter's 
Orders, by aſſerting, that nothing was more 
foreign to His Sentiments, than any Intention 
to Influence the Negotiation by His Arma- 
ments; and that the Only Mode of Influenc- 
ing that Buſineſs, which it would become Him 
to adopt, was by the Exertion of His good 
Offices, ſhould they be thought uſeful or ne- 
ceflary by the Parties concerned, 

Nothing, Monſ. de Montmorin abſerved, 
could be more clear, more formal, or, at thg 
ſame Time, more ſatisfactory than this Expla- 
| nation; 


1991 


nation; and he declared himſelf at a Loſs to 
gueſs, what Irregularity there could have been 
in the Tranſmiſſion of it to the Court of Lon- 
don; though he aſſured Earl Gower, that, if 
there had been any ſuch Irregularity, his Ex- 
cellency's Silence on that Head put it out of 
the Power of the French Miniſtry, either to 
rectify or to diſavow it. He inſiſted, however, 
that the moſt important Point, both for the 
Court of London, and for that of Paris, was, 
that no Suſpicion ſhould exiſt of the Intentions 
or Conduct of the latter; that this Object had 
been fulfilled on the Part of France; and that 
therefore it was to be hoped, that the Britiſh 
Miniſtry would be the more pleaſed with what 
She had done, as the greateſt Earneſtneſs had 
been ſhewn in every Reſpect even to prevent 
her Wiſhes. 

Monſ. de Montmorin concluded by aſſuring 
Earl Gower, that, if any Uncertainty ſhould 
ſtill remain, the French Miniſtry would wil- 
lingly give a further Explanation, their Views 
and Wiſhes being directed to the Preſervation 


of Peace, and to a ſpeedy and equitable Ar- 
rangement. | 


In 
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In Anſwer to this Official Note, the Duke 
of Leeds, on the Sth of October, wrote to 
Earl Gower, informing him that he was ex- 
tremely glad the Meſſenger, with his Letter 
of the 6th, had been diſpatched to his Excel- 
lency previous to the Artival of Monſ. de 
Montmorin's Paper; as the Contents of thoſe 
Inſtructions would ſufficiently prove to the 
French Miniſter the Sentiments of the King's 
Confidential Servants in regard to the preſent 
Naval Armaments in France, | 


7 


With reſpect to Monſ. de Montmorin's Note, 
the Duke ſaid, there were but Two Paſſages 
in it which appeared to require Obſervation. 


The Firſt was that, wherein he ſtated both 
Mr. Pitt and the Duke to have admitted the 
Conduct of France #2 be Natural, aud confor- 
mahle te Circumſtances, as hkewiſe to the Engage- 


ments entered. into by that Power, 


In Anſwer to this his Grace ſaid, that he cer« 
tainly had obſerved to the French Ambaſſador, 
that the ordering Fourteen Sail to be put in 
Commiſſion, conſidering the uſyal Practice of 

the 
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the European Powers, when their Neighbours 
were making great and active Preparations by 
Sea, could not be conſidered as giving Um- 
brage, particularly when ſtated, as by that 
Miniſter it was, as a Meaſure rather of Form 
than Subſtance : That this Remark was how- 
ever made upon the Firſt Armament : That, 
when a more conſiderable Armament was ſet 
on Feet, the Ambaſſador ſtated it as a Meaſure 
of Neceffity rather than of Choice, on the 
Part of his Court ; and the Duke lamented to 
him the Neceflity, which had induced the 
Adoption of a Meafure that muft give Umbrage 
to this Country : And that Mr. Pitt made uſe 
of fimilar Expreſſions in his Converſation with 
Monſ. de la Luzerne. 

With regard to the Poſſibility of the French 
King, in the Event of a Rupture, being 
obliged to fulfil His Defenſive Engagements, 
the Duke obſerved, that the King's Confiden- 
tral Servants truſted No other Engagements were 
contratted; and that, of courſe, France would 
not think of eonſtruing every poſſible Ground 
of Quarrel, which might ariſe between this 
Country and Spain, as a Caſus Faderis, to 
which Her Defenſive CON muſt of 
courſe apply. | 


In 
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In the Event of the preſent Diſcuſſions with 
Spain not terminating in-a friendly Manner; 
his Grace ſaid, His Majeſty's Miniſters truſted, 
that the Candour of the French Government 
would liſten to their Repreſentation of the 
Caſe, before She ſhould think Herſelf juſtified 
in ſupporting Spain : That, in ſuch an Event, 
the King would not fail to lay open to France, 
and to All Europe, the Grounds on which 
His Majeſty reſted the Juſtice of His Cauſe. 
This Diſpatch, as well as. the preceding 
one of the 6th, Earl Gower was directed to 
communicate to Moni. de Montmorin. 


On the 14th of October a Meſſenger arrived 
at Whitehall from Earl Gower, with Monſ. 
de Montmorin's Anſwer to the Repreſentation 
his Excellency had been inſtructed to deliver. 
By this Monſ. de Montmorin aſſured his 
Excellency, by His Royal Maſter's Orders, 
that His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty perſiſted in- 
variably in the Diſpoſition, of which He had 
already ſo often given the moſt poſitive Aſ- 
ſurances to the Engliſh Court: That the Court 
of Madrid had not, as yet, made any Requi- 
ſition of a Total, or even a Partial Re- union 
of the French Naval Force with Her own: 
Au 3 


[ 233 ] 
That His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty flattered 
Himſelf, that the Negotiation depending at 
Madrid would terminate as happily as His Bri- 
tannic Majeſty could deſire ; and that, in this 
Hope, He did not heſitate to Declare, that, 
during the ſhort Space which would elapſe be- 
fore the Court of London could receive a De- 
finitive Anſwer from His Catholic Majeſty, 
He would not make any Diſpoſition of His 
Naval Forces, with a View of effecting a Co- 
operation with Spain. 

Monſ. de Montmorin concluded by ſaying 
that His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty entertained no 
Doubt of the Court of London perceiving, 
from the Promptitude and Preciſion of this 
Anſwer, His Deſire to maintain the Harmony 


and good Intelligence which ſo happily ſub- 
ſiſted between the Two Countries. 


WHILE this Negotiation was depending 
with the Court of France; the States Ge= 
neral of the United Provinces loſt no Time 
in manifeſting their earneſt Diſpoſition, not 
merely to fulfil the Conditions of their Al- 
liance with this Country, but to exhibit 
to All Europe an early Diſplay of that 
Diſpoſition, by advancing their Preparations 
for our Service, at a conſiderable Charge to 
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the Provinces. As an incontrovertible Progf 
of theſe friendly Sentiments, the Squadron 
which, as it has been ſeen, was ordered to be 
fitted out, failed early in the Month of July 
for Portſmouth, under the Command of Ad- 
miral Kingſbergen, and brought us a Succour 
of Six Sail of the Line, and Four Frigates. 
At the ſame Time, Orders were given, and 
Funds were provided, for the Arming of Six 
additional Ships, as a further Reinforcement, 
ſhould the Circumſtances of this Country, in 


the Event of Hoſtilities taking Place, re- 
quire it. 


The Attachment of the United Provinces 
towards this Country being thus cordial, their 
Satisfaction at the Intelligence of the Decla- 
ration and Counter Declaration having been 
ſigned at Madrid on the 24th of July (which 
arrived at the Hague on the 6th of Auguſt), 
was proportionably Great. The Prince Stadt- 
holder, in particular, expreſſed his ſincere Joy 
at a circumſtance ſo Glorious to His Majeſty's 
Councils, by a Letter, in his own Hand- 
writing, to Lord Auckland: 


His Majeſty's Miniſters, however, being 
aware that theſe Inſtruments, however ſatiſ- 
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factory they might be with reſpect to the 
National Honor, were by no Means concluſive 
as to the great Queſtion of Peace or War, 
and that the Negotiation now about to come 
mence on the reſerved Points might eventually 
miſcarry, thought it adviſeable to loſe no Time 
in expreſſing to the States General their Wiſh, 
that their Armament might be for ſome Time 
continued, With this View, the Duke of 
Leeds, on the 14th of Auguſt, inſtructed 
Lord Auckland to loſe no Time in repreſent- 
ing to the Dutch Miniſters, how unwilling 
His Majeſty would be to propoſe to the States 
General the Continuance of the Expence, 
ariſing from their Naval Preparations ; but 
that, notwithſtanding the Satisfaction given 
by the Court of Spain, it was ſtill uncertain 
what might be the Final Iſſue of the Nego- 
tiation, which comprehended Points of the 
greateſt Importance to the Commerce and Na- 
vigation of His Majeſty's Subjects. On this 
Account, his Excellency was directed to ſtate, 
that His Majeſty would be anxious that there 
mould not be any Appearance of thoſe Pre- 
parations being relaxed; and that beſides this, 
it appeared to His Majeſty that, at a ſmall 
wo Expence, the Force actually equip- 
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ping in the Ports of the Republic might be 
made Uſe of, in Conjunction with a Squadron 
which His Majeſty propoſed to aſſemble forth- 
with in the Downs, for the Purpoſe of adding 
Weight to the Repreſentations already made 
by His Majeſty, for effectuating a Pacification 
in the North and Eaſt of Europe. His Ex- 
cellency was therefore defired to endeavour ta 
haſten, as much as poſfible, the Equipment 
of the Additional Ships actually fitting out; 
and to Repreſent to the Dutch Miniſters, that 
it appeared adviſeable for Admiral Kingſber- 
gen's Squadron to be ordered Home, in order 
to be ſupplied, as ſpeedily as poſſible, with 
the Articles of which it was in Want. 


Lord Auckland, having received theſe In- 
ſtructions, had a Conference with the Prince 
Stadtholder on the 19th ; in which His Serene 
Highneſs entered, with great Cordiality and 
Zeal, into the Points recommended by the 
Duke of Leeds; obſerving, that the unfiniſhed 
Diſcuſſion with Spain, as well as the State of 
Europe in general, warranted a Continuance 
of their Naval Armament. 

The Deputa: ions of the different Admiral- 
ties were equally convinced of the Expediency 
e of 
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ef this Meaſure. Of this the Grand Pen- 
fionary. loſt no Time in aſſuring Lord Auck- 
land, adding, “qu'il n'y auroit rien de change 
% aux Equipemens juſqu'a nouvel ordre, qui 
«*« ne ſeroit pas donne avant qu'on puiſſe voĩr 


un peu plus clair dans les Affaires qui reſ- 
de tent a arranger.” 


Admiral Kingſbergen was alſo ordered to 
return Home, for the Purpoſes mentioned in 
the Duke of Leeds's Letter. He accordingly 
failed from Portſmouth about the End of 
Auguſt, and arrived, after a ſhort Paſſage, in 
the Ports of the Republic ; where, in Con- 
formity with the Orders tranſmitted to him, 
he loſt no Time in compleating the Manning 
of his Ships to the War Eſtabliſhment, 


I T will now be proper to return to the 
important Negotiation, with which Mr. Fitz- 


Herbert had been charged at the Court of Ma- 
drid. 


VERY full Inſtructions, as it has been 
ſeen, having been forwarded to that Miniſter 
on the 17th of Auguſt, Full Powers, under 
the Great Seal, were ſent to his Excellency on 
the 1ſt of September following, to enable him 


to 
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to conclude a final Arrangement with the Coury 
of Spain, ſhould the Spaniſh Miniſters agree to 
a fair and honorable Termination of the exiſt- 
ing Diſcuſſion ; together with a Copy of the 
Note, which Earl Gower was inſtructed to 
preſent to the French Miniſters, on the Sub- 


ject of the very conſiderable Armament ordered 


to be prepared in the Ports of France. 


On this latter Point Mr. Fitz-Herbert was 


directed to omit no Opportunity of expreſſing 
to Count Florida Blanca the Probability of 


this Meaſure on the Part of France impeding, 
rather than accelerating, the Return of Har- 


mony and Friendſhip between Great Britain, 
and Spain; as the Appearance of a Third Power 
interfering in the preſent Diſcuſſion between 
the Two Countries, during their Negotiation, 
by making a confiderable Armament, and that 


Power, from it's Connections (already ſubſiſt- 


ing, however likely to be qualified in future) 
with Spain, holding out a partial Degree of 
Countenance to the latter, with the obvious 
Intent of influencing the Negotiation in Her 
Favour, could not but give Umbrage to Eng- 
land; and, unleſs the Spaniſh Miniſters ſhould, 
prefer a direct Rupture to an amicable Accom- 

modation, 
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modation, there could be little Doubt of their 
rather diſcouraging than promoting any Mea- 
ſure on the Part of France, which was not 
only apparently calculated to prevent the wiſhed 
for Accommodation between Their Britannic 
and Catholic Majeſties, but muſt, if carried 
into Effect, produce the moſt ſerious Conſe- 
quences. 

Were France, the Duke of Leeds obſerved, 
now in ſuch a Situation as to be of- Uſe to 
Spain by bringing on a War with England, 
the Meaſure mnſt be approved of at Madrid : 
But this it was impoſſible to reconcile with 
either the Profeſſions or the good Senſe of the 
Court of Spain. - The Duke however faid, 
that what he had above ſtated would be the 
Line of Condu& obſerved by this Country, 
even ſuppoſing France in the ſame Situation 
She enjoyed at any (the moſt fortunate) Period 
of Her Hiſtory. 


On the Second Day after the Meſſenger leſt 
Whitehall with this Diſpatch, a Letter was 
received from Mr. Fitz-Herbert, dated Ma- 
drid, the 16th of Auguſt, by which his Ex- 
cellency acquainted the Duke of Leeds, that, 
in a Converſation with Count Florida Blanca 


on 
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on the 14th, that Miniſter, after expatiating 
on the enormous Expence and other Inconve- 
niencies attending the preſent Armaments, ob- 
ſerved, that he could not help flattering him- 
ſelf that Great Britain might perhaps be in- 
duced to diſcontinue them forthwith, on it's 
being made to appear, by ſatisfactory Evidence 
on the Part of the Spaniſh Court, that, con- 
formably to what his Excellency had mentioned 
in a preceding Diſpatch, Orders had actually 
been ſent to the Spanjſh Governors and 
Officers in the Weſt Indies, directing them, 
in every Caſe of real or ſuppoſed Encroach- 
ments committed by Britiſh Subjects, to report 
the Matter Home, but by no Means to proceed 
to any Kind of Violence or Voie de Fait. 
Mr. Fitz-Herbert added, that he did not take 
upon himſelf to return any Anſwer to this 
Propofal ; but, at Count Florida Blanea's par- 
ticular Requeſt, had promiſed to lay it before 
His Majeſty's Miniſters. 


To this Propoſal the following Anſwer was 
returned by the Duke of Leeds. 


SIR, Whitehall, September 10, 1790- 
COUNT Florida Blanca and the Marquis 


del Campo having repeatedly mentioned the 
Subject 
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Subject of mutually diſarming our refpeckioe 
Fleets, it is thought neceſſary that you ſhould 
ſtate to' the former of thoſe Miniſters, that, 
with every Wich to ſee the preſent Diſcuſſions 
finally arid amicably adjuſted, it does not appear 
to. this Government expedient to diſarm (hows 
ever conſiderable the Expence of maintaining 
ſo large a Naval Force as that at preſent em- 
ployed) until the Negotiation is brought to 
ſuch a State, as to. render it's being amicably 
terminated, upon the Principles ſtated in your 
Excellency's Inſtructions, no longer liable to 
Doubt and Uncertainty. 


(Signed) LEEDS. 


On the 27th of September, a Meſſenger ar- 
rived at Whitehall, with diſpatches from Mr. 
Fitz-Herbert, dated at Madrid the 16th of 
September. | 

By theſe it appeared, that, having received 
the Inſtructions and Full Powers above men- 
tioned, his Excellency had had a Conference, 
on the 13th Inſtant, with Count Florida 
Blanca; which began on his Excellency's 
Part, by his communicating to the Spaniſh 
Miniſter the Paper which His Majeſty had 
directed Earl Gower to deliver to Monſt de 


H h Montmorin 
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Montmorin, on the Subject of the recent Des 
crees of the French National Aſſembly, touch- 
ing the Family Compact. His Excellency 
added, that His Majeſty did not doubt, but 
that the Catholic King would do Him the 
Juſtice to be perſuaded, that theſe Meaſures 
entered into by France would not induce His 
Majeſty to recede, in the ſmalleſt Degree, from 
the Inſtances which He had cauſed to be made 
at the Court of Madrid, in order to obtain 
what He conſidered as due to the Honor of 
His Crown, and to the Intereſts of His Sub- 
jects: And that His Majeſty was equally cer- 
tain, that it could be by no Means in His Ca- 
tholic Majeſty's Contemplation, at the preſent 
Juncture, to excite the French Government to 
any Meaſures, which, by giving Ground of 
Umbrage or Jealouſy to Great Britain, might 
interrupt the Progreſs of the Negotiation be- 
tween the Courts of St. James's and Madrid. 
Count Florida Blanca, without making any 
direct Reply to this Communication, anſwered, 
that, if Mr. Fitz-Herbert had not appointed 
their preſent Meeting, he ſhould himſelf have 
ſolicited it, in order to talk with him confi- 
dentially on the Subject of the above men- 
tioned Decrees of the French National Aſſem- 
bly, 
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bly, which, he faid, had given Riſe to very 
ferious Reflections in the Mind of His Catho- 
tic Majeſty. The Spaniſh Miniſter added, 
that Mr. Fitz-Herbert could not but have been 
informed of the great Concern and Uneaſi- 
neſs, with which that Prince had obſerved the 
Progreſs of the violent Changes, that had 
taken Place lately in the Conſtitution of the 
French: Monarchy ; and that the Truth was, 
that he looked upon the National Aſſembly 
of that Kingdom with the utmoſt Horror and 
Deteſtation, conſidering their Principles and 
Proceedings as utterly ſubverſive of every Prin- 
ciple of Government and good Order: That, 
upon this Account (independantly of other 
Objections), His Catholic Majeſty was ex- 
tremely averſe to the adopting the Species 
of Treaty propoſed to Him by that Body ; 
conceiving that ſuch a Step, as it would imply 
a Recognition on His Part of their Authority, 
would be highly injurious to His Perſonal 
Dignity, and might poſſibly, in the End, pro- 
duce the moſt fatal Conſequences to the Tran- 
quillity and Well-being of His Kingdom: 
That, on the other Hand, however, His 
Catholic Majeſty knew but too well to what 
imminent Danger the Spaniſh Monarchy would 
Hh 2 be 
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be expoſed by engaging, ſingle-handed, in a 
War with Great Britain; and therefore that 
He ſhould be abſolutely obliged to accept of 
the Succours tendered to Him by France, on 
whatever Conditions, ſuppoſing that the Court 


of London prefſed tes hardly upon Him in the 


preſent Conjundyre ; But that, in the contrary 
Caſe, and if an Accammodation ſhould be 
ſpeedily concluded between Great Britain and 
Spain, he (Count Florida Blanca) was autho» 
rized to affure Mr. Fitz-Herbert, in the moſt 
expreſs Terms, that it was His Catholic Ma- 
jeſty's decided Intention, to reject the Propo- 
fals for a National Compact, which had been 
made to Him by the French Miniſtry, in con- 
ſequence of the late Necrees of the National 
Aſſembly; and, moreover, that that Monarch 
would then be ready to eſtabliſh with Great 
Britain the moſt intimate Syſtem of Cancert 
and Union, for the Promotion of their re- 
ſpective Iptercits, and far ſecuring the general 
Trapquillity of Europe. 

Count Florida Blanca then proceeded to 
explain to Mr. Fitz-Herbert the Meaning of 
his Expreſſion, ** in caſe England did not preſs 
too hardly upon Spain in the preſent Cony 
if juncture,” On this Head he told him, 

F | that 
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that he had repeatedly ſubmitted to the Coun« 
cil of State the Projet and Obſervations which 
he had delivered to him at St. IIdephonſo; and 
that it was the unanimbus Opinion of the 
Members of that Body, that a ſpeedy Ac- 
commodation between Great Britain and Spain 
could not poſſibly take Place, conformably to 
the very comprehenfive Plan traced out in thoſe 
Papers. That, in particular, previouſly to the 
returning any poſitive Reply from Spain on 
the Subject of the propoſed Lines of Demare 
cation, it would be indi ſpenſibly neceſſary to 
ſend to America, for an exact Account of the 
Extent and Circumſtances of the Spaniſh Set- 
tlements and Miſſions in the Interior of that 
Continent, as well to the North as the South, 
and to enquire, at the ſame Time, intaa Number 
of other Circumſtances, intimately connected 
with the the preſent Buſineſs. That, before ſuf- 
ficient Anſwers to theſe Inquiries could be col- 
leced and tranſmitted to Europe, a great Length 
of Time muſt neceſſarily elapſe, during which 
it was next to impoſſible, conſidering the 
powerful Armaments now on Foot both here 
and in Great Britain, and the Jealouſy naturally 
entertained by both Courts of each other's 
Deſigns, that ſome diſagreeable Incident ſhould 


not 
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not intervene, that might bring on a decided 
Rupture, That, moreover, during ſo | long 
an Interval, it would be equally impoſſible for 
this Court to ſpin out their Negotiation with 
the French Government, ſo as to avoid ſome 
decided Explanation ; in conſequence of which, 
as His Catholic Majeſty would till be in a 
State of Uncertainty reſpecting the Iſſue of his 
Negotiation with Great Britain, he would be 
compelled, however reluctantly, to accept of 
the propoſed National Compact. Count Flo- 
rida Blanca ended by faying, that, on a Con- 
fideration of all theſe Difficulties, he had at 
Length obtained the Conſent of His Catholic 
Majeſty to propoſe to our Court the following 
Expedient, viz. the immediate Concluſion of 
à preliminary Agreement, that would ſecure to 
Great Britain, by general, but ſufficient Sti- 
pulations, the Objects which She had in View; 
and thus put a Stop to the preſent Armaments, 
and furniſh the Two Crowns with ſufficient 
Leiſure for the Completion of a definitive Ar- 
rangement, as well as of a Syftem of Union, 
which might enable His Catholic Majeſty to 
diſengage Himſelf entirely from His Connec- 
tions with France; and that he was going to 
prepare a Projet to that Effect, which he 

Jy would 
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would communicate to Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
very ſhortly. Mr. Fitz- Herbert obſerved 
that, conſidering all the Circumſtances at- 
tending this Propoſal (and more eſpecially 
the important and unforeſeen Change which 
had taken Place in the Diſpoſitions of this 
Court with Regard to France) it occurred to 
him at the Inſtant, that it might perhaps be 
ſo modelled, as to form the Baſis of a very 
eligible Arrangement; and he therefore ven- 
tured (as in his private Capacity) to meet it 
half Way ; and moreover, having found by 
Experience that, in negotiating with the Spa- 
niſh Court, it is often of Advantage to frame 
the firſt Draft of any Agreement, he undertook 
to draw up a Projet conformably to the Spaniſh 
Miniſter's Idea. Accordingly, on the follow= 
ing Day, he delivered to Monſ. de Florida 


Blanca the Paper, of which the following is 
a Copy. | 


LEURS Majeſt6s, &c. 


Etant diſpoſees à former une Convention, la- 
quelle, en terminant les Differe nds qui ſe ſont 
| eleves en dernier Lieu entre les deux Cou- 
ronnes, ecartit A Vayenir et pour toujours de 
pareils 
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pareils Sujets de Diſpute, ont nommé à cetts 
Fin de 1a Part de $a Majeſte 


et de la Part de Sa Majeſte 


Leſquels, en attendant Ventier Accompliſſe- 
ment de cet important Ouvrage, ſont convenus 
des Points Preliminaires ſuivans. 


Article I. 


Les Sujets Britanniques ſeront remis en Poſ- 
ſeſſion de leurs Batimens et Terreins, ſitues 
ſur la Cote du Nord-Oueſt du Continent de 
YAmerique, ou bien ſur des Ifles adjacentes a 
cette Cote, leſquels leur furent enleves par un 
Officier Eſpagnol vers le Moi d' Avril, 1789. 


Article II. 


Sa Majeſte Catholique $'engage de faire ex- 
pedier immediatement les Ordres neceſſaires, 
pour que les Sujets Britanniques ne ſoient pas 
inquictes dans V'Exercice de leurs Droits de 
Peche; de Commerce, et autres dans les Mers 
du. Sud, et dans l' Ocean Pacifique: Et Sa Ma- 
jeſte. Britannique promet, de Son Cote, d'em- 
ployer les Meſures les plus efficaces, pour em- 


pecher 
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pecher tout Commerce illicite ou de Contre- 


band entre Ses Sujets et les Poſſeſſions Eſ- 
pagnoles. 


Article III. 


Dans tous les Cas de Plainte on d'Infraction 
des preſens Articles, les Officiers de Part et 
d' autre ſeront tenus de faire un Rapport exact 
des Circonſtances de VAﬀeaire a leurs Cours re- 
ſpeQives, ſans ſe permettre au prealable au- 
cune Violence ou Voie de Fait. 


Article IV. 


Les preſens Articles ſeront ratifies et con- 
firmes dans I'Eſpace de Six Semaines, à comp- 
ter du Jour de leurs Signatures, ou plutot fi 
faire ſe peut, et, auſſitot apres, les Armemens, 
et en general tous Preparatifs de Guerre, ſeront 
diſcontinues de Part et d'autre, et les Marines 
des Deux Couronnes ſeront remiſes ſur le Pied 
de V'Etabliſſement de la Paix, tel qu'il exiſtoit 
au Commencement de la preſente Annee; 


Fait'a Madrid, &c. 


THIS Paper Count Florida Blanca imme- 
diately ſubmitted to a Cabinet Council aſſem- 


1 bled 
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bled for that Purpoſe; and the ſame Night 
Mr, Fitz-Herbert received from him the fol- 


lowing Paper, together with a Letter inviting 
him to a Conference on the next Day. 


LEURS Majeſtes Catholique et Britan- 
nique <tant diſpoſes a former une Convention, 
laquelle, en terminant les Differends qui ſe 
ſont Eleves en dernier Lieu entre les Deux 
Couronnes, ecarteroit a Vavenir et pour tou- 
jours de pareils Sujets de Diſpute : Elles ont 
trouve que TAjuſtement des differens Points 
neceſſaires a cette Fin demanderoit la Delibe- 
la plus ſerieuſe, de meme que des Informations 
priſes ſur les Lieux et dans des Payes tres 
Eloignes, d'ou ſeroient reſultes de grands De- 
lais, nuifibles au plus prompt Retour de I'Har- 
monie et de 'Amitie, que l'on voudroit retablir 
et raffermir au plutot. 

C'eſt dans le Defir d'obvier a ces Inconve- 
niens que les Souſſignés, par Ordre expres de 
leurs Souverains reſpeCtifs, ſont convenus, 
qu'en attendant qu'on puiſſe regler et terminer 
I Ouvrage ſalutaire d'une Convention definitive, 
telle qu'on la Deſire de Part et d'autre, ſur 
tous les Points qui intereſſent les deux Nations, 
ils declareroient, et ils declarent ce qui ſuit. 


Imo 


13 


1mo. Que les Sujets reſpectifs de Leurs Ma- 
jeſtes Catholique et Britannique ne ſeront point 
inquietes dans le Port de Nootka, ſes Cotes, 
et Iſles adjacentes, ſoit a Cauſe de leur Com- 
merce, ou des Etabliſſemens faits ou a faire; 
et qu'ils ſeront remis en Poſſeſſion des Bati- 
mens et des Terreins qui leur auroient été 
enleves aux uns ou aux autres ; de plus que 
les Sujets Britanniques devront $'abſtenir d'ap- 
procher des C6tes de la Californie, et de (es 
Ports; le tout juſqu'a la Decifion que Ton 
donnera, dans une future Convention, ſur les 
Limites, juſqu'aux quelles doivent s'etendre les 
Droits excluſifs que I'Eſpagne y pretend avoir. 


2do. Que juſqu'a ce qu'un Reglement ſoit 
fait dans la ſuſdite Convention, pour determi- 
ner les Droits des deux Nations dans les Mers 
du Sud et dans VOcean Pacifique, les Sujets 
Eſpagnols et Britanniques ne ſeront pas reci- 
proquement inquiete dans ceux de la Peche ; 
bien entendu, que les Vaiſſeaux Anglois s'ab- 
ſtiendront d'approcher des Cotes et des Ports 
de I'Eſpagne : Et Sa Majeſte Britannique pro- 
met de Son Cote, d'employer les Meſures les 
plus efficaces pour empecher tout Commerce 
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illicite, ou de Contrebande, entre Ses Sujets 
et les Poſſeſſions Eſpagnoles. 


ztio. Dans tous les Cas de Plainte ou d' In- 
fraction des Articles de la preſente Declaration, 
les Officiers de Part et d' autre, fans ſe permettre 
au prealable aucune Violence ou Voie de Fait, 
ſeront tenus de faite un Rapport exact de 
Affaire et de ſes Circonſtances a leurs Cours 
reſpectives, qui termineront a VAmiable ces 
Differends. 


4to. Les preſens Articles ſeront ratifies et con- 
firmes dans I'Eſpace de Six Semaines, a compter 
du Jour de leur Signature, ou plutot fi faire ſe 
peut; et auſſjtot après les Armemens, et en 
general tous Preparatifs de Guerre, ſeront diſ- 
continues de Part et d'autre, et les Marines 
des deux Couronnes ſeront remiſes ſur le Pied 
de! Etabliſſement de la Paix, et tel qu'il exiſtoit 
au Commencement de la preſente Annce. 


Fait à Madrid, &c. 


AT the Conference propoſed by Count Flo- 
rida Blanca, Mr. Fitz-Herbert informed the 
Duke of Leeds, that he had uſed his utmoſt 

Endeayours 
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Endeavours to engage that Miniſter to alter 


this laſt mentioned Paper in the following 
Particulars, 


1ſt. By expunging from the Firſt Article 
the Expreſſions which ſtipulate a mutual Reſ- 
titution of the Buildings and Lands that might 
have been ſeized by either Party at Nootka; 
there not being the ſmalleſt Reaſon to ima- 
gine, that any Seizure of that Kind had been 
made by the Subjects of Great Britain to the 
Prejudice of thoſe of Spain, 


2d. By inſerting in the Second Article, 
after the Word * Fiſhery,” an Acknowledge- 
ment, in expreſs Terms, of the Right of 
landing, &c. in all unſettled Parts of the 
American Iſlands and Continent. 


zd. By inſerting, in like Manner, in the 
ſame Article certain Words, which ſhould 
limit the Coaſts and Ports of Spain” to 
ſuch Places only as are in the actual Occu- 
pancy of that Power, and, at the ſame Time, 
define the exact Diſtance, within which Britiſh, 
Veſſels are not to be permitted to approach 
thoſe * Coaſts and Ports.” 


With 
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With regard to the Firſt of theſe Points 
Count Florida Blanca faid, that the Vice-Roy 
of Mexico had mentioned in his laſt Letters 
there being Reaſon to apprehend, that an Ar- 
mament, fitted out by Britiſh Subjects, in- 
tereſted in the North-Weſt American Trade, 
had failed from the Eaſt Indies for Nootka, in 
the View of diſpoſſeſſing the Spaniards of that 
Port; and that, though he himſelf (Monſ. de 
Florida Blanca) did not give much Credit to 
this Intelligence, it had been judged right to 
provide againſt that Event, as it was certainty 
within the Bounds of Poſſibility, 

He alſo declined admitting the Alterations 
which Mr. Fitz-Herbert had propoſed to in- 
troduce into the Second Article, alledging, 
that all the Points to which they related, 
came within the Deſcription of thoſe, which 
he had before ſtated as impoſſible to be defined 
preciſely without previous Examination and 
Inquiry. For the reſt, that it appeared to 
him, that the Expreſſions of the Article in 

Queſtion were ſuch, as to ſecure to His Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects the Enjoyment of every Right 
which Mr, Fitz-Herbert had {ſtated as belong- 
ing to them, and that he could aſſure him, 
that their full Exerciſe of thoſe Rights would 
never 


YU = 


never meet with any Oppoſition from the Court 
of Spain, neither could it be impeded by the 
Spaniſh Governors in America, whoſe Hands 
were effectually tied up, both by their Inſtruc- 
tions from Home, and by the Stipulations of 
the Third Article; which Article he, at the 
ſame Time, ſtated as a moſt important Con- 
ceſſion on the Part of Spain, being a Derelic- 
tion of that Syſtem of Defence, which had 
been hitherto conſtantly maintained by that 
Crown, from the very firſt Eſtabliſhment of 
it's American Poſſeſſions. Upon the whole, 
Count Florida Blanca faid, that, as in framing 
the Paper in Queſtion he had gone to the ut- 
moſt Length warranted by the Reſolutions of 
His Catholic Majeſty and his Colleagues in 
Office, he was obliged to make it his earneſt 
Requeſt to Mr. Fitz-Herbert, to tranſmit it 
to the Duke of Leeds in it's preſent Shape. 
That, moreover, every Circumſtance con- 
ſidered, he could not but hope that the Terms 
of it would be accepted by the Court of Lon- 
don, and that, in this Hope, he purpoſed 
ſending, by this Meſſenger, an Inſtruction to 
Monſ. del Campo, authorizing him to ſign it, 
In caſe His Majeſty ſhould approve of that Ex- 
pedient, as a Means of ſhortening by ſome 

Weeks 
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Weeks the Continuance of the preſent expen- 
five Armaments. 


Count Florida Blanca alſo pledged himſelf, 


not to take any Steps whatſoever in the Nego- 


tiation with France, 'till he ſhould have re- 
ceived an Anſwer to his preſent Propoſal. 


By the ſame Meſſenger Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
informed the Duke of Leeds, that he learnt, 


by poſitive Advices received at Madrid from 


Cadiz, that the Spaniſh Fleet, commanded 
by the Marquis del Socorro, re-entered that 
Harbour on the gth Inſtant. It amounted to 


Thirty-four Sail of the Line, having been 


joined during it's Cruize by Four Ships from 
Ferrol, One of them of 112 Guns, and the 
other Three of 74 each. Six Ships of the 
Line, One of which mounted 80 Guns, and 
the others 74 each, were to be coppered im- 
mediately, and victualled for between Four 
and Five Months; and it was underſtood at 
Cadiz, that they were to ſail in the Courſe of 
the next Month for the Weſt Indies, under 
the Command of Don Gabriel Ariſtizabal. 
Two Ships of the Line, lately returned to 
Cadiz from Ceuta, were alſo under Sailing 
Orders for Lima. 


On 


1 


On the 2d of October, a Meſſenger was diſ- 
patched to Mr. Fitz-Herbert, with the In- 

ſtructions which His Majeſty had commanded 
to be ſent to that Miniſter, for his Direction 
in the very important and critical Negotiation 
in which he was engaged. 


His Majeſty's Miniſters obſerved, that the 
Effect of theſe Inſtructions muſt be deciſive 
on the Alternative of Peace or War; as neither 
the Circumſtances of the Negotiation, nor the 
relative Situation of the Two Countries and 
of other Powers, could allow of any further 
Delay. That the Projet of a Declaration, 
which Mr. Fitz-Herbert received from Count 
Florida Blanca, was in many Reſpects unſatiſ- 
factory, particularly as it would leave open to 
fubſequent Explanation and Diſcuſſion Points 


which it was eſſential now ta bring to a preciſe 
and final Deciſion, 


On this Ground, the Duke of Leeds in- 
formed Mr. Fitz-Herbert, that he had it in 
Command from His Majeſty to ſtate to him, 
that that Declaration was utterly inadmiſlible ; 
and that it would have appeared very doubtful, 
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if that Paper had not been accompanied by other 
Circumſtances mentioned in his Diſpatch, 
whether any Advantage could have been hoped 
for from a farther Continuance of the Nego- 
tiation. | 

The Account, hawever, which his Excel- 
lency gave of the Communication made to 
him by Count Florida Blanca, and the Opi- 
nion which he expreſſed, that the Spaniſh 
Court was really anxious for an Accommoda- 
tion, appeared to His Majeſty to deſerve the 
moſt ſerious Attention, This had determined 
His Majeſty to make one farther Effort, in 
order to avoid, if poſſible, the Interruption 
of Tranquillity, and to bring to a Teſt the 
Sincerity of the Profeſſions made by the Spa- 
niſh Miniſter, in the Name of his Court. It 
certainly was not probable that Count Florida 
Blanca would have committed himſelf fo far 
on Points of ſo much Delicacy, unleſs it had 
been previouſly determined by his Court to go 
ſome conſiderable Length, in order to avaid 
a Rupture with this Country: And it was ſtill 
poſſible, that the Spaniſh Court might be made 
ſenſible of the Neceſſity, for that Purpoſe, of 
acceding to the Principles to which His Ma- 

| jeſty. 
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jeſty, on his Part, thought it neceſſary to ad- 
here. The Language held by Count Florida 
Blanca, on the Subject of France, was alſo en- 
tirely conformable to the Sentiments which he 
had always appeared to entertain; and it was 
certainly a very natural Policy on the Part of 
Spain, in the preſent internal Situation of 
France, and with a View to the general State 
of Europe, to abandon a Connection, the Ad- 
vantages of which, either in the preſent Mo- 
ment, or for the future, muſt now be conſi- 
dered as very precarious, and to endeavour to 
form a real and ſolid Union with this Coun- 
try. Such an Event, if it ſhould take Place, 
would undoubtedly be in the higheſt Degree 
beneficial to the Intereſts of this Country, and 
would greatly contribute to the future Repoſe 
of Europe. His Majeſty had therefore too 
ſtrong a Senſe of the Importance of this Ob- 
ject, not to be defirous of improving, as far as 
poſſible, the Opening which had been given 
by Count Florida Blanca's Converſation. The 
Chance which was thereby afforded, of ſtill 
obtaining a ſatisfactory Iſſue to the prefent 
Negotiation, together with the Poſſibility of 
ſpeedily ſecuring the Benefit of the Diſſolu- 
tion of the Family Compact, and the Eſta- 
1 K k 2 bliſhment 
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bliſhment of an intimate Connection between 


Great Britain and Spain, were conſidered as 
over-ballancing any Inconvenience which was 
likely to ariſe, from allowing ſuch a farther 
Interval as might be neceſſary for Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert's executing theſe Inſtructions. 


The Duke, however, obſerved, that theſe 


Motives would not induce His Majeſty to ad- 
mit of any greater Delay, than was abſolutely 
requiſite for aſcertaining how far the great 
Ends in View could be obtained ; and, indeed, 
if it were at all to be hoped that the Court of 
Spain could be brought to a ſatisfactory Ar- 
rangement of the Points in Diſcuſſion, and 
was in Earneſt in wiſhing afterwards to form 
ſuch a Connection with this Country, as had 
been ſuggeſted by Count Florida Blanca, the 
firſt Part of the Work might certainly be 
compleated within a few Days after Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert's receiving theſe Inſtructions. His 
Excellency was therefore defired to underſtand, 
that- the Sentiments which his Grace was now 


to ſtate to him, were Final and Unalterable : 


And if he ſhould not be able to bring the 
Diſcuſſion to a very ſpeedy Concluſion, it 
would be His Majeſty's Pleaſure (as ſhould be 

more 
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i 
more particularly ſtated to him in a ſeparate 


Diſpatch), that he ſhould entirely break off 
all Negotiation. 


In order to explain to Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
more fully the Language which it was His 
Majeſty's Pleaſure that he ſhould hold on the 
preſent Occaſion, the Duke of Leeds proceeded 
to ſtate to him the principal Objections to the 
Declaration which he had tranſmitted. - 

The great Object which His Majeſty has had 
in View, and to which the Inſtructions with 
which Mr. Fitz-Herbert had already been fur- 
niſhed had uniformly been directed, was that 
of effectually ſecuring the Rights and Intereſts 
of His Subjects from being queſtioned here- 
after, and of removing all Cauſes of Miſunder- 
ſtanding between the Two Courts, This 
Object could in no Degree be obtained by 
Count Florida Blanca's Projet. The Preamble. 
referred to the Impoſſibility of ſettling the dif- 
ferent Points in Diſpute without long Diſ- 
cuſſion and Examination on the Spot, and 
ſtated this Convention as made en atten- 
dant, &c. The Stipulation reſpecting Noot- 
ka (independent of the Objections to the 
Terms in which it was drawn with reſpect to - 


Reciprocal 
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Reciprocal Reſtitution) was made binding only 

till a future Deciſion of the Limits of the Ex- 

cluſive Rights of Spain. He beſides ſtipulated 

at preſent, that Britiſh Subjects ſhould not ap- 

proach the Coaſts of California ; under which 
Name the Spaniards may hereafter comprize 
any poſſible Extent of the Territory in Diſ- 
pute. In like Manner, the Right of Fiſhery 
(beſides being ſubje& to the Condition of not 
approaching the Ports or Coaſts of Spain, 
without any Explanation of the Term Ap- 
% proaching,” and without fixing what are 
thoſe Ports and Coaſts”) was made binding 
only until a Regulation ſhould be formed in the 
propoſed future Convention, to determine the 
Rights of the Two Nations in the South Sea 
and the Pacific Ocean. 


The propoſed Engagement, for the Preven- 
tion of Contraband, was conformable to what His 
Majeſty propoſed, and was in itſelf free from 
Objection. But no Security would be obtained 
under this Article for Landing, even for the 
Purpoſes of the Fiſhery ; and no Proviſion 
whatever was made for forming Settlements in 
unſettled Parts of the Continent, either to the 
North or the South, nor was the general Prin- 

ciple 
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ciple, that unoccupied Places are open to Set- 
tlement, admitted. 

The Third Article would not in it's Prin- 
ciple be liable to any Objection, and might 
very properly form a Part of a Convention, 
which was, in other Reſpects, ſatisfactory. 
But ſuch a Stipulation could not be accepted 
as a Subſtitute for that clear and preciſe Se- 
curity, which His Majeſty thought it Indiſ- 
penſible to obtain for His Subjects, in the 
Exerciſe of their juſt Rights. 

The Fourth Article was only a Matter of 
Form as to what relates to the Ratification. 
On the Subject of the Diſarmament Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert was informed that he ſhould receive 
ſeparate Inſtructions ; but that neither of theſe 
Two laſt Articles was immediately connected 
with the Obſervations to made on the general 
Principle and Reſult of the propoſed Conven- 
tion. 

The general and deciſive Objections to it in 
it's preſent Shape were, that it did not aſcer- 
tain, with ſufficient Precifion, even what was 
meant to be the Subject of the preſent Agree- 
ment ; that it ſettled nothing definitively, but 
only with a Reference to ſubſequent Negotia- 
tion; and that, by that Reference, it left 
open the main Subject of Diſpute, and might 
even 
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even give Room for the Court of Spain to 
aſſert, in it's full Extent, the Whole of the 
exorbitant Claim which gave Riſe to the pre- 
ſent Diſcuſſion. 

It being His Majeſty's firm Intention to ad- 
here to thoſe fundamental Principles, by which 
He had hitherto been guided in the preſent 
Negotiation, Mr. Fitz-Herbert was informed, 
that He could never conſent to leave any Thing 
to ſubſequent Diſcuſſion, by which thoſe Prin- 
ciples could at wy Time be called into _ 
tion. 

His Majeſty's Miniſters thought it neceflary 
alſo to obſerve, that, even if the Pretext al- 
ledged by the Court of Spain for avoiding a 
Definitive Arrangement, (that is, the Neceſ- 
fity of a Reference to America for local Infor- 
mation) applied to any of the Points contained 
In the Projet which the Duke of Leeds tranſ- 
mitted to his Excellency, it could only be to 
that of the preciſe Demarcation of the Limits, 
and not to any of the other Points contained 
in the Projet originally tranſmitted, The Ar- 
ticles for the Reſtitution of the Buildings and 
Tracts of Land of which His Majeſty's Sub- 
jects were diſpoſſeſſed, and that which provides 


that the Subjects of either Crown ſhall not 
give 
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give any Moleſtation or Diſturbance to the 
Subjects of the other in navigating or carrying 
on their Fiſheties in the Pacific Ocean or South 
Seas, or in Landing on the Coaſts thereof for 
the Purpoſe of carrying on their Commerce 
with the Natives, or in making Settlements in 
Unoccupied Places, contain the eſſential Points 
on which His Majeſty thought it indiſpenſible 
to inſiſt; and the Juſtice and Propriety of 
theſe Articles depended upon Principles, on 
which the Court of Spain, if it were diſpoſed to 
ſpeak out, muſt be as well able to decide in the 
preſent Moment, as it could after any Length 


of Time employed in collecting further local 
Information in America, 


His Grace added, that the Queſtion of the 
Reſtitution of Nootka and the other Tracts of 
Land muſt depend ſolely on theſe Points: 
Whether Spain claims them on the Ground of 
a ſuppoſed general Right of excluſive Sove- 
reignty in that Part of the World, or of als 
ledged prior Diſcovery, or any other Ground 
independant of eſtabliſhed Occupation and 
Poſſeſſion; or laſtly,whether it could maintain 
that ſuch Occupation and Poſſeſſion nn. 
exiſted prior to the Time when the Le 
were * and Buildings erected by 
L1 His 
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His Majeſty's Subjects. Theſe were all Points 
on which the Court of Spain muſt be ſuppoſed, 
after all that had paſſed on the Subject, to be 
as capable of deciding now as it could be at any 
Time hereafter. In like Manner, the Security 
for the Navigation, Commerce and Fiſheries 
of His Majeſty's Subjects (liable to ſuch Pro- 
viſions as may be made for preventing illicit 
Trade to thoſe Parts actually in the Poſſeſſion 
of Spain) depended ſolely upon the fundamental 
Queſtion, whether that Crown did or did not 
inſiſt upon, and maintain, an excluſive So- 
vereignty over the Continent in Queſtion, and 
the Seas adjacent. If therefore Spain ſhould 
perſiſt in refuſing a diſtin and final Settle- 
ment on theſe Points, under Pretence of 
making further Inquiries, ſuch a Conduct could 
only be conſidered as a Proof of wiſhing to 
gain Time, in order ultimately to conteſt the 
Principles themſelves on which theſe Articles 
are founded. 

With Regard to the 3d Article, which 
propoſed the Specification of certain Limits, 
within which His Majeſty's Subjects ſhould 
be reſtrained from making any Settlements, 
it might more plauſibly be urged, that Time 
is neceſſary for collecting local Information; 
| but 
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but it muſt be conſidered, that in ſettling 
theſe Limits Mr. Fitz-Herbert was impowered, 
by the Duke of Leeds's former Inſtructions, 
to admit of a Degree of Latitude in the Ap- 
plication of the Principles ſtated to him, 
which would make it almoſt certain that thoſe 
Limits would in Fact comprize a greater Ex- 
tent of Territory than any which, on the 
moſt minute Inveſtigation, could be ſhewn to 
be actually occupied by Spain; and that it 
certainly would have included ſome conſide- 
rable Tracts, which there was every Reaſon to 
believe fall under this Deſcription, A Nicety, 
with Reſpe& to minute Points, could not, on 
either Side, be of ſo much Importance as a 
ſpeedy and concluſive Termination of the Diſ- 
cuſſion: And if, contrary to Probability, any 
Diſtricts ſhould, in any Inſtance, have been ex- 
cluded to which the Principle of Occupation 
really applied, they muſt be of a yery recent 
Date indeed, and, comparatively, very incon- 
ſiderable, if the Court of Spain itſelf had no 
Knowledge of ſuch Occupation without freſh 
Reference to America ; and conſequently they 
muſt be greatly overbalanced by the probable 
Extent of the Limits in other Parts, beyond 
What actual Enquiry would juſtify. In Addi- 
mY L12 tion 


{ 268 


tion to all this it was to be remembered, that, 
even if any ſuch Inſtance ſhould be found to 
exiſt of any Diſtrict, without the Limits which 
might be fixed, being actually in the Occu- 
pation and Poſſeſſion of Spaniſh Subjects, that 
that very Poſſeſſion would ſtill remain, and, 
inſtead of being diſturbed, would be ſecured 
and confirmed by the Principle and Terms of 
the propoſed Convention. 

On theſe Grounds it ſeemed reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that, if the Court of Spain ſhould 
once accede to the * of the foregoing 
Articles, it would not heſitate to fix the 
Limits in the Manner propoſed, without any 
further Reference. It even appeared to His 
Majeſty's Servants, that ſuch an Article muſt 
have been thought preferable, on the Part of 
the Court of Spain, to the Declaration only 
of the general Principle, by the fair Applica- 
tion of which, they would probably not be 
able to claim ſo extenſive an excluſive Terri- 
tory, as that which this Article would ſecure 
to them, It alſo appeared to be deſirable for 
both Parties, for the Reaſons given in his 
Firace's former Inſtructions, as tending to re- 
move any Diſpute hereafter, as to what ſhould 


pe deemed Proof af Occupation, gr what 
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was the Extent of the Dominions ſo occupied 
by Spain, at the Time of forming the Agree- 
ment. For the ſame Reaſon, His Majeſty 
would ſtill prefer that ſuch an Article ſhould 
make Part of the propoſed Convention; but, 
at the ſame Time, as his Excellency had al- 
ready been informed, all which His Majeſty 
thought indiſpenſible, was compriſed in the 
Two preceding Articles ; and, as Count Florida 
Blanca (although by his Projet he would leave 
every Thing open to ſubſequent Diſcuſſion) 
appeared to reſt his Objection to a preſent De- 
ciſion principally on this Point of Demarcation 
of Limits, His Majeſty would not object to 
the entire Omiſſion of ſo much of the Third 
Article as related to that Object. It would be 
ſufficient that the general Right to form Settle. 
tlements in unoccupied Places ſhould be ſecured 
þy the expreſs Terms of the foregoing Article ; 
and the Queſtion of Occupation, if it ever 
ſhould come into Diſcuſſion, might fafely be 
left open to be decided, in all Inftances, as it 
evidently muſt have been left in ſome, on the 
general Principles of the Law of Nations. 

As the latter Part of the Third Article was 
evidently in Favor of Spain, and as it was, in 
Fact, adopted in Count Florida Blanca's Pro- 
jet, his Grace obſerved, it was not neceſſary 

to 
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to make any further Remark upon it, than 
that, in caſe the foregoing Part of the Article 
ſhould be omitted, the concluding Words of 
the latter Part muſt changed from Compre- 
e hended within the above Limits“ to “ ac- 

„ tually occupied by Spain.“ | 
The Fourth Article was one, the Motive for 
inſerting which, his Grace ſtated to have been 
ſufficiently explained in his former Diſpatches, 
He now obſerved, that His Majeſty continued 
to think it mutually deſireable, and that it was 
probable that the Court of Spain, if it acceded ta 
the other Points in Queftion, would be willing 
that this Article ſhould form Part of the Con- 
vention : But that His Majeſty had no material 
Odjection (if the Court of Spain ſhould prefer 
it) to waive both this Article and the 5th, 
which was originally ſuggeſted only as likely 

to be acceptable to Spain. | 
From what was now ſtated, Mr. Fitz- Her- 
bert would be enabled to ſee that it was His 
Majeſty's Pleaſure that he ſhould firmly inſiſt 
upon what were the 1ſt and 2d Articles of 
the Projet which the Duke of Leeds tranſ- 
mitted. That the Part which ſtood as the 3d 
Article, relative to fixing Limits, might be 
omitted, if the Court of Spain deſired it; but 
that His Majeſty would prefer it's making a 
Part 
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Part of the Convention; and that, in that Caſe, 
the Blanks muſt be filled up on the Grounds 
ſtated in the former Inſtructions. That His 
Majeſty was willing to retain, in either Caſe, 
the latter Part of the 3d Article reſpecting the 
Prevention of illicit Trade. That it alſo ap- 
peared deſireable to retain the 4th Article; but 
both the 4th and 5th might be omitted or in- 
ſerted at the Option of the Court of Spain. 
His Excellency was alſo authorized to leave 
it to the Option of that Court to omit of in- 
ſert in the Definitive Convention the 3d of the 
Articles propoſed bp by by Count Florida 
Blanca, but as that Article was not included 
our original Demand, His Majeſty did not 
think proper to make it an indiſpenſible Part 
of the Ultimatum on which he was to inſiſt; 
although His Majeſty truſted the Court of 
Spain would not withdraw ſo equitable a Pro= 
viſion. The Duke however added, that His 
Majeſty conſidered it as extremely deſireable, 
as containing an additional Security for the 
maintenance of thoſe Principles of the Law, on 
which His Majeſty's late Demand of Satisfac- 
tion was grounded and acceded to by the Court 
of Spain. | 
To the Articles above mentioned it would 
be proper to add one, in the uſual Form, re- 
ſpecting 
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ſpecting the Ratification as propoſed both In 
Mr. Fitz-Herbert's Projet before ſtated, and in 
that delivered to him by Count Florida Blanca, 


The Duke added, that it might alſo be ad- 
viſeable, if his Excellency ſhould find that it 
would facilitate the Conclufion of the Conven- 
tion, to inſert an Article (conformable to the 
Second Article in the incloſed Projet), ſtipu- 
lating a reciprocal Reſtitution of any Place 
which might have been captured, and a Repa- 
ration of any Injuries which might have heen 
committed on either Side, during the preſent 
Diſcuffion. 

The Duke further ſtated, that he had before 
_ remarked to his Excellency, that the Stipula- 
tion for reciprocal Reſtitution at Nootka, as 
propoſed in Count Florida Blanca's Projet, 
was liable to Objection, and that the firſt Ar- 
ticle muſt "ſtand as originally propoſed: But 
that there could be no Inconvenience in admit- 
ting a diſtin& Article providing fot any other 
Cafe which might have occurred, and though 
it was not effential, it ſeemed more deſirable 
that it ſhould be inferted than not. 


Having thus particularly MNted all that ap- 
peared — for Mr. Fitz- Herberts Ins 


ſtruction, . 
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ſtruction, with reſpect to the Points on which 
he was finally to inſiſt, the Duke ſaid he had 
only to add, that in converſing on this impor- 
tant Subject with Count Florida Blanca, his 
Excellency ſhould particularly remind him of 
the Language, he ſtated him to have held, 
purporting, that the Expreſſions uſed in his 
Projet were ſuch as to ſecure to His Majeſty's 
Subjects the Enjoyment of every Right which 
Mr. Fitz-Herbert had ſtated to belong to 
them; and that he could aſſure him, that 
their full Exerciſe of thoſe Rights would 
meet with no Oppoſition. 

On this it was obvious to remark, that if 
that Miniſter was in Earneſt in this Language, 
he muſt be conſidered as waiving any Objec- 
tion to the Juſtice and Propriety of our Claims, 
and he muſt be willing that thoſe Rights 
ſhould be ſecured. The Articles propoſed by 
him, profeſſedly for this Purpoſe, appeared, 
however, to His Majeſty's Servants to be to- 
tally inſufficient for accompliſhing it, and to 
leave all thoſe Rights precarious. The Ar- 
ticles which Mr. Fitz-Herbert was now in- 
ſtructed to inſiſt upon, could not, by any poſſible 
Conſtruction, be argued to give any Thing 
more than the Security of the Rights referred 


to, On this ſhort State of the Queſtion, it 
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was impoſſible that a Rejection of theſe De- 
mands ſhould not be conſidered as a Proof, that 
the Court of Spain either was not fincerely de- 
ſirous of an Accommodation, or was unwilling 
to give, diſtinctly and unequivocally, that Se- 
curity, which the Spaniſh Miniſter argued to 
be in Fact contained in the very Articles which 
he had himſelf ſuggeſted. 


The following are Copies of Two Plans or 
Projets alluded to in the preceding Diſpatch, 
the one with and the other without a Demar- 
cation of Limits ; the ſeparate Articles of which 
were marked in the Margin with the Words 
0 Indiſpenſible” and . Optional,” as in the _ 
ſent Copies. 


DRA T of PRojET, with a Demarcation 
of Limits. 


Article I. 


IT is agreed, that the Buildings and Tracts 
of Land on the North-Weſtern Coaſt of the 
Continent of America, or of the Iſlands adja- 
cent thereto, of which the Subjects of His Bri- 
tannic Majeſty were diſpoſſeſſed by a Spaniſh 
Officer in or about the Month of April in 
the Year 1789, ſhall be reſtored to them. 

Tndifpenſible. 


Article 
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Article II. 


It is further agreed, that Reparation, accord- 
ing to the Nature of the Caſe, ſhall be made 
for any other Acts of Violence which may 
have been committed by the Subjects of Either 
of the Contracting Parties againſt the Subjects 
of the other, ſubſequent to the Month of April, 
1789; and that in caſe any of the ſaid re- 
ſpective Subjects ſhall, within the ſame Period, 
have been forcibly diſpoſſeſſed of any Lands, 
Buildings, Veſſels, Merchandize or other Pro- 
perty on the ſaid Continent of America, or in 
the Iſlands or Seas adjacent, the ſameſhall be 


reſtored to them, or Compenſation made for 
Loſſes ſuſtained, 


Optional. 


Article III; 


And, in order to prevent all Occaſions of 
Jealouſy and Miſunderſtanding in future, it is 
expreſsly agreed, that the Subjects of each of 
the Contracting Parties reſpectively ſhall not 
give any Moleſtation or Diſturbance to the 
Subjects of the other, in Navigating or Carry- 
ing on their Fiſheries in the Pacific Ocean or 

M m 2 South 
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South Seas, or in Landing on the Coaſts 
thereof, in Places unoccupied by the Subjects 
of the other Party, for the Purpoſe of carrying 
on their Commerce with the Natives, or in 
making Settlements in Unoccupied Places; 
ſubject nevertheleſs to the Proviſions herein 
after ſtipulated with Reſpe& to ſuch Naviga- 
tion, Commerce, Fiſheries and Settlements, 


Indipenfible 


Article IV. 


But, from a Deſire to remove all Ground of 
Apprehenſion, which His Catholic Majeſty 
might entertain, of any Interference with the 
Ancient and Eſtabliſhed Poſſeſſions of the 
Crown of Spain, or of any Occaſion being 
given to the carrying on a Contraband Trade 
with the ſaid Poſſeſſions, His Britannic Ma- 
jeſty engages that His Subjects ſhall not form 
any Settlements in any Part of the Weſtern 
Coaſt of America, between Degree North 
Latitude, and Degree South Latitude, or 
in any Part of the Eaſtern Coaſt of South 
America, North of a Line drawn from 

to 
or carry on any Commerce within the ſaid Li- 
8 5 mits. 
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mits. And His Majeſty alſo engages to take 
the moſt effectual Meaſures to prevent the 
Navigation, Fiſhery, or Commerce of His Sub- 
jects, in the Pacific Ocean or South Seas, from 
being made a Pretext for Illicit Trade with the 
Spaniſh Settlements ; and particularly that, for 
that Purpoſe, the Fiſhery or Navigation of 
His Subjects ſhall not be carried on within 


Leagues of any Part of the Coaſt 
comprehended within the above Limits, 


Opt tonal, , 
Article V. 


And, for the future Preſervation of Harmony 
and Good Underſtanding, it is mutually agreed 
between the Two Contracting Parties, that, as 
well in the Places which His Catholic Majeſty 
has engaged to reſtore to the Subjects of His 
Britannic Majeſty, as in all other Places on 
the North-Weſtern Coaſts of America, or of 
the Iſlands adjacent thereto, above the ſaid 

where any Settlements 
ſhall have been made by the Subjects of either 
Crown fince the Month of April 1789, or 
ſhall hereafter be made, the Subjects of the 
other ſhall haye full Liberty of Acceſs, and of 


carrying 
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carrying on their Trade, without any Moleſta- 
tion. 
Optional. 
Article VI. 
And it is further agreed between the Two 
Contracting Parties, that no Settlements ſhall 


be formed hereafter, by the Subjects of Either 
of the Two Crowns, in any Part of South 


America, South of on the 
Eaſtern Coaſt, or of on the 


Weſtern Coaſt, fo long as no Settlements ſhall 
be formed thereon by the Subjects of any 
other Power. 
Optional. 
Article VII. 
In all Caſes of Complaint or Infraction of 
any Article of the preſent Declaration, the 
Officers of Either of the Contracting Parties, 
without previouſly making Uſe of Violence, 
or Forcible Means, ſhall make an Exact and 
Circumſtantial Report of the Affair to their 
reſpective Courts, who will ſettle the Matter 
in Diſpute in an Amicable Manner. 
Optional. 
N. B. This Article is taken preciſely from 
the Third Article of Count Florida Blan- 


ca's Projet. 
DRA Tr 
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DRA T of PROIET, without a Demar- 
cation of Limits. 


Article I, 


IT is agreed, that the Buildings and Tracts 
of Land on the North Weſt Coaſt of the Con- 
tinent of America, or of the Iſlands adjacent 
thereto, of which the Subjects of His Bri- 
tannic Majeſty were diſpoſſeſſed by a Spaniſh 
Officer, in or after the Month of April, in the 
Year 1789, ſhall be reſtored to them. 


Indifpenfiole. 
Article II. 


It is further agreed, that Reparation, accord- 
ing to the Nature of the Caſe, ſhall be made 
for any other Acts of Violence or Hoſtility, 
which may have been committed by the Sub- 
jects of Either of the Contracting Parties, 
againſt the Subjects of the other, ſubſequent 
to the Month of April, 1789, and that in Caſe 
any of the ſaid reſpective Subjects ſhall, with- 
in the ſame Period, have been forcibly diſ- 
poſſeſſed of any Lands, Buildings, Veſſels, 
Merchandize, or other Property on the faid 
Continent of America, or in the Iflands or 


Seas 


{ 280 } 
Seas adjacent, the ſame ſhall be reſtored to 
to them, or Compenſation made for the Loſſes 
ſuſtained, 
Optional. 
Article IIT. 


And, in order to prevent all Occaſions of 
Jealouſy and Miſunderſtanding in future, it is ex- 
preſsly agreed, that the Subjects of Each of the 
Contracting Parties reſpectively, ſhall not give 
any Moleſtation or Diſturbance to the Subjects 
of the other, in Navigating or carrying on 
their Fiſheries in the Pacific Ocean, or South- 
Seas, or in Landing on the Coaſts thereof, in 
Places Unoccupied by the Subjects of the 
other Party, for the Purpoſe of carrying on 
their Commerce with the Natives, or in 
making Settlements in Unoccupied Places, 


Indiſpenſible. 
Article IV. 


His Britannic Majeſty engages, to take the 
moſt effectual Meaſures to prevent the Naviga- 
tion, Fiſhery, or Commerce of His Subjects, in 
the Pacific Ocean or South Seas, from being 
made a Pretext for Illicit Trade with the Spaniſh 
Settlements ; and particularly that, for that 
Purpoſe, 
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Purpoſe, the Fiſhery or Navigation of His 
Subjects ſhall not be carried on within 
Leagues of any Part of the Coaſt actually oc- 
cupied by Spain. 

Optional. 


Article V. 


And, for the future Preſervation of Har- 
mony and Good Underſtanding, it is mutually 
agreed between the Two Contracting Parties, 
that, as well in the Places which His Catho- 
lic Majeſty has engaged to reſtore to the Sub- 
jets of His Britannic Majeſty, as in all other 


Places on the North- Weſtern Coaſts of Ame- 


rica, or of the Iſlands adjacent thereto, where 
any Settlement ſhall have been made by. the 
Subjects of Either Crown ſince the Month of 
April, 1789, or ſhall hereafter be made, the 
Subjects of the other ſhall have full Liberty of 
Acceſs, and of carrying on their Trade with- 
out any Moleſtation, 


Optional. 


Article VI. 


And it is further agreed between the Two 
Contracting Parties, that no Settlements ſhall 
be formed hereafter by the Subjects of either 

Nn of 
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of the Two Crowns in any Part of South 
America, South of on the 
Eaſtern Coaſt ; and of on 
the Weſtern Coaſt, ſo long as no Settlements 
ſhall be formed thereon by the Subjects of any 
other Power. 


Optional. 
Article VII. 


In all Caſes of Complaint or Infraction of 
any Article of the preſent Declaration, the 
Officers of Either of the Contracting Parties, 
without previouſly making Uſe of Violence or 


Forcible Means, ſhall make an Exact and Cir- 


cumſtantial Report of the Affair to their re- 
ſpectiye Courts, who will ſettle the Matter in 
Diſpute in an Amicable Manner. 


Optional, 


N. B. This Article is taken preciſely from 


the Third Article of Count Florida Blan- 
ca's Projet. 


IN the Separate Diſpatch before alluded to 
(which accompanied that of which a Detail 
was laſt given) the Nuke of Leeds ſtated to 
Mr. Fitz-Herbert, on the Suppoſition of the 
8 | | preſent 
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preſent Negotiation terminating amicably, and 
of Connt Florida Blanca's returning to the 
Subject of Difarming, that the Enormous Ex- 
pence reſpectively incurred by Both Countries, 
in Fitting out ſuch conſiderable Fleets, could 
not but render it highly to be wiſhed, on both 
Sides, that Circumſtances might permit a ſpeedy 
Reduction of this heavy Branch of Public 
Expenditure. That the Moment our Dif- 
ferences with Spain ſhould be finally adjuſted, 
we truſted' our Mutual Confidence would be a 
ſtronger Security, in reſpe& to our Diſarming 
on both Sides, than any Formal Stipulations 
could afford. 

With Reſpe& to the particular Mode of diſ- 
arming, His Grace obſerved, that it might be 
difficult to come to any preciſe Stipulation on 
that Subject. Mutual Confidence would, he 
truſted, prevent any Jealouſy or Suſpicion be- 
tween us; and his Grace declared himſelf to 
be convinced the Court of Spain would enter 
into the Juſtice of our Motives for not binding 
ourſelves to reduce our Navy preciſely to our 
Peace Eſtabliſhment, in the Firſt Inſtance. 
We certainly could not take ſuch a Step, *till 
France ſhould have reduced Her Navy: And 
there might be many other important Reaſons 

Nn 2 for 
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for not being too precipitate in our Reductions, 
during the preſent unſettled State of Europe 
in general; both which Conſiderations would, 
his Grace was convinced, be admitted as wor- 
thy of Attention by Count Florida Blanca. 
The Duke further ſtated, that His Majeſty's 
Miniſters were perſuaded Spain was not only 
equally intereſted, but equally diſpoſed with 
England, to prevent any material Alteration in 
the Relative ſituation of the ſeveral Powers of 
Europe. That the only Quarter, from which 
this Situation appeared liable to Diſturbances, 
was the Court of Peterſburgh ; and the Reluc- 
tance with which that Court appeared to liſten 
to the Propoſals of an Accomodation with the 
Porte, ſhort of a Material Diſmembermeat of 
the Turkiſh Dominions, could not but render 
it incumbent on the Allies to be prepared to 
defend a Syſtem of Moderation, which the 
Empreſs ſeemed ſo unwilling at preſent to 
adopt, and which it ſeemed ſo material for 
every other Power to ſee ſecurely eſtabliſhed. 
By the ſame Meſſenger, the Duke of Leeds 
informed Mr. Fitz-Herbert, that the Propoſals 
hereinbefore detailed, muſt be conſidered as 
conſtituting the Ultimatum of this Court ; and 
that the Great Expence attending our Prepa- 
rations, 
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rations, as well as the Maintenance of the Ar- 
mament actually ready for Service, joined to 
the natural and juſt Expectations of the Public, 
could not admit any further Delay in coming 
to a Deciſion on the Points now at Iſſue = 
tween the Two Powers. 

For theſe Reaſons, his Grace directed that 
Ambaſſador fo inform Count Florida Blanca, 
in the moſt explicit, though, at the ſame 
Time, the leaſt offenſive Manner, of the Im- 
poſſibility of our admitting any further Pro- 
craſtination in the Ultimate Deciſion of his 
Court. And his Grace added, that, after 
communicating the ſeveral Propoſals to Count 
Florida Blanca, Ten Days appeared ſufficient 
for an Anſwer to them; and that, in caſe a 
Satis factory Anſwer ſhould not be returned 
within that Period, it was His Majeſty's Plea- 
ſure, that his Excellency ſhould quit Madrid, 
without taking Leave of the Spaniſh Court, 


and ſhould forthwith ſet out on his Return to 
England, 


In another Diſpatch of the ſame Date, and 
forwarded by the ſame Meſſenger as the pre- 
ceding, the Duke of Leeds found himſelf 
obliged to expreſs his Regret that, during ſo 


important 
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important a Negotiation as the preſent, any 
freſh Circumſtance ſhould ariſe capable of 
exciting Complaint on the Part of either Power. 
The unjuſtifiable Treatment, however, which 
a Spaniſh Officer had obſerved towards the- 
Captain of a Britiſh Weſt-Indiaman, in the 
Gulph of Florida was of ſuch a Nature as to 
render Complaint on our Part abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. 

His Grace ſtated, that Captain Macdonald, 
of the Frelawney Planters Weſt-Indiaman, 
the Object of the Spaniſh Officer's Cruelty, 
had been examined upon Oath, touching the 
particular Circumſtances of the Caſe, and he 
ineloſed to Mr. Fitz-Herbert, the Depoſition 
of that Gentleman, as well as thoſe of ſeveral 
other Perſons who were on Board his Ship, 
ſome of whom were likewiſe with him when 
on Board the Spaniſh Frigate. Theſe were 
accompanied with the Depoſition of Captain 
Steel, of the Louiſa, (another Weſt-Indiaman) 
who, having ſpoke the Trelawney Planters, 
parted Company a ſhort Time previous to her 
being ſtopped by the Spaniards, and was exa- 
mined to the Point of the Courſe held by this 
latter Veſſel, in conſequence of which ſhe was 
difabled'from getting clear of their Squadron. 

Suppoſing 


| 
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. 


( 287 ] 

Suppoſing the Spaniſh Commander to have 
entertained any reaſonable Grounds of Suſpicion 
of her carrying on a Contraband Trade, the 
ſtopping, or even examining the Veſſel in a 
proper Manner, when found ſo near the Coaſt 
of the Spaniſh Dominions, would ſcarcely have 
authorized Complaint : A Proof, however, of 
Delinquency on the Part of Captain Mac- 
donald, could not, as his Grace obſerved, in 
any Event, have juſtified the barbarous Treat- 
ment he experienced on Board the Spaniſh 
Frigate. 

The Conduct of Don Franciſco de Videl, 
was, as his Grace truſted, rather to be at- 
tributed to the wanton Cruelty of an Indi- 
vidual, than to any Syſtem adopted by the 
Spaniſh Marine, or authorized by their Go- 
vernment ; and it would be unjuſt to many of 
the Officers, as well as the Crew of the Fri- 
gate, not to mention their Endeavours to al- 
leviate the Miſery of Captain Macdonald, while 
ſuffering under his cruel Confinement in the 
Bilboes, expoſed to the ſcorching Heat of the 
Sun, as well as undergoing the ſevereſt Pain 
both in Head, Body and Limbs. 

For the Particulars of this Tranſaction, his 5 
Grace referred Mr, Fitz-Herbert to the in- 
cloſed 


= 
cloſed Papers; * and he obſerved, that Hu- 


manity, as well as common Juſtice, muſt in- 
duce the Court of Madrid to do Juſtice on this 
Occafion with reſpect to the offending Officer. 
The Caſe evidently came under that Part of 
the Projet now ſent, reſpecting Satisfaction to 
be reciprocally given by the Contracting Par- 
ties, for any Loſs or Injury ſuſtained by their 
reſpective Subjects ſince a certain Period. In 
caſe, however, this particular Article of the 
Projet ſhould not ultimately be agreed to, 
a direct and ſeparate Anſwer muſt be obtained 
from the Spaniſh Court, to our Complaint of 
the Cruelty exerciſed by their Officer on 
Captain Macdonald. The Duke added, that, 
having ſtated the Caſe to that Court, it was 
His Majeſty's Pleaſure, that Mr. Fitz-Her- 
bert ſhould inform the Spaniſh Miniſter, that 
he was abſolutely forbid to conclude any other 
Part of the Negotiation, until he had received 
a poſitive Official Aſſurance in Writing, that, 
in the Event of the Facts contained in the 
Depoſitions above ſtated not being diſproved, 
a juſt and adequate Puniſhment ſhould be in- 
flited on the Offender, 


The 
Several Affidavits ſent to Mr, Fitz-Herbert. 
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The Meſſenger who was charged with theſe 
Diſpatches arrived at Madrid on the 12th of 
October. On the following Day Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert proceeded to the Eſcurial, and had a 
Conference with Count Florida Blanca ; from 
which, as his Excellency acquainted the Duke 
of Leeds, though he was unable to form any 
poſitive Judgment with reſpe& to the Reſult 
of the Negotiation, the Language of the 
Spaniſh Miniſter gave him but too much Rea- 
ſon to doubt of it's terminating amicably. 
With reſpe&t, however, to the cruel and un- 
juſtifiable Treatment which Captain Macdo- 


nald, of the Trelawney Planters Weſt India» : 


man, had experienced from the Captain of 
the Spaniſh Frigate, and for the juſt and ade- 
quate Puniſhment of whom Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
had delivered a Memorial to Count Florida 
Blanca, that Miniſter informed his Excellency 
that, the Officer in Queſtion (whoſe Name 
was Don Juan Vicente Yanez, and that of the 
Frigate Nueſtra Senora Del Roſario,) had, on 
his Arrival at Cadiz about Three Weeks before, 
tranſmitted to the Miniſter of the Marine a 
Relation of the Affair in Queſtion; and that, 
his Conduct having appeared, on the very 
Face of this Report, to have been highly 

Oo blameable, 


* 
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blameable, His Catholic Majeſty had been 
prompted, by His Sentiments of Humanity 
and Juſtice, to ſend an Order to Cadiz, for 


his being immediately brought to a Court-Mar- 
tial for this Act of Delinquency. 


After a Variety of Conferences which Mr. 
Fitz-Herbert had with Count Florida Blanca, 
the Tenor of which had convinced the former 
of thoſe Miniſters that the Settlement of any 
Demarcation of ſpecific Limits would, at this 
Time, be utterly impracticable, his Excel- 
lency thought it adviſeable to lay before the 
Spaniſh Miniſter a Projet, containing only the 
xit, zd, zd, 4th and yth Articles of the Drafts 
incloſed to him in the Duke of Leeds's Diſ- 
patch of the 2d of October. Count Florida 
Blanca's Reception of this Projet was, in every 
Reſpe&, ſo diſcouraging, as to induce Mr. 
Fitz-Herbert to ſend Letters to General 
O'Hara and the Conſuls in the ſeveral Ports 
of Spain, recommending to them the ſame 
Meaſures of Precaution, which they had 
adopted at the Outſet of theſe Diſputes, 


- In order, however, that no Means of effec- 
tuating a Pacification might be left untried, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Fitz-Herbert, on the 15th of October 
delivered to the Spaniſh Miniſter a tranſlated 
Copy of the Whole of the Duke of Leeds's 
Draft, intitled Projet without the Demarcation 
of Limits ; in conſequence of which the Count 
ſent him, on the following Day, an Anſwer ; 
which, though ſtill conceived in Terms ex- 
tremely wide of our Propofals, was never- 
theleſs ſuch as to revive his Hopes of engaging 
the Spaniſh Miniſter, by Degrees, to accede to 
His Majeſty's Demands. After repeated Con- 
ferences, both at the Eſcurial and at St. Ilde- 
phonſo, (whither His Catholic Majeſty re- 


moved on the 2oth) the Difficulties which had 


intervened being removed, a Draft of the fol- 
lowing Convention between His Majeſty and 
the King of Spain was at length definitively 
ſettled -between Mr. Fitz-Herbert and Count 
Florida Blanca on Sunday the 24th of October, 
and was agreed to be figned by them, with 
the uſual Formalities, on the Wedneſday or 
Thurſday following. 


CONVENTION 
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CONVENTION between His Bart Atnic 
Majeſty and the King of Span, 


LEURS Majeſtés Britannique et Catho- 
lique, étant diſpoſces a terminer, par un Ac- 
cord prompt et ſolide, les Differends qui Se 
ſont eleves en dernier Lieu entre les Deux 
Couronnes, Elles ont trouve, que le meilleur 
Moyen de parvenir 2 ce Bit ſalutaire ſeroit 
celui d'une Tranſaction a Vamiable, laquelle, 
en laiſſant de Cote toute Diſcuſſion retroſpec- 
tive des Droits et des Pretenſions des Deux 
Parties, reglat leur Poſition reſpective a Vavenir 
ſur des Baſes qui ſeroient conformes a Leurs 
vrais Interets, ainſi qu'au Deſir mutuel dont 
Leurs dites Majeſtes ſont animees, d'établir 
entre Elles, en tout et en tous Lieux, la plus 
parfaite Amitie, Harmonie et bonne Correſ- 
pondance, Dans cette Vue, Elles ont nommé 
et conſtitue, pour Leurs Plenipotentiaires ; 
ſavoir, de la Part de Sa Majeſte Britannique, 
le Sieur Alleyne Fitz-Herbert, du Conſeil 
Prive de Sa dite Majeſte dans la Grande Bre- 
tagne et en Irlande, et Son Ambaſſadeur Ex- 
traordinaire et Plenipotentiaire pres Sa Majeſté 
Catholique ; ct, de la Part de Sa Majeſté Ca- 

tholique, 
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tholique, Don Joſeph Monino, Comte de Flo- 
rida Blanca, Chevalier Grand Croix du Royal 
Ordre Eſpagnol de Charles III. Conſeiller 
d'Etat de Sa dite Majeſte, et Son Premier Se- 
cretaire d'Etat et del Deſpacho : Leſquels, après 
8'*tre communiques leurs Pleinpouvoirs reſpec- 
tifs, ſont convenus des Articles ſuivans. 


Article I. 


Il eſt convenu que les Batimens et les Di- 
ſtricts de Terrein, fitues ſur la Cote du Nord- 


Oueſt du Continent de VAmerique Septentri- 
onale, ou bien ſur des Iſles adjacentes à ce 
Continent, deſquels les Sujets de Sa Majeſte 
Britannique ont été depoſſedes, vers le Mois 
d' Avril, 1789, par un Officier Eſpagnol, ſe- 
ront reſtitues aux dits Sujets Britanniques. 


Article II. 


De plus, une juſte Reparation ſera faite, 
ſelon la Nature du Cas, pour tout Ade de Vio- 
lence ou d'Hoſtilite qui aura pu avoir été 
commis, depuis le dit Mois d'Avril, 1789, par 
les Sujets de Vune des deux Parties Contrac- 
tantes contre les Sujets de l'autre; et au cas 


que 
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que depuis la dite Epoque, quelques uns des 
Sujets reſpectifs ayent Et forcement depoſſedes 
de leurs Terreins, Batimens, Vaiſſeaux, Mar- 
chandiſes, ou autres Objets de Propriete quel- 
conques, ſur le dit Continent, ou ſur les Mers 
ou Iſles adjacentes, ils en ſeront remis en Poſ- 
ſeſſion, ou une juſte Compenſation leur ſera 
faite pour les Pertes qu'ils auront eſſuyces. 


Article III. 


Et, afin de reſſerrer les Liens de I'Amitie, 
et de conſerver a Vavenir une parfaite Harmonie 
et bonne Intelligence entre les Deux Parties 
Contractantes, il eſt convenu que les Sujets 
reſpectifs ne ſeront point troubles ni moleſtes, 
ſoit en naviguant ou en exercant leur Peche 
dans VOcean Pacifique, ou dans les Mers du 
Sud, ſoit en debarquant ſur les Cotes qui 
bordent ces Mers, dans des Endroits non deja 
occupes, afin d'y exercer leur Commerce avec 
les Naturels du Pays, ou pour y former des 
Etabliſſements. Le tout ſujet neanmoins aux 
Reſtrictions et aux Proviſions qui ſeront ſpe- 
cifièes dans les trois Articles ſuivans. 


Article 
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Article IV. 


Sa Majeſte Britannique s' engage d' employer 
les Meſures les plus efficaces pour que la Na- 
vigation et la Peche de Ses Sujets dans l' Ocean 
Pacifique, ou dans les Mers du Sud, ne devien- 
nent point le Pretexte d'un Commerce illicite 
avec les Etabliſſements Eſpagnols ; et, dans 
cette Vue, il eſt en outre expreſſement ſtipule, 
que les Sujets Britanniques ne navigueront 
point, et n'exerceront pas leur Peche dans les 
dites Mers, a la Diſtance de Dix Lieues Mari- 


times d'aucune Partie des Cotes deja occupecs 
par I'Eſpagne. 


Article V. 


Il eſt convenu, que tant dans les Endroits, 
qui ſeront reſtitues aux Sujets Britanniques, 
en Vertu de VArticle I”, que dans toutes les 
. autres Parties de la Cote du Nord Oueſt de 
FAmerique Septentrionale, ou des Ifles adja- 
centes,fituees au Nord des Parties de la dite 
Cote deja occupees par I'Eſpagne, partout ou 
les Sujets de l'une des Deux Puiſſances auront 
forme des Etabliſſements, depuis le Mois d'Ave 
ril, 1789, ou en formeront par Ja Suite, les 
Sujets de l'autre auront un Acces libre, et 


exerceront 
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exerceront leur Commerce, ſans Trouble ni 


Article VI. 


II eſt encore convenu, par rapport aux Còtes 
tant Orientales qu Occidentales de VAmerique 
Meridionale et aux Iſles adjacentes, que les 
Sujets reſpectifs ne formeront A Vavenir aucun 
Etabliſſement ſur les Parties de ces Côtes ſi- 
tuees au Sud des Parties de ces m&mes Cotes, 
et des Iſles adjacentes, deja occupees par VEſ- 
pagne : Bien entendu, que les dits Sujets re- 
ſpectifs conſerveront la Faculte de debarquer 
ſur les Cotes et Iſles ainſi ſituèes, pour les Ob- 
jets de leur Peche, et d'y batir des Cabanes, 
et autres Ouvrages temporaires, ſervant ſeule- 
ment a ces Objets. 


Article VII. 


Dans tous les Cas de Plainte, ou d' Infraction 
des Articles de la preſente Convention, les 
Officiers de Part et d'autre, ſans ſe permettre 
auprealable aucune Violence ou Voie de Fait, 
ſeront tenus de faire un Rapport exact de 
I YAﬀaire, et de ſes Circonſtances, à leurs Cours 


reſpectives, qui termineront a Vamiable ces 


Differends, 
Article 
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Article VIII. 


La preſente Convention ſera ratifice et confir- 
mee dans I'Eſpace de Six Semaines, à compter du 
Jour de fa Signature, ou plutot, fi faire ſe peut. 

En Foi de quoi, nous ſous-fignes Plenipo- 
tentiaires de Leurs Majeſtes Britanniques et 
Catholiques, avons figne, en leurs Noms, et en 
Vertu de nos Pleinpouvoirs reſpectifs, la pre- 


ſente Convention, et y avons appoſé les Cachets 
de nos Armes. 


Fait à San Lorenzo el Real, le Vingt-huit 
Octobre, Mil Sept Cent Quatre-vingt- dix. 


(L. S.) ALLEYNE FiTz-HERBERT. _. 
(L. S.) El Conde de FLoripa Branca, 


FROM the Account Mr. Fitz-Herbert gave 
of the Progreſs of this Negotiation, it ap- 
peared that, as by the concluding Paragraphs 
of our Declaration and Counter Declaration of 
the 24th of July, the Diſcuſſion of the Ex- 
eluſive Rights of Spain to the Diſtricts deſ- 
cribed in the Duke of Leeds's Projet had been 
expreſsly reſerved, it was not reaſonable to ex- 
pect, that His Catholic Majeſty ſhould ſub- 
mit, without ſuch a Diſcuſſion having been 
firſt regularly held, to the unqualified Surren- 
der of thoſe Rights; and he therefore propoſed 


P p ta 


298 ] 


to prefix to that Article the following Words: 
« Malgrè les Droits excluſifs aux quels ! Eſpagne 
« a pretendus, et eu Egard aux Deſirs mutuels 
des deux Cours, de ne pas entrer dans de nou- 
s velles Diſcuſſions, et d' etablir par tout entre 


«« Elles la plus parfaite Amitie, il eſt convenu 
« que les Batimens et Diſtricts de Terrein, 
« &c.” Mr. Fitz-Herbert of courſe declined 
admitting that or any other Addition te the 
Article itſelf; but, in order to folve Count 
Florida Blanca's Difficulty, he determined to 
propoſe to him, in Virtue of the Authority for 
that Purpoſe, which appeared to him to be 
contained in the Third Paragraph of the 
Duke's Diſpatch, “ that they ſhould inſert in the 


Preamble 
In framing theſe Articles, the firſt Object which has 
been kept in View is that of bringing to a clear and final 
Settlement all the Points which are involved in the late 
Diſcuſſions, in order to preclude, as far as poſſible, all ſimilar 
Occaſions of Jealouſy and Miſunderſtanding in future. In 
doing this, His Majeſty wiſhes only to fecure for his Subjects 
thoſe Rights which are both ſtrictly conformable to Juſtice, 
and are at the ſame Time, of real Importance to the Honour of 
His Crown, or to the Navigation and Commerce of His 
Subjects. He has endeavoured, as far as poflible, to waive 
any Retroſpective Diſcuſſion of Claims of Right, the expreſs 
Renunciation of which might be felt as unneceſſarily mor- 
tifying to the Court of Spain, It has, therefore, been thought 
right, that the Points in Queſtion ſhould be clearly ſettled 
and defined as Matter of poſitive Stipulation for the future. 
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Preamble to the intended Convention, the 
Words, Elles ont trouvé, &c.“ to which 
Propoſal, after ſome Difficulty, the Count fi- 
nally acceded. The concluding Period of the 
Preamble was nearly copied from Count Flo- 
rida Blanca's own Expreſſions, the Principle of 
it being conformable to His Majeſty's Views. 
In conſequence of this Addition to the Pre- 
awmble, Count Florida Blanca agreed to frame 
the Firſt Article of the Convention in exact 
Conformity to the Duke's ſeveral Projets. 

The Second Article was likewiſe literally 
the ſame with that propoſed by his Grace, ex- 
cepting only, that it does not contain the 
Word other, as applied to the Acts of Violence 
that might have been committed by the Sub- 
jects of Either of the Contracting Parties ſince 
the Month of April 1789. Upon this Head 
Count Florida Blanca obſerved, that, as His 
Catholic Majeſty had already given what the 
King had conſidered as full Satisfaction for 
Monſ. Martinez's unjuſtifiable Proceedings, 
the freſh Reference to theſe Proceedings, im- 
plied by this Expreſſion, was not only un- 
neceſſary, but might be conſidered as ſome- 
what invidious ; and this Obſervation appeared 
to Mr, Fitz-Herbert to be of ſufficient Weight 
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to juſtify the expunging the Word in Queſ- 
tion. With regard to this Article, Monſ. de 
Florida Blanca had propoſed the reſtricting 
the Reparation, which is ſtipulated by it in 
general Terms for all Offences whatſoever, to 
Offences committed on the ſaid Continent 
* and the adjacent Iſlands ;” but (from obvious 
Conſiderations) Mr. Fitz-Herbert poſitively 
declined admitting any ſuch Limitation. 

The important Stipulations contained in 
the Third Article agree entirely with His 
Majeſty's Inſtructions, and the Fourth Article 
is likewiſe drawn up in Conformity to the 
Duke of Leeds's Projet, excepting only in 
the Addition of the Words dans les dites 
« Mers;” which Addition was propoſed by 
Count Florida Blanca, and Mr. Fitz-Herbert 
agreed to it the more readily, as he conceived 
that it might be of Uſe, in caſe of any Diſputes 
reſpecting the Limits of our Turtle Fiſhery 
on the Coaſt of Vutacan. With regard to 
this Article, Count Florida Blanca preſſed 
very carneſtly for the Extending the Diſtance 
from the Spaniſh Coaſts, within which His 
Majeſty's Subjects are to be permitted to fiſh, 
from Ten Leagues to Fifteen, pleading in Be- 
half of this Alteration the Article of the 


Treaty 


„„ 
Treaty of Paris, which limits to this laſt 
mentioned Diſtance the Fiſhery carried on by 
the Subjects of France on the Coaſts of the 
Iſland of Cape Breton. | 

With Regard to the Fifth and Sixth Articles, 
Count Florida Blanca, from the Outſet of this 
Buſineſs, made it an indiſpenſible Condition 
to His Catholic Majeſty's Recognition of our 
Right of Landing and forming Eſtabliſhments in 
Unoccupied Places of the Coaſt of America, as 
ſtated by the Third Article, that it ſhould be 
qualified not only by the Engagement propoſed 
by His Majeſty, that the Subjects of neither 
Party ſhould form any permanent Settlements . 
in South America, but by ſuch Stipulations as 
ſhould ſecure to Spain her excluſive Intercourſe 
with her Poſſeſſions to the Northward. And 
he at the ſame Time (on his former Ground 
of Want of ſufficient Information) no leſs 
politively declined to fix any preciſe Line as 
the Boundary to the Spaniſh Poſſeſſions either 
to the North or the South, 

The Language of the Spaniſh Miniſter on 
both the Points in Queſtion was ſo firm and 
deciſive, as to make it evident, beyond a Doubt, 
that the Alternative of Peace or War reſted on 
the finding or not finding a Solution of this 

Difficulty. 
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Difficulty. Under theſe Circumſtances, having 
conſidered, that the whole Tenor of the Duke 
of Leeds's Correſpondence upon this Subject 
plaialy indicated, that His Majeſty's Object in 
this Negotiation had been, throughout, no 
other than the procuring from the Court of 
Spain an Acknowledgement of the Rights of 
His Subjects to exerciſe their Navigation and 
Fiſheries, as well as to land and form Eſta- 
bliſhments on all wnoccupied Coaſts of the 
American Continent and Iſlands; and that 
it was moreover expreſsly ſtated, that the 
« Queſtion of Occupation, if ever it ſhould 
* come into Diſcuſſion, might ſafely be left 
« open to be decided, in all Inſtances, as it 
« evidently muſt in ſome, on the general 
« Principles of the Law of Nations,” Mr. 
Fitz-Herbert conceived himſelf to be fully 
warranted, not only by the Letter, but by the 
Spirit of his Inſtructions, to extend this ge- 
neral Principle to the Articles in Queſtion ; - 
and, after many Debates, (in the Courſe of 
which the Negotiation was frequently on the 
Point of being broken off) Count Florida 
Blanca at length conſented to admit them in 
their preſent Shape. The Alterations for 
which he chiefly pleaded in the latter Confe- 


rence 


WS 

rences were the inſerting in the Fifth Article, 
after the Words „ exerceront leur Commerce” 
the Words * avec les Naturels du Pays, &c. 
In the Sixth Article, inſtead of the Words 
« au Sud des Parties de ces mEmes Cotes, &c.“ 
the Words ** au Sud des dernieres Parties de 
% ces memes Cotes, &c.“ 


In another Diſpatch of the 24th of October, 
Mr. Fitz-Herbert informed the Duke of Leeds 
that, though he took Care to convey to Count 
Florida Blanca with the utmoſt Delicacy and 
Menagement the Intimation that, in caſe a Sa- 
tisfactory Anſwer to His Majeſty's Propoſals: 
ſhould not be returned within Ten Days, the 
Negotiation muſt entirely ceaſe; this Circum- 
. ſtance naturally occaſioned a very high Degree 
of Pique and Ill-Humour at the Spaniſh Court; 
that, however, there was, at the ſame Time, 
the greateſt Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that it was 
materially inſtrumental in effectuating the 
preſent Arrangement. In fact, Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert aid, after repeated Councils having 
been held on this Subject, not only by His 
Catholic Majeſty's immediate Miniſters, but 
by an Extraordinary Junto, compoſed of a 
Number of leading Members of the Principal 


Departments 
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Departments of the Government, the State of 
Indeciſion was ſuch that, on the Evening of 
the 23d, when, after a Conference with Count 
Florida Blanca, he quitted him to attend His 
Catholic Majeſty, that Miniſter profeſſed to 
be, and moſt probably was, uncertain whether 
the Determination, that he was to communi- 
cate to Mr. Fitz-Herbert next Morning, 
would be for Peace or War. It appeared that 
Count Florida Blanca, to whom the Adoption 
of the former Alternative is chiefly to be 
attributed, took upon himſelf thereby a very 
great Share of Perſonal Reſponſibility, as it is 
certain that the abovementioned Extraordinary 
Junto were almoſt unanimous in preferring an 
immediate Rupture, to a Compliance with the 
preſent Terms of Accommodation. 
Mr. Fitz-Herbert preſſed Count F lorida 
Blanca very earneſtly, on his communicating 
to him, on the Morning of the 24th, the 
Determination of His Catholic Majeſty, to ſign 
the Convention immediately; offering, for that 
Purpoſe, to defer to a future Day the mutual 
Communication of their Full Powers; but he 
ſaid, that he could not conſent to this, con- 
ſiſtently with what he owed to his own Cha- 
racer, as well as to the King his Maſter, fince 
his 
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his Enemies would not fail to accuſe him of 
having availed himſelf of the Opportunity of 
the King's Viſit to St. Ildephonſo, whither He 
was not attended by any of the Miniſters ex- 
cept himſelf and M. de Campo de Alange, to 
lead Him, as it were by Stealth, into a Mea- 
ſure contrary to His Intereſts ; and he added, 
that he was alſo under the Neceſſity of tranſ- 


mitting to the aforeſaid Junto, previous to the 


actual Signature of the Convention, a Memo- 
rial he was then preparing, and by which he 
hoped to juſtify his taking that Step in Oppo- 
ſition to their Opinion: That he therefore 
hoped Mr. Fitz-Herbert would content him- 
ſelf with His Catholic Majeſty's Word, which 
he pledged to him in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
that the Convention to be concluded ſhould be 
drawn, verbatim et literatim, agreeably to the 
Paper above ſtated ; adding, that he would ſend 
by the Engliſh Meſſenger an Inſtruction to the 
Marquis del Campo, authoriſing him to repeat 
to the Duke of Leeds, if neceſſary, the ſame 
Aſſurances in the Name of the King his 
Maſter. The actual Signature of the Conven- 
tion was therefore deferred, as has already 


Q q been 


1 306 J 

been mentioned, till His Catholic * 
returned to the Eſcurial. 

This very important Information was re- 
ceived at Whitehall on the Morning of the 
4th of November. On the . 75th, another 
Meſſenger arrived with the Convention, which 
had been ſigned at the Eſcurial, by Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert and Count Florida Blanca, on the 28th 
of October. His Majeſty's Ratification of this 
Inſtrument was, on the gth of November, 
forwarded to the Court of Spain; and, on 
the 4th of December, the Buſineſs, which 
ſo long had excited the anxious Attention 
not only of this Country but of all Europe, 
was happily concluded, by the Receipt of the 
Catholic King's Ratification of the Conven- 
tion, which had been exchanged by Mr. Fitz- 
Herbert againſt that of His Majeſty, on the 
22d of the preceding Month, at the Palace of 
the Eſcurial. 


SUCH was the Progreſs, and ſuch the 
Termination of this momentous Negotiation; 
by which, without Bloodſhed, and by an Ex- 
penditure trifling, in compariſon of the Object 
in View, inconſiderable indeed, when com- 


pared 
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pared to the Benefits reſulting from it, the 


moſt eſſential Advantages were obtained for 
this Country; Advantages probably much 
greater than could have been procured by the 
moſt ſucceſsful War, 
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